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Pfc. Frazer Taua, top, and Sgt. Daquon Jeffress, of 2 nd Infantry Division, compete during last week’s Friday Night Fights debut tournament at Camp Humphreys, South Korea. 


US Embassy orders evacuation of nonemergency employees from Iraq 


By Chad Garland 

Stars and Stripes 

Government employees at the U. S. Embassy in 
Baghdad and its consulate in Irbil began leaving 
Iraq following Secretary of State Mike Pompeo’s 
“ordered departure” of nonemergency person¬ 
nel Wednesday. 

Employees were told to “depart Iraq by com¬ 
mercial transportation as soon as possible” and 


avoid U.S. facilities in the country, a security 
message posted on the embassy website and dis¬ 
tributed via email said. 

The departure order was prompted by what 
U.S. officials have described in recent days as 
intelligence indicating Iran or its proxy forces 
were planning attacks on U.S. forces or interests 
in the region, State Department officials said. 

“Given the increased threat stream we are 
seeing in Iraq, which we shared with the Iraqi 


government during [Pompeo’s] visit on May 7 
and in subsequent engagements, the secretary 
has decided to place Mission Iraq on ordered de¬ 
parture,” an embassy spokesperson in Baghdad 
said by phone, reading prepared language about 
the matter. 

The official declined to discuss the number of 
employees affected by the order but said they 
had already begun to depart. 

SEE EVACUATION ON PAGE 6 
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CNO: South China Sea patrols 'consistent' 



Yong Teck Lim/AP 


Chief of Naval Operations Adm. John Richardson told International Maritime Security 
Conference attendees Wednesday in Singapore the Navy has not stepped up maritime 
patrols to challenge China’s sweeping territorial claims in the South China Sea. 


By Annabelle Liang 

Associated Press 

SINGAPORE — A top U.S. admiral 
said Wednesday the Navy has not stepped 
up maritime patrols to challenge China’s 
sweeping territorial claims in the South 
China Sea but is maintaining a “consis¬ 
tent” presence in the disputed waters. 

Chief of Naval Operations Adm. John 
Richardson, addressing an international 
security conference in Singapore, sought 
to reassure regional partners, some of 
whom have opposing claims in the waters 
but benefit from good relations with China 
on other fronts. 

“I’ve done the analysis so that I can 
state with confidence that our level of op¬ 
erations, our presence there, has been 
consistent over the decades,” Richardson 
said. “There’s nothing that has spiked 
recently.” 

The International Maritime Secu¬ 
rity Conference was attended by repre¬ 
sentatives from 33 navies, including 16 
navy chiefs. A Chinese delegate was also 
present. 

The U.S. Navy maneuvers in the South 
China Sea, so-called freedom of navigation 
operations, “are by design nonprovocative, 
nonescalatory. They’re just challeng¬ 
ing excessive maritime claims in a very 
consistent basis,” Richardson told the 
conference. 

China has built military installations 
on seven man-made islands in the crucial 
waterways it claims on historical grounds. 


The other claimants, most notably the 
Philippines and Vietnam, have protested 
China’s behavior but they also maintain 
good relations with Beijing. 

Richardson said “routine” freedom 


of navigation operations will proceed 
with transparency, consistency and 
predictability. 

They usually involve a U.S. vessel sailing 
within an island’s coastal waters without 


prior notification and draw sharp rebukes 
from China, which claims the South China 
Sea virtually in its entirety. 

“This is not a zero-sum game. There is 
tremendous prosperity to be gained out 
there for all, and so we’ll strive to do so in a 
way that everyone can grow,” Richardson 
said. 

Meanwhile, U.S. and Philippine coast 
guard ships conducted a joint exercise in 
the South China Sea. 

Capt. John Driscoll, commanding officer 
of the U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Bertholf, 
told reporters during a port call in Manila 
that two Chinese coast guard ships were 
spotted in the vicinity of the exercise. 

China is building naval vessels at a rate 
outpacing its rivals, including the U.S., and 
its missile destroyers and nuclear attack 
submarines are equipped with increas¬ 
ingly lethal weaponry. 

Its first domestically built aircraft car¬ 
rier is set to enter service, with more be¬ 
lieved to be in the works. 

Richardson said China appears to be 
“early” in the process of constructing and 
operating aircraft carriers, but the U.S. is 
watching it “very closely.” 

“I just have a great deal of respect for 
how fast things can happen when it comes 
to China,” he said. 

He also pushed for strengthening part¬ 
nerships with regional navies through 
exercises, information sharing and coop¬ 
erative agreements. 


Marines memorial set for Fla. 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — A memorial 
for the U.S. Marines killed in the 1983 
bombing of a barracks in Beirut is being 
planned for Jacksonville. 

The Florida Times-Union reported that 
the Semper Fidelis Society wants to in¬ 
stall the memorial at the city’s Evergreen 
Cemetery. Organizers say the purpose is to 


honor all 241 Marines who died that day, 
especially the 22 from Florida. 

The bombing was the largest loss of life 
for Marines in a single action since the Viet¬ 
nam War and the worst overall for them 
since World War II’s Iwo Jima battle. 

The monument will be a granite block 
with the large bronze eagle, globe and an¬ 
chor Marine Corps emblem over a plaque 
memorializing the Beirut dead. Organiz¬ 


ers plan to have it installed by Oct. 23. 

Stennis due in Va. on Thursday 

NORFOLK, Va. — The aircraft carrier 
USS John C. Stennis is scheduled to arrive 
Thursday in its new homeport in Norfolk 
after completing a deployment that took 
it through Asia, the Middle East and the 
Mediterranean Sea, the Navy said. 


The Stennis is shifting its homeport from 
Bremerton, Wash., to prepare for a midlife 
refueling and overhaul at Newport News 
Shipbuilding. 

Most of the other ships in its strike group 
split off from the Stennis in mid-April to 
return to San Diego or Hawaii. 

From wire reports 
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Friday Night Fights 
promotes readiness 


Soldiers compete in hand-to-hand combat 
at new Camp Humphreys tournament 


By Matthew Keeler 
Stars and Stripes 

CAMP HUMPHREYS, South Korea 
— The 2nd Infantry Division has launched 
a Friday Night Fights tournament featur¬ 
ing progressively more difficult hand-to- 
hand combat to promote readiness within 
its formations. 

The tournament, which began Friday, 
will bring soldiers from all major subor¬ 
dinate commands under 2nd ID to Sitman 
Fitness Center on Camp Humphreys each 
week to determine who will advance to the 
next round and fight to be the first Friday 
Night Fights champion. 

“We are bringing the soldiers in because 
tournaments like this build their resilien¬ 
cy, their confidence in each other and their 
readiness,” Sgt. 1st Class Matthew Dillon, 
the division’s operations noncommissioned 
officer, told Stars and Stripes on Friday. 

“If a soldier has the confidence to go out 
there, toe-to-toe with someone they don’t 
know, overcome that fear of essentially 
being in hand-to-hand combat with an in¬ 
dividual, it’s going to build their resilience, 
their self-confidence is going to grow and 
they will be more resilient when facing 
tough times out on missions,” Dillon said. 

Also, the tournament gives soldiers 
something fun to do, he said. 

Hand-to-hand combat training helps 
to instill courage and self-confidence, ac¬ 
cording to an Army field manual. With 
competence comes the understanding of 
controlled aggression and the ability to re¬ 
main focused while under duress. 

Command Sgt. Mqj. Phil Barretto, 2nd 
ID’s highest ranking enlisted servicemem- 
ber, said the tournament is also a means 
for soldiers to relieve the stress they en¬ 
dure during their tour. 

“It’s funny, we have had fights outside 


our gates, but we have been fighting our¬ 
selves,” he told Stars and Stripes. “Here is 
your outlet; bring it to the mat. Whoever 
wins, wins. You leave and shake hands.” 

Thirty-four soldiers registered for the 
tournament debut, allowing for 17 bouts 
for the evening’s fight card. 

“At work we are expected to act a cer¬ 
tain way and say roger to everything,” said 
Spc. Matthew Murphy, 
y of 2nd Combat Aviation 

Brigade. “When you’re 
on the mats you can 
express yourself and 
do what you’ve learned 
and trained for. It’s a 
good way to tap into 
energy that we can’t 
really release through¬ 
out a typical day.” 

The tournament will 
advance in levels of dif¬ 
ficulty and rules as it 
progresses each week. 
All of the rules of the 
tournament are in line 
with the U.S. Army 
Combatives School 
competition, rules and 
regulations. 

Rounds one and two 
„ . „ . . will consist of advanced 

2nd Combat combative techniques 
Aviation Brigade that focus on ground 

fighting, control and 
opponent submission. The third round and 
championship round will incorporate in¬ 
termediate-level striking techniques. 

“You may lose tonight, but come back 
and let’s do this again,” Barretto said. “The 
resiliency is to keep fighting to get back up, 
don’t stop because you lost. Keep fighting 
until you win.” 

keeler.matthew@stripes.com 
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Photos by Ian VECA-CEREZo/Courtesy of the U.S. Army 


Above and below: Soldiers compete in the first Friday Night Fights combative 
tournament at Sitman Fitness Center at Camp Humphreys. There were 17 bouts on 
the evening’s fight card. 



The story behind Navy plane that drew a phallus in the sky 


By Michael Brice-Saddler 

The Washington Post 

For nearly two years, little was 
reported on the infamous “sky 
penis” — crudely scrawled across 
Washington state airspace using 
exhaust from a naval jet. 

Admired by some and declared 
childish by others, the illustra¬ 
tion over the Okanogan Highlands 
prompted a full investigation into 
the unit involved. Thanks to the 
Navy Times, we finally have a di¬ 
rect look into the minds of the art¬ 
ists responsible. 

The publication filed a Freedom 
of Information Act request and 
obtained an abundance of details 
regarding the phallic affair, which 
apparently was spurred by bore¬ 
dom and culminated in regret. 

Two junior officers, both of 
Electronic Attack Squadron 130, 
reportedly found themselves with 


time to spare following a training 
session on Nov. 16, 2017 — and 
their EA-18G Growler jet was 
producing particularly strong 
contrails. 

What came next is best ex¬ 
plained by the lieutenants 
themselves; their occasionally 
not-safe-for-work dialogue was 
picked up by the cockpit’s video 
recording system and published 
by the Navy Times. 

“Draw a giant penis, that would 
be awesome” one of the officers 
said to the pilot. “You should to¬ 
tally try to draw a penis.” 

“I could definitely draw one; 
that would be easy,” the pilot re¬ 
sponded. “I could basically draw 
a figure eight and turn around 
and come back. I’m gonna go 
down, grab some speed and, hope¬ 
fully, get out of the contrail layer 
so they’re not connected to each 


other.” 

The pilot continued: “Dude, that 
would be so funny. Airliner’s com¬ 
ing back on their way into Seattle, 
just this big (expletive)-ing, giant 
penis. We could almost draw a 
vein in the middle of it too.” 

They appeared to work out 
the logistics of their drawing in 
real-time, exhibiting a skillful 
display of aerial artistry despite 
acknowledging some of the penis’ 
features were “going to be a little 
lopsided.” 

When their masterpiece was 
completed, the lieutenants flew 
some distance away, laughing to 
themselves while capturing pho¬ 
tos of their work, according to the 
Navy Times. 

But the gleeful lieutenants sud¬ 
denly realized they had a problem: 
their artwork was lingering much 
longer than anticipated. The pilot 
would later write about his failed 


attempt to “scribble it out” with 
more contrails. 

The squadron’s executive offi¬ 
cer soon learned of the remorseful 
lieutenants’ endeavor. 

The squadron quickly issued 
an alert that reached the Office 
of the Chief of Naval Operations, 
warning of an aircraft flown in a 
pattern “that resulted in contrails 
depicting an obscene symbol when 
viewed from the ground.” 

The alert concluded with a bit of 
foreshadowing, “media attention 
is expected.” 

As photos of the penis taken 
from the ground went viral, se¬ 
nior Naval officer Vice Adm. Mike 
Shoemaker vowed to look into the 
matter. 

“Naval aviation continually 
strives to foster an environment of 
dignity and respect,” Shoemaker 
wrote in a statement at the time. 
“Sophomoric and immature antics 


of a sexual nature have no place in 
Naval aviation today.” 

The lieutenants responsible 
were not identified in the report, 
and it was not immediately clear 
what discipline they faced. 

The drawing was not the first 
of its kind. The Washington Post 
previously detailed a string of sky 
drawings, including a Royal Air 
Force jet that appeared to draw a 
penis on Scotland’s skies in 2014. 
That same year, the Blue Angels 
— the Navy’s main flight demon¬ 
stration squadron — reportedly 
painted a penis on the roof of a 
training facility that was so large 
it could be viewed via satellite im¬ 
agery on Google Maps. 

But neither incident resonated 
more with people than the mythi¬ 
cal 2017 “sky penis,” whose art¬ 
ists, as one person put it, showed 
“real attention to detail.” 




















Page 4 


mmmmmmn 


Stars and Stripes 


Thursday, May 16,2019 


EUROPE 


US warns Europe on 
contract bids that 
exclude US firms 



Brandon jACOBs/Courtesy of the U.S. Army 


American soldiers talk with their German counterparts during exercise Allied Spirit X at Hohenfels 
Training Area, Germany, on April 9. The Trump administration is concerned that U.S. firms will not be 
able to compete for contracts on new European Union military projects. 


By John Vandiver 

Stars and Stripes 

The Trump administration 
has issued a warning to Euro¬ 
pean Union allies that a decades- 
long partnership is at risk if the 
American defense industry isn’t 
allowed to compete for contracts 
on new EU military projects. 

The EU is pushing an initia¬ 
tive that amounts to “a dramatic 
reversal” of “three decades of in¬ 
creasing integration of the trans- 
Atlantic defense sector,” senior 
officials in Washington said in a 
letter to Federica Mogherini, the 
bloc’s top diplomat. 

“Before these contracts de¬ 
velop, we advise you to review 
them once again with a focus on 
our long-term goals for the trans- 
Atlantic security partnership,” 
Ellen Lord, undersecretary of 
defense for acquisition and sus¬ 
tainment, wrote in a joint letter 
earlier this month with Andrea 
Thompson, undersecretary of 


state for arms control and inter¬ 
national security. 

The letter, which was obtained 
by the German magazine Der 
Spiegel, says the U.S. could re¬ 
taliate with similar restrictions if 
changes aren’t made. 

At issue is a concern that 
American companies will not be 
able to compete for contracts be¬ 
cause of EU rules connected to 
the European Defense Fund and 
Permanent Structured Coopera¬ 
tion known as Pesco, launched in 
2017 as a way for member states 
to address military weaknesses. 

Europe’s lack of defense invest¬ 
ment has been a key point of con¬ 
tention between President Donald 
Trump and allies in NATO. Now, 
the U.S. is taking issue with a 
European push to become more 
militarily independent through 
the EU. 

Washington has expressed con¬ 
cerns that the EU efforts could 
result in unnecessary duplication 


with NATO when it comes to de¬ 
veloping military capabilities. 

Britain has always blocked ef¬ 
forts to strengthen the EU’s se¬ 
curity and defense capabilities 
separately from NATO, but that 
could end as Britain’s plans to 
exit the EU move forward. 

Meanwhile, relations between 
the U.S. and EU have become in¬ 
creasingly tense. 

Trump, a frequent critic of the 
European pact as well as NATO, 
has complained of a trans-At¬ 
lantic trade imbalance. Trump’s 
threats of tariffs on key sectors, 
such as the German automotive 


industry, have raised concerns of 
a brewing trade war between the 
U.S. and Europe. 

In the case of the EU’s new de¬ 
fense initiatives, the efforts fail to 
meet the requirements of “joint 
arms industrial cooperation 
within the EU and across the At¬ 
lantic,” said the U.S. letter cited 
by Der Spiegel. 

The main complaint from Wash¬ 
ington is that “poison pills” in EU 
contracts can potentially block 
U.S. industry from competing. 

EU rules stipulate that while 
nonmember states can bid for 
contracts, it must be decided on 


a case-by-case basis by EU mem¬ 
bers. The EU also aims to block 
non-European participants from 
exporting subsidized weapons 
systems, Spiegel reported. 

The U.S. threatened to retaliate 
if EU rules are not changed. 

“It is clear that similar recip¬ 
rocally imposed US restrictions 
would not be welcomed by our 
European partners and allies, 
and we would not relish having to 
consider them in the future,” the 
letter said. 

vandiver.iohn@stripes.com 
Twitter: @john_vandiver 
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Caucus to focus on women's issues in the military 


By Claudia Grisales 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — Female servicemem- 
bers and veterans are the focus of a new 
congressional caucus launched Wednes¬ 
day on Capitol Hill. 

Reps. Chrissy Houlahan, D-Pa.; Tulsi 
Gabbard, D-Hawaii; Elaine Luria, D-Va., 
and Mikie Sherrill, D-N.J., kicked off the 
new initiative that they say will be one of a 
kind and support the fastest growing seg¬ 
ment of the military. 

Houlahan, an Air Force veteran elected 
to Congress in November, is the chair¬ 
woman of the new House Servicewomen 
and Women Veterans Congressional Cau¬ 
cus, which now numbers about 50 mem¬ 
bers. Gabbard, Luria and Sherrill will act 
as vice-chairs. 

“More and more women are hearing 
the same call... the call to serve,” Houla¬ 
han said. But “despite the increased pres¬ 
ence across the branches of the military 
... many women are still struggling with 
many of the same issues, including access 
to quality and affordable child care.” 

The lawmakers, also joined by Reps. 
Don Bacon, R-Neb., and Gil Cisneros, D- 
Calif., who are also veterans, and retired 
Army Col. Ellen Haring, CEO of the non¬ 
profit Service Women’s Action Network, 
made the announcement near the steps of 
the Capitol. 

Caucus leaders said they want to focus on 
growing issues facing female servicemem- 
bers and veterans today, from concerns of 
reports of increased sexual assaults in the 



Former Air Force officer Rep. Chrissy 
Houlahan, D-Pa., announces the 
launching of the Servicewomen and 
Women Veterans Caucus that will focus 
on female servicemembers and veterans. 

ranks to more women serving in combat to 
health care. 

“We have a mission, we have our 
marching orders,” Houlahan said. “I 
won’t stop fighting until our mission is 
accomplished.” 

Gabbard said since she was elected 
seven years ago, the ranks of women in 


the military has grown dramatically and 
together the new caucus brings a new per¬ 
spective to servicewomen’s needs on and 
off the battlefield. 

“There have been and continue to be 
obstacles placed before our female ser¬ 
vicemembers and 
veterans. To address 

I - O these obstacles, we’ve 

got to look at the com- 
CauCUS Will plete arc of the ex- 

Serve as perience of women 

. . . who serve, from the 

I the tip Of point where they are 

the spear recruited to going 

in beine through training to 

m uciiig their time in service, 

their voice both here at home 


and making and abroad through 
... separation as well as 
Sure that veterans,” said Gab- 

I progress bard, a member of the 
9 House Armed Servic- 

continues . 7 es Committee . « 0ur 

Tulsi Gabbard caucus will serve as 
D-Hawaii the tip of the spear 
in being their voice 
and making sure that 


progress continues.” 

The group formed the caucus “because 
we didn’t want to be the last people to fill 
these shoes,” said Luria, a Navy veteran 
and another member of the House Armed 
Services Committee. “We are here to stand 
behind those young women, those women 
currently serving and those female veter¬ 
ans to make sure that the issues unique to 
their service as women are looked after 


and that we are their strongest advocate.” 

Gabbard is one of the longest serving 
female servicemembers on Capitol Hill, 
while Luria and Sherrill were elected in 
November. The midterms elections helped 
usher in the largest group of female ser¬ 
vicemembers and veterans serving on the 
Hill to date. 

Experts have said the new members 
built upon the recent successful 2016 cam¬ 
paign of Sen. Tammy Duckworth, D-Ill., a 
veteran Army combat helicopter pilot who 
lost both legs, and Gabbard, a member of 
her state’s National Guard. 

Wednesday’s move comes on the heels 
of a new “Service Women’s Victory Fund” 
launched last week to support the new 
congressional members win re-election to 
their seats in 2020. 

Houlahan, Luria, Sherrill, along with 
Reps. Elissa Slotkin, D-Maine, and Abigail 
Spanberger, D-Va., joined forces to form 
the new campaign initiative. Slotkin and 
Spanberger are former CIA officials. 

All the women are Democrats and 
flipped seats in traditionally Republican 
districts. 

At a meeting with reporters on Friday, 
the group pushed back against character¬ 
izations they were a pack, but instead a 
group focused on working together on is¬ 
sues critical to their constituents. 

“People across the country need ... a 
path forward promoting our values,” Sher¬ 
rill said. “I think we are on shaky ground 
as a people.” 

grisales.claudia@stripes.com 
Twitter: @cgrisales 
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Murky threats add to Persian Gulf tensions 


By Jon Gambrell 

Associated Press 

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates 
— Murky claims of sabotage to oil 
tankers off the coast of the United 
Arab Emirates. A drone attack 
on a pipeline in Saudi Arabia. A 
U.S. aircraft carrier strike group 
steaming toward an unspecified 
threat. 

The events roiling the Persian 
Gulf in recent days have the po¬ 
tential to affect everything from 
the price of a gallon of gas to the 
fate of nations. 

And for those feeling confused 
by it all, don’t worry: Everyone 
else seems to be puzzled too, 
only raising the possibility of a 
miscalculation. 

Just as what sparked the rapid 
series of market-moving events 
aim A i VC ic remains unclear; 

ANALYSIS so does the rea _ 

son for the White 
House deploying warships and B- 
52 bombers to the region. 

Days later, Iran marked the 
anniversary of President Don¬ 
ald Trump withdrawing the U.S. 
from Tehran’s nuclear deal with 
world powers by announcing it 
also would begin backing away 
from the accord. It set a 60-day 
deadline for Europe to offer it a 
better deal before it would begin 
enriching uranium to higher lev¬ 
els that the West fears could allow 
it to obtain atomic bombs. 

“We are very worried about the 
risk of a conflict happening by 
accident with an escalation that is 
unintended really on either side 
but ends with some kind of con¬ 
flict,” British Foreign Secretary 
Jeremy Hunt said recently. 

The main threat Hunt referred 
to was any confrontation between 
the U.S. and Iran. This has been 
brewing ever since Trump, who 
campaigned on tearing up Iran’s 
2015 nuclear deal, came to office. 

After pulling out of the deal last 
year, the U.S. began a maximalist 
pressure campaign against Iran. 
It reimposed sanctions. It created 
new ones, for the first time nam¬ 
ing a part of a country’s armed 
forces a terrorist organization 
and squeezing Iran by threaten¬ 
ing sanctions on any nation im¬ 
porting its crude oil. 

For a year, Iran negotiated with 
European signatories to the deal 
to find a way to allow it to contin¬ 
ue its trading. Those efforts have 
yet to bear fruit. 

Meanwhile, Trump’s national 
security adviser John Bolton, 
who gave paid speeches to an 
Iranian exile group promising 
that Iran’s government would be 
overthrown, issued the statement 
announcing the aircraft carrier 
would be deployed. 

The deployment sends “a clear 
and unmistakable message to the 
Iranian regime that any attack on 
United States interests or on those 
of our allies will be met with un¬ 
relenting force,” Bolton said. 

Iran announced May 8 it would 
back away from the nuclear deal. 
Four days later, on Sunday, every¬ 
thing changed. A pro-Iran Leba¬ 
nese channel falsely claimed the 
Emirati port of Fujairah was 


Evacuation: Elevated threat level in Iraq in its 2nd week 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

The State Department mission in Iraq 
will have limited ability to provide routine 
and emergency services for Americans, of¬ 
ficials have said, and normal visa services 
were temporarily halted at both the Bagh¬ 
dad and Irbil posts. 

The U.S. Consulate in Basra was evacu¬ 
ated last fall, following what Pompeo 
described in September as “repeated inci¬ 
dents of indirect fire” from Shiite militias 
with ties to Iran. Operations there remain 
suspended, the embassy spokesperson said. 
Earlier this week, the embassy had warned 
U.S. citizens in the country to “remain vigi¬ 
lant” and avoid places where Americans 
were known to gather. 

The State Department’s ordinary process 
following an ordered departure calls for a 
review of the situation every 30 days and 
a final determination after six months, the 
embassy spokesperson said. 

For more than a week, U.S. officials have 
said that there is an elevated threat level 
facing U.S. troops deployed in Iraq and 
Syria, primarily emanating from Iranian- 
controlled Shiite militias. U.S. officials have 
also reportedly observed Iranian-controlled 
vessels in the Persian Gulf transporting 
military hardware including missiles. 

U.S. Central Command increased its force 
posture level for the anti-Islamic State coali¬ 
tion in Iraq and Syria and is at a “high level 
of alert as we continue to closely monitor 
credible and possibly imminent threats to 
U.S. forces in Iraq,” Navy Capt. Bill Urban, 
a spokesman, said in a statement Tuesday. 

A high-ranking British general said 
Wednesday there was no new threat from 
Iran or its regional proxies, something im¬ 
mediately rebutted by the CENTCOM, 
which said its troops were on high alert, 
without elaborating, The Associated Press 
reported. 

German troops had suspended training of 
Iraqi forces in the country, Germany’s ARD 
TV channel reported Wednesday. 

German Defense Ministry spokesman 
Jens Flosdorff said Germany was “orienting 
itself toward our partner countries” though 
there are “no concrete warnings of attacks 
against German targets,” The Associated 
Press reported. 

Dutch state broadcaster NOS said the 
Netherlands halted its 50-person military 



Office of the Iranian Supreme Leader/AP 


Iranian Supreme Leader Ayatollah All 
Khamenei addresses government officials 
in Tehran on Tuesday. Khamenei said his 
country won’t negotiate with the United 
States. A portrait of the late revolutionary 
founder Ayatollah Khomeini hangs at rear. 

mission training troops in northern Iraq’s 
Kurdistan region “until further orders,” 
quoting a Defense Ministry spokesman as 
saying he couldn’t elaborate on the threats. 

Last week, the U.S. sent a bomber group 
to the Middle East and expedited the USS 
Abraham Lincoln Carrier Strike Group’s 
transit toward the Persian Gulf in response 
to the intelligence reports. The U.S. is also 
sending a Patriot missile battery to the re¬ 
gion and directing an amphibious warship 
carrying Marines, landing boats and heli¬ 
copters to Central Command waters. 

Trump administration officials have also 
reportedly discussed updated plans that 
would involve sending 120,000 troops to 
the region in the event U.S. troops were at¬ 
tacked by Iran-backed forces or the country 
restarted its nuclear program. President 


Donald Trump dismissed the report as 
“fake news,” but said he “absolutely” would 
do that, possibly with more troops. 

Trump’s administration has steadily in¬ 
creased pressure over the past year since 
withdrawing from the Obama adminis¬ 
tration’s deal with Iran to halt its nuclear 
program, a move that reimposed harsh sanc¬ 
tions on the country, which the U.S. views as 
a sponsor of terrorism in the region. 

In the past few weeks, the U.S. has de¬ 
clared Iran’s Revolutionary Guard Corps a 
terrorist organization and stepped up eco¬ 
nomic pressure by ending waivers from 
sanctions for major importers of Iranian 
oil. 

Iran has responded by stating it would 
restart its nuclear program if a new agree¬ 
ment isn’t reached. It’s also called U.S. 
troops terrorists and threatened to close the 
Strait of Hormuz, a strategic energy choke 
point through which millions of barrels of 
oil pass each day. 

The United States plans to continue its 
pressure campaign until Iran’s leadership 
“is prepared to return to the ranks of re¬ 
sponsible nations that do not threaten their 
neighbors or spread instability or terror,” 
Pompeo told reporters in Sochi, Russia, on 
Tuesday, speaking about his discussions 
with Russian Foreign Minister Sergey 
Lavrov. 

Officials in Europe have expressed skep¬ 
ticism about the reported increased threats 
and have warned the escalations could ac¬ 
cidentally spark a military conflict. Both 
the U.S. and Iran have said they do not want 
war. Iranian officials, meanwhile, have said 
publicly they believe the U.S. efforts will 
backfire. 

“Their plots have usually bounced back 
at them and ended up being harmful to 
themselves both politics and security- 
wise,” Iran’s Supreme Leader Ayatollah 
Ali Khamenei told a meeting of his govern¬ 
ment’s senior officials on Tuesday night, 
state media reported. 

In the same speech, Khamenei also said 
it wouldn’t be difficult for the country to 
enrich uranium to weapons-grade levels be¬ 
yond what is allowed by the current nuclear 
deal, which only the U.S. has backed out of, 
AP reported. But, he said, “no one is seek¬ 
ing war.” 


ablaze after explosions, reports 
carried by Iranian state media 
and semi-official outlets. Hours 
later, the United Arab Emirates 
issued a vague statement alleg¬ 
ing four ships “were subjected to 
sabotage operations.” 

By Monday, it was clear some¬ 
thing happened. One of the four 
oil tankers affected, a Norwe¬ 
gian-flagged ship, clearly had a 
hole punched through its hull. A 
U.S. official, speaking on condi¬ 
tion of anonymity to discuss an 
ongoing investigation, said the 
other three did as well. But Emi¬ 
rati and U.S. officials refused to 
speak on record to journalists. 
Satellite images obtained by The 
Associated Press later showed no 
visible major damage to the ves¬ 
sels, which included two Saudi 
tankers and an Emirati vessel. 

On Tuesday, there still were 
no clear answers but many ques¬ 


tions. Where did the Lebanese 
channel get its information about 
the explosions? What damaged 
the ships? And why won’t anyone 
identify suspects involved in the 
alleged sabotage? 

Suspicion, but not publicly 
verifiable evidence, has fallen on 
nearby Iran. 

Trump told reporters he would 
“absolutely” be willing to send 
troops to the Middle East, but 
that he’s not planned for that and 
hopefully won’t have to plan for 
that. In Tehran, Iran’s Supreme 
Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei 
cautioned: “Neither we, nor them, 
is seeking war. They know that it 
is not to their benefit.” 

Still, Iran has been threatening 
to close off the Strait of Hormuz 
if it can’t sell its own oil on the 
global market. 

The UAE is developing Fujai¬ 
rah with an eye to possibly avoid 


having to send crude oil through 
the Strait of Hormuz. Now sud¬ 
denly, Fujairah is a target. 

On Tuesday, a pipeline in Saudi 
Arabia that allows it to likewise 
avoid the strait became a target 
as well. Yemen’s Houthi rebels, 
with whom Saudi Arabia and the 
UAE have been fighting a bloody 
war since March 2015, launched 
a drone attack on the East-West 
pipeline, which carries nearly 5 
million barrels of crude oil a day 
to the Red Sea. The kingdom shut 
down the pipeline in response, 
causing a spike in global oil 
prices. 

Such attacks routinely cause 
higher global oil prices, which 
mean profits for producers and 
higher prices for consumers. But 
threats to the global oil market in 
the Persian Gulf also have been 
a U.S. national security priority 
since 1980. 


The U.S. fought the Gulf War 
in 1991 to push Iraqi dictator 
Saddam Hussein’s forces out of 
Kuwait, a major OPEC member. 
That war gave birth to the vast 
network of military bases the U.S. 
now has around the Persian Gulf, 
bases that Iran regards warily as 
the USS Abraham Lincoln heads 
toward the Strait of Hormuz. B-52 
bombers from Louisiana already 
are flying missions in the region. 

“Iran could actually view 
some of this as being a potential 
buildup for some type of offen¬ 
sive action,” said Becca Wasser, a 
Washington-based RAND Corp. 
analyst specializing in Gulf secu¬ 
rity. “It raises the risk of acciden¬ 
tal escalation. Because the U.S. 
and Iran don’t have clear lines of 
communication at the moment, 
everything can be perceived in a 
very different light than one side 
is intending.” 
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VETERANS _ 

House again unanimously passes Blue Water bill 


By Nikki Wentling 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — For the second time 
in less than a year, the House unanimously 
approved a bill Tuesday that would extend 
benefits to Vietnam War sailors who have 
fought for years to prove they were exposed 
to the chemical herbicide Agent Orange. 

The House voted 410-0 to advance the 
bill to the Senate, following a vote last year 
of 382-0. 

The Blue Water Navy Vietnam Veterans 
Act of 2019 aims to grant Department of 
Veterans Affairs benefits to “Blue Water” 
Navy veterans who served aboard aircraft 
carriers, destroyers and other ships but 
had been deemed ineligible for the same 
disability benefits as others who served on 
the ground and inland waterways. 

Agent Orange, a dioxin-laden herbicide, 
has been found to cause respiratory can¬ 
cers, Parkinson’s disease and heart dis¬ 
ease, as well as other conditions. 

The House approved a similar bill last 


I would urge the Senate 
not to wait to see what 
the Justice Department 
decides to do. f 

Rep. Mark Takano, D-Calif. 


June in the previous congressional session, 
but the effort stalled and ultimately failed 
in the Senate. 

Reps. Mark Takano, D-Calif., and Phil 
Roe, R-Tenn., leaders of the House Com¬ 
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs, are pleading 
with the Senate to take the bill up quickly 
this time. They asked senators to vote and 
pass the bill by May 27, which is Memorial 
Day, less than two weeks away. 

“That would be a proper, fitting tribute,” 
Takano said. 

It was unclear Tuesday whether the Sen¬ 
ate would schedule a vote on the bill. There 


remained questions of whether the cham¬ 
ber would wait for the end of an ongoing 
court battle regarding Blue Water Navy 
veterans. 

The Court of Appeals for the Federal Cir¬ 
cuit ruled 9-2 in January that Blue Water 
Navy veterans are eligible for VA disability 
compensation and other benefits. 

However, the Department of Justice 
could appeal the decision to the Supreme 
Court. 

“It’s sort of got everybody in a freeze 
frame right now. Do we go ahead? What do 
we do?” Roe said Tuesday during a news 
conference prior to the House vote. “If we 
codify this in law, then [the VA has] their 
marching orders. There’s absolutely a sim¬ 
ple way to solve this.” 

Takano argued the legislation was the 
“quickest and clearest route to delivering 
benefits.” 

“I would urge the Senate not to wait to 
see what the Justice Department decides 
to do,” he said. 

Last year, VA Secretary Robert Wilkie 


and several previous secretaries opposed 
the measure, citing high costs and insuf¬ 
ficient scientific evidence. 

Like last year’s bill, the measure that 
passed the House on Tuesday would in¬ 
crease fees for nondisabled veterans who 
apply through the VA home loan program 
to help offset costs. 

Eight national veterans organizations 
issued a letter Tuesday in support of the 
bill, writing it was “time to correct the 
injustice.” 

However, Military Veterans Advocacy 
pulled its support, arguing the bill would 
inadvertently limit the number of veterans 
who would be eligible for benefits if the 
court ruling were to stand. 

John Wells, director of Military-Veterans 
Advocacy and one of the attorneys involved 
in the court case, has asked lawmakers to 
use broader language. 

wentling.nikki@stripes.com 
Twitter: @nikkiwentling 
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Medal of Honor recipient Bob Maxwell salutes at a ceremony in 
2013 at Bend High School in Bend, Ore. He died Saturday at 98. 


Oldest Medal of Honor recipient dies 


Associated Press 

BEND, Ore. — World War II veteran Bob Max¬ 
well, the nation’s oldest Medal of Honor recipient, 
has died in Oregon more than seven decades after 
grabbing a blanket and throwing himself on a Ger¬ 
man hand grenade in France to save his squad 
mates. He was 98. 

Maxwell died Saturday in Bend, The Bulletin 
newspaper of Bend reported. 

The death was confirmed Monday by U.S. Rep. 
Greg Walden, R-Ore., who said Maxwell represent¬ 
ed the “best of what Oregon and America have to 
offer.” 

Maxwell earned the nation’s highest military 
honor while fighting in Besancon, France, on Sept. 
7,1944, the newspaper reported. The bomb severely 
injured him, but the blanket saved his life by absorb¬ 
ing some of the impact. 

He was also awarded two Silver Stars, two Pur¬ 
ple Hearts, a Bronze Star and two French combat 


awards — the French Croix de Guerre and the Le¬ 
gion d’Honneur — for his service in World War II. 

Maxwell had been the oldest living recipient of the 
Medal of Honor, which is bestowed for “conspicuous 
gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of life above and 
beyond the call of duty.” 

Born on Oct. 26, 1920, in Boise, Idaho, Maxwell 
was drafted into the U.S. Army during World War II. 
Though he was a Quaker, he declined conscientious 
objector status and entered the service in Colorado. 

Trained to string heavy wire for telephone lines at 
the battlefront, he served in Italy and then France, 
becoming a technician fifth grade and wearing two 
stripes — the equivalent of a corporal. 

Prior to throwing himself on the grenade, Max¬ 
well sustained a leg injury in Italy in January 1944 
while maintaining telephone wires under intense 
artillery fire. 

He spent several months in a hospital in Naples, 
returned to his unit and was sent to France. 


VA agrees to pay man overdue benefits 


By Wyatt Olson 

Stars and Stripes 

The Veterans Administration 
has notified a disabled Army 
veteran in New Jersey it will pay 
the roughly $40,000 owed him in 
overdue benefits. 

Ronald Choplinsky, 71, was 
facing a sheriff’s sale due to un¬ 
paid real estate taxes on com¬ 
mercial property he owns in 
Philadelphia. 

The VA Board of Veterans’ Ap¬ 
peals in January 2018 determined 
Choplinsky’s disability to be of 
greater severity than had been 
designated and that he should be 
compensated to an earlier date, a 
decision that entitled him to thou¬ 
sands of dollars in back benefits. 

But the Philadelphia VA Re¬ 
gional Office had balked at pay¬ 
ing the overdue compensation, 
despite the pleas of an attorney 
he hired and the intervention of a 
local congressman. 

“It’s exciting, you know, that 
they finally came around,” Chop¬ 
linsky said Tuesday. 


Sharon Basile, his daughter, 
said the regional office called 
her father Monday to inform him 
that he would receive the overdue 
compensation, shortly after Stars 
and Stripes posted a story. 

The payment was expected by 
Thursday, she said, adding ar¬ 
rangements have been made to 
postpone the sheriff’s sale sched¬ 
uled for Wednesday. 

The shop had been owned and 
run by Choplinsky’s father, and 
after working most of his life in 
the shop, the younger Choplinsky 
rents it to another operator. 

He has also fallen behind on the 
mortgage payment on his home, 
which he had owned before hav¬ 
ing to take out a mortgage to pay 
the many medical bills from his 
wife’s terminal illness. 

Sally Stenton, Choplinsky’s at¬ 
torney, said the regional office 
is also instituting the appeals 
board’s order to increase his dis¬ 
ability rating — for a condition 
called gastroesophageal reflux 
disease — from 10% to 30% be¬ 
ginning June 1. The roughly $343 


monthly increase in benefits will 
allow him to keep current with 
the mortgage, Stenton said. 

Choplinsky was drafted into the 
Army in July 1968, but was hospi¬ 
talized for a month near the end of 
basic training at Fort Bragg, N.C. 
He was honorably discharged as 
a result of the medical condition. 

In addition to its decision to 
increase Choplinsky’s benefits, 
the Board of Veterans’ Appeals 
directed the Philadelphia VA 
Regional Office to investigate 
whether he should receive retro¬ 
active compensation. 

The regional office had main¬ 
tained that this investigation had 
to be completed before the board’s 
other orders were instituted. 

The stance contradicted the VA 
Benefits Manual M21-1, which 
highlights a directive that a re¬ 
gional office should implement an 
appeals board’s “grant or partial 
grant of benefits in any favorable 
decision before initiating devel¬ 
opment of the remanded appeal.” 

olson.wyatt@stripes.com 
Twitter: @WyattWOIson 
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Susan Walsh/AP 

Daniel Elwell, acting administrator of the Federal Aviation Administration, testifies Wednesday during a 
House Transportation Committee hearing on the status of the Boeing 737 MAX aircraft. 


Lawmakers question Fflfl's 
approval of 737 Max plane 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The nation’s 
top aviation regulator assured 
Congress on Wednesday that the 
Boeing 737 Max, grounded after 
two deadly accidents, will return 
to flying only when a government 
analysis shows that it is safe. 

The Federal Aviation Adminis¬ 
tration is under scrutiny for how 
it relied on Boeing to certify the 
Max and then didn’t ground the 
plane until after the second crash, 
in March. 

Acting FAA chief Daniel Elwell 
told the House aviation subcom¬ 
mittee that his agency “welcomes 
scrutiny that helps make us 
better.” 

Elwell listed several reviews 
of the FAA’s handling of the mat¬ 
ter, adding, however, that only the 
FAA would decide when the Max 
is safe enough to be allowed back 
in the air. 

“In the U.S., the 737 Max will 
return to service only when the 
FAA’s analysis of the facts and 
technical data indicate that it is 
safe to do so,” Elwell said. 

House Aviation subcommittee 


*The FAA has a 
credibility problem, f 

Rick Larsen 

House Aviation subcomittee chairman 


Chairman Rick Larsen said he 
expects answers about the FAA’s 
certification of the Max, the role 
of Boeing employees in assess¬ 
ing key features on the plane, and 
the FAA’s role in developing pilot 
training for the plane. 

“The FAA has a credibility 
problem,” he said. 

Larsen added a note of eco¬ 
nomic urgency to the grounding 
of the Max, Boeing’s best-selling 
plane and one that is built in his 
home state of Washington. He 
said Congress must help make 
the public feel safe about flying 
because “if they don’t fly, airlines 
don’t need to buy airplanes,” and 
“then there will be no jobs” in air¬ 
craft manufacturing. 

Rep. Peter DeFazio, D-Ore., 
criticized Boeing for pilot manu¬ 
als that didn’t mention a new 


automated flight control system 
implicated in both accidents, 
and for a design that pitched the 
plane’s nose down based on read¬ 
ings from a single sensor that 
could fail. 

The two plane crashes in Ethio¬ 
pia in March and in Indonesia last 
October killed 346 people. 

DeFazio, who heads the full 
Transportation Committee, also 
said Boeing hasn’t yet provided 
documents that he and Larsen 
requested, saying he hoped the 
company would provide them vol¬ 
untarily and soon. 

“Boeing has yet to provide a 
single document,” he said. “We’ve 
got to get to the bottom of this.” 

Boeing is already the subject 
of a criminal investigation by the 
Justice Department. Boeing cus¬ 
tomers Southwest Airlines and 
American Airlines and their pilot 
unions have received subpoe¬ 
nas related to that investigation. 
United Airlines, which also flew 
the Max until it was grounded 
in March, declined to comment, 
although its pilot union con¬ 
firmed that it too has received a 
subpoena. 


Alaska floatplanes collided at 3,300 feet 


By Rachel D’oro and Mark Thiessen 

Associated Press 

ANCHORAGE, Alaska — Two sightseeing planes 
carrying cruise ship passengers in Alaska collided 
at about the 3,300-foot level before they crashed, the 
National Transportation Safety Board announced 
after a team arrived from Washington to investigate 
the crash. 

The two planes collided in midair Monday. The 
Coast Guard raised the death toll to six people on 
Tuesday after finding the bodies of two people who 
had been missing. Five of the dead were passengers 
and the sixth was the pilot of one of the planes. 

Federal investigators said the larger plane, a de 


Havilland Otter DHC-3 with 10 passengers and its 
pilot, had descended from 3,800 feet and collided 
with a smaller de Havilland DHC-2 Beaver, carry¬ 
ing four passengers from the same cruise ship, the 
Royal Princess, and the pilot. 

The federal investigation into the cause of the 
crash could take months, but a preliminary report 
is expected to be released within two weeks, said 
Peter Knudson, a spokesman for the NTSB. 

Coast Guard Lt. Brian Dykens said Tuesday eve¬ 
ning that his agency and the Ketchikan Volunteer 
Rescue Squad found the two bodies of those who 
were missing near the crash site of the smaller 
plane involved in the collision, a single-engine de 
Havilland DHC-2 Beaver. 


Delays in levee 
repairs stress 
riverside areas 


By Josh Funk 

Associated Press 

OMAHA, Neb. — Communi¬ 
ties that were flooded when le¬ 
vees failed along the Missouri 
River earlier this spring will like¬ 
ly remain exposed to high water 
for months to come, leaving dis¬ 
placed residents wondering when 
— or if — they will be able to re¬ 
turn and rebuild their homes. 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engi¬ 
neers — the federal agency that 
regulates flood control along the 
waterway — has been assess¬ 
ing the levees that were crippled 
in March when heavy rain and 
snow melt caused the river and 
its tributaries to overflow in Iowa, 
Nebraska, Missouri and Kansas. 
But repairs have been hindered 
by the extent of the damage and 
lingering floodwaters. 

The flooding that caused an 
estimated $3 billion in damage in 
the Midwest forced Ardis Rogers, 
94, from her farm near the small 
community of Percival in south¬ 
west Iowa. She said she’s heard 
from people who flew over her 
home that it appears dry but that 
the roads remain flooded. 

“I haven’t a clue of when I can 
go home, and there’s no place like 
home,” said Rogers, who has been 
staying with friends in Hamburg. 
“We’re dependent on the levees, 


and we’re dependent on the Corps 
of Engineers.” 

Only a handful of the more than 
40 construction contracts needed 
to fix the damaged Missouri 
River levees have been issued. 

“Until those levees get back 
up to regular height, we won’t 
feel secure,” said Sherri Bowen, 
spokeswoman for Mills County, 
Iowa, whose hometown of Glen- 
wood sits behind a broken levee. 
“It’s very stressful.” 

Even the quickest repairs — 
plugging holes in two levees near 
Hamburg and Percival — won’t 
be completed until the spring 
rainy season is over. 

“We’re working hard to get 
that initial level of protection in 
place,” said Lowell Blankers, who 
oversees levee repairs in Iowa 
and Nebraska for the Corps. 

But completing the repairs will 
be difficult. 

“We have been hampered by 
poor conditions,” said Jud Kneu- 
vean, emergency manager with 
the Kansas City district of the 
Army Corps of Engineers. 

Often after floods, officials 
drive along the levees to assess 
the damage, but that hasn’t been 
an option this spring in places 
where floodwaters surged over 
the top. 



Nati Harnik/AP 


Barriers constructed to hold back floodwaters from the Missouri 
River line a street in Hamburg, Iowa, on May 10. Communities 
flooded when levees failed will likely remain exposed to high water 
for months. 


FCC seeks to curb robocalls 


Associated Press 

U.S. regulators are proposing 
new tools to counter the unrelent¬ 
ing waves of robocalls received 
each year in America. 

The rising volume of calls in 
the last few years has created 
pressure on Congress, regulators 
and phone companies to act. 

The Federal Communications 
Commission said Wednesday that 
it will vote in June on whether to 


allow carriers to block spam calls 
by default. Right now, customers 
can only request tools from their 
carriers or download apps from 
other companies to help them 
weed out unwanted calls. 

The agency won’t require car¬ 
riers to provide such services or 
mandate that the tools offered are 
free. FCC Chairman Ajit Pai said, 
however, that he wouldn’t expect 
companies to charge customers 
who need help blocking calls. 
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Reports: Trump Jr. 
agrees to closed-door 
interview on Russia 


By Mary Clare Jalonick 
and Jonathan Lemire 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The Sen¬ 
ate Intelligence Committee has 
struck a deal with Donald Trump 
Jr. to appear for a closed-door in¬ 
terview next month, pulling the 
two sides back, for now, from a 
confrontation over a subpoena 
as part of the panel’s Russia 
investigation. 

Under the terms of the deal, 
according to two people famil¬ 
iar with the agreement, Trump 
Jr. will talk to the committee in 
mid-June for up to four hours. 
The people spoke on condition 
of anonymity Tuesday to discuss 
the confidential terms. 

The deal comes after the panel 
subpoenaed President Donald 
Trump’s eldest son to discuss an¬ 
swers he gave the panel’s staff in 
a 2017 interview. Trump Jr. had 
backed out of interviews twice, 
prompting the subpoena, accord¬ 
ing to people familiar with Senate 
Intelligence Committee Chair¬ 
man Richard Burr’s remarks to 
a GOP luncheon last week. Those 
people spoke on condition of ano¬ 
nymity to discuss Burr’s remarks 
in the private senators’ meeting. 

The deadline for Trump Jr. to 
respond was Monday, according 
to one of the people familiar with 
the terms. His lawyers drafted 
a letter to the committee declin¬ 
ing an appearance and the pres¬ 
ident’s son expected to be held 
in contempt for declining to be 


interviewed. 

But before the letter was sent, 
the committee reached out Mon¬ 
day evening and extended the 
deadline. The deal was then 
struck. 

A spokeswoman for Burr de¬ 
clined to comment. The North 
Carolina Republican has weath¬ 
ered fierce criticism for the sub¬ 
poena from the president and his 
GOP colleagues. 

Trump said Tuesday he be¬ 
lieved that his son was being 
treated poorly. 

“It’s really a tough situation be¬ 
cause my son spent, I guess, over 
20 hours testifying about some¬ 
thing that (special counsel Rob¬ 
ert) Mueller said was 100 percent 
OK and now they want him to tes¬ 
tify again,” Trump told reporters 
at the White House before travel¬ 
ing to Louisiana. “I don’t know 
why. I have no idea why. But it 
seems very unfair to me.” 

It’s the first known subpoena 
of a member of the president’s 
immediate family, and some Re¬ 
publicans went as far as to say 
they thought Trump Jr. shouldn’t 
comply. 

Sen. Thom Tillis, R-N.C., tweet¬ 
ed, “It’s time to move on & start 
focusing on issues that matter to 
Americans.” Sen. John Comyn 
of Texas, a GOP member of the 
panel, said he understood Trump 
Jr.’s frustration. Cornyn’s Texas 
colleague, Republican Sen. Ted 
Cruz, said there was “no need” 
for the subpoena. 


‘Bathroom bill’ sponsor wins 
GOP primary in N. Carolina 


Associated Press 

RALEIGH, N.C. — North 
Carolina’s most infamous po¬ 
litical story lines of recent years 
are merging into a congressional 
race this summer that pits the ar¬ 
chitect of the state’s “bathroom 
bill” against a Democrat who was 
granted an electoral do-over after 
evidence of ballot fraud tainted 
his prior opponent’s campaign. 

State Sen. Dan Bishop topped 
nine other candidates in Tues¬ 
day’s Republican primary, win¬ 
ning 48% of the ballots in a low 
turnout election that drew 9.5% of 
the eligible voters. He now faces 
Democrat Dan McCready, as well 
as Libertarian and Green candi¬ 
dates, on Sept. 10. 

Bishop’s role as sponsor of a 
headline-grabbing “bathroom 
bill” that voided anti-discrimina¬ 
tion protections for LGBT people 
is likely to be a focal point in this 
repeat race, ordered by election 
officials who deemed last year’s 
contest too tainted to stand. 

Despite the low turnout on 
Tuesday, the general election 
could draw a heavy infusion of 
political cash. 

The vote count last Novem- 



Chuck Burton/AP 


State Sen. Dan Bishop topped 
nine other GOP candidates 
seeking the 9th Congressional 
District nomination in North 
Carolina. 

ber showed McCready, a former 
Marine and Harvard MBA, nar¬ 
rowly losing to Republican Mark 
Harris. But then, an investigation 
found Harris ignored warnings 
and paid a political operative who 
collected mail-in ballots. Harris 
opted not to run again. 

In 2016, Bishop sponsored 
House Bill 2, the law that voided 
a Charlotte ordinance expanding 
LGBT rights and prevented simi¬ 
lar anti-discrimination rules in 
the state. 



Mickey Welsh, The Montgomery (Ala.) Advertiser/AP 


Laura Stiller hands out coat hangers outside the Alabama State House in Montgomery, Ala., on Tuesday 
as she talks about illegal abortions during a rally against a state ban on nearly all abortions. 


Ala. ban on most abortions 
passes; now up to governor 


By Kim Chandler 

Associated Press 

MONTGOMERY, Ala. — Ala¬ 
bama lawmakers voted to outlaw 
almost all abortions in the state, 
igniting a legal and political bat¬ 
tle over what would be the most 
restrictive law in the country 
as conservatives aim to chal¬ 
lenge the Supreme Court’s 1973 
decision that legalized abortion 
nationwide. 

The legislation would make 
performing an abortion a felony 
at any stage of pregnancy with 
almost no exceptions and is the 
most far-reaching attempt to 
limit abortion since Roe v. Wade 
was decided more than 40 years 
ago. 

Abortion rights advocates 
Wednesday morning urged Ala¬ 


bama Gov. Kay Ivey to reject the 
bill and vowed swift legal action 
if it is enacted. 

“We are laser-focused on urging 
Gov. Kay Ivey to veto this danger¬ 
ous bill,” said Staci Fox, president 
and CEO of Planned Parenthood 
Southeast. “If she chooses not to, 
then we will take this to court and 
ensure that abortion remains safe 
and legal and accessible in the 
state of Alabama.” 

Ivey has not commented on 
the bill but the Republican fix¬ 
ture in Alabama has long iden¬ 
tified as anti-abortion and the 
bill’s sponsor, Rep. Terri Collins, 
said she expects her to sign the 
legislation. 

In Alabama and other conser¬ 
vative states, anti-abortion politi¬ 
cians and activists emboldened 


by the addition of conservative 
justices to the U.S. Supreme 
Court hope to ignite legal fights 
and eventually overturn the land¬ 
mark 1973 decision Roe v. Wade. 

“Roe v. Wade has ended the lives 
of millions of children,” Alabama 
Republican Sen. Clyde Chambliss 
said in a statement. “While we 
cannot undo the damage that de¬ 
cades of legal precedence under 
Roe have caused, this bill has the 
opportunity to save the lives of 
millions of unborn children.” 

Democrats criticized the bill. 

“The state of Alabama ought 
to be ashamed of herself. You 
ought to be ashamed. Go look in 
the mirror,” Sen. Bobby Singleton 
said “Women in this state didn’t 
deserve this. This is all about po¬ 
litical grandstanding.” 


Senators push for new visas for 
Afghans supporting US mission 


By Claudia Grisales 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — A bipartisan group of sena¬ 
tors rolled out legislation Wednesday to provide 
4,000 new visas for Afghans who have supported 
the U.S. mission in Afghanistan as Congress contin¬ 
ues its battle with the Trump administration over 
immigration. 

The legislation is needed because the Afghans, 
whose lives are in danger because of their service, 
are facing new roadblocks put in place by President 
Donald Trump to attain visas, said Sen. Jeanne Sha- 
heen, D-N.H., who is sponsoring the plan. 

Shaheen added she was concerned by reports the 
administration has drastically reduced the distribu¬ 
tion of such visas through the Afghan Special Immi¬ 
grant Visa and Iraqi Direct Access programs. 

“Afghan civilians continue to stand shoulder to 
shoulder with Americans in the battlefield at tre¬ 
mendous risk to the safety and welfare of their fami¬ 
lies,” Shaheen said. “Their service in support of our 
military and diplomatic personnel in Afghanistan 
has saved American lives, and we have an obligation 


to provide sanctuary from terrorist threats.” 

The Afghan Allies Protection Act of 2019 would 
provide the 4,000 visas by the end of fiscal year 
2019, which ends Sept. 30. It also addresses new ad¬ 
ministrative obstacles put in place that prevent Af¬ 
ghan and Iraqi allies from receiving visas. 

Shaheen has been joined by Sens. Thom Tillis, 
R-N.C.; Jack Reed, D-R.I.; Roger Wicker, R-Miss.; 
Richard Blumenthal, D-Conn.; Cory Gardner, R- 
Colo.; and Tim Kaine, D-Va., to launch the legisla¬ 
tion. All are members of the Senate Armed Services 
Committee. 

Shaheen has worked on the Afghan visa effort for 
several years alongside the late Arizona Republican 
Sen. John McCain, who died in August. 

“Any failure to uphold our nation’s promise to these 
brave men and women jeopardizes local support in 
future missions,” Shaheen said in a statement. “As a 
nation, we must be true to our word, and Congress 
can do its part by making sure enough visas are con¬ 
sistently made available. I’m very pleased that, once 
again, this effort will be on a bipartisan basis.” 

grisales.claudia@stripes.com 
Twitter: @cgrisales 
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Seth Wenig/AP 

According to a government report released Wednesday, U.S. birth rates reached record lows for women in their teens and 20s, leading to 
the fewest babies in 32 years. 


Report: US birth rate drops again 


'Broadway Bandit' 
arrested again 

NEW YORK — A New Yorker 
dubbed the “Broadway Bandit” 
was arrested Tuesday on charges 
stemming from a bank robbery 
that occurred only nine days 
after he walked away from a sen¬ 
tencing hearing for robbing five 
banks. 

Jamie Frierson, 49, of Manhat¬ 
tan, is back in federal custody, 
charged with robbing a Bronx 
bank last Wednesday. 

William F. Sweeney Jr., head of 
New York’s FBI office, said in a 
release that Frierson “clearly did 
not learn his lesson.” 

U.S. Attorney Geoffrey S. 
Berman called it a “repeat 
performance.” 

New York Police Commis¬ 
sioner James P. O’Neill credited 
the fast arrest to the close bond 
between the banking community 
and local, state and federal law 
enforcement partners. 

A criminal complaint in Man¬ 
hattan federal court said a rela¬ 
tive with whom Frierson has 
been living identified him as the 
individual depicted on bank video 
footage of the Bronx robbery. 

Family questions how 
inmate got pregnant 


By Carla K. Johnson 

Associated Press 

America’s baby bust isn’t over. The nation’s 
birth rates last year reached record lows for 
women in their teens and 20s, a government 
report shows, leading to the fewest babies in 
32 years. 

The provisional report, released Wednes¬ 
day and based on more than 99% of U.S. birth 
records, found 3.788 million births last year. It 
was the fourth year the number of births has 
fallen, the lowest since 1986 and a surprise to 
some experts given the improving economy. 

The fertility rate of 1.7 births per U.S. 
woman also fell 2%, meaning the current gen¬ 
eration isn’t making enough babies to replace 


itself. The fertility rate is a hypothetical esti¬ 
mate based on lifetime projections of age-spe¬ 
cific birth rates. 

Whether more U.S. women are postponing 
motherhood or forgoing it entirely isn’t yet 
clear. 

If trends continue, experts said, the U.S. 
can expect labor shortages, including in elder 
care, when aging baby boomers need the most 
support. 

“I keep expecting to see the birth rates go 
up and then they don’t,” said demographer 
Kenneth M. Johnson, of the University of New 
Hampshire’s Carsey School of Public Policy. 

He estimates 5.7 million babies would have 
been born in the past decade if fertility rates 


hadn’t fallen from pre-recession levels. 

“That’s a lot of empty kindergarten rooms,” 
said Johnson, who wasn’t involved in the 
report. 

Other experts are predicting young women 
will catch up with childbearing later in their 
lives. 

The only groups with slightly higher birth 
rates in 2018 were women in their late 30s and 
in their early 40s. 

“Our fertility rates are still quite high for a 
wealthy nation,” said Caroline Sten Hartnett, 
a demographer at the University of South 
Carolina. 

American women are starting families 
sooner than those in most other developed na¬ 
tions, according to other research. 


Study: Ill. ignores some abuse complaints 


Man pleads guilty 
in attack at mall 


By Don Babwin 

Associated Press 

CHICAGO — Illinois’ child welfare agency is so 
intent on keeping children with their parents even 
when they have strong evidence of abuse that it has 
sometimes left those children in grave danger, a 
study released Wednesday found. 

Democratic Gov. J.B. Pritzker ordered the study 
of the Department of Children and Family Services’ 
Intact Family Services unit after the recent deaths 
of three children. That unit is responsible for over¬ 
seeing households in which children are left in the 
home after allegations of abuse or neglect. 

Illinois has been lauded for having one of the low¬ 
est foster care entry rates of any state. Yet research¬ 
ers found a profound failure to communicate within 
the department; overburdened staffers; staffers so 
convinced that prosecutors wouldn’t agree with 
requests to remove children from homes that they 
didn’t bother to ask; and cases in which evidence 
and suspicions of abuse or neglect were brushed 
aside. 

Keeping children with their families is “a laudable 
goal,” said Michael Cull, one of the study’s authors. 
“But over time for a variety of reasons it becomes an 
overriding priority that leads to decisions that [the 
agency] may not even know they are making.” 

The study by the University of Chicago’s Chap¬ 
in Hall research center was ordered before last 
month’s beating death of A.J. Freund, a 5-year-old 
whose parents are charged with first-degree mur¬ 
der. Nonetheless, issues surrounding his short life 



Ashlee Rezin, Chicago Sun Times/AP 


Dana Weiner, policy fellow at Chapin Hall at the 
University of Chicago, discusses a review of 
the Illinois Department of Children and Family 
Services’ Intact Family Services program. 

and violent death — from extensive contact the fam¬ 
ily had with child welfare workers to a determina¬ 
tion that there wasn’t credible evidence to support 
placing the boy in protective custody even though he 
suggested his mother was responsible for bruises on 
his body — are examined by the researchers. 

The rate of death due to child maltreatment in Il¬ 
linois in 2016 — 2.16 per 100,000 children — was a 
bit lower than the national figure of 2.36 per 100,000 
children. 


Associated Press 

MINNEAPOLIS — A man who 
reportedly told investigators that 
he went to the Mall of America 
“looking for someone to kill” 
pleaded guilty Tuesday to throw¬ 
ing a 5-year-old boy from a third- 
floor balcony and faces 19 years 
in prison. 

Emmanuel Aranda, 24, of 
Minneapolis, pleaded guilty to 
attempted premeditated first- 
degree murder in the April 12 
attack. The child suffered head 
trauma and multiple broken 
bones but survived. Aranda will 
be sentenced June 3. 

His plea deal calls for pros¬ 
ecutors to drop an aggravated- 
circumstances component to the 
charge that could have meant an 
additional year in prison. 

Police arrested Aranda mo¬ 
ments after the attack as he wait¬ 
ed to board a light-rail train at the 
mall, and they said he had quickly 
admitted to the attack. 

A criminal complaint said 
Aranda told police he was angry 
at being rejected by women at the 
mall and was “looking for some¬ 
one to kill.” 


ROCKFORD, Ala. —Relatives 
of a jailed Alabama woman are 
questioning how the woman be¬ 
came pregnant. 

Alcorn reported Latoni Daniel, 
26, has been jailed for 17 months 
and is set to give birth to her 
first child this month. The U.S. 
National Guard veteran became 
pregnant while at a Coosa County 
jail in Rockford, but she says she 
has no memory of having sex. 

Attorney Mickey McDermott 
said he believes his client was 
raped while taking sedatives pre¬ 
scribed to treat seizures. Daniel’s 
brother, Terrell Ransaw, said 
Daniel didn’t have seizures be¬ 
fore she was jailed. 

County District Attorney Jeff 
Willis said Daniel’s pregnancy is 
under investigation. 

Police: Video shows 
man moving wife's body 

PHOENIX — A husband ar¬ 
rested in Arizona on suspicion of 
concealing his wife’s dead body 
was seen earlier on security video 
moving a woman’s naked body to 
his vehicle outside a Texas hotel, 
police said Tuesday. 

Previous footage showed the 
couple from Sand Springs, Okla., 
walking into their room at the El 
Paso hotel on Sunday evening. 

The next morning, Rodney 
Puckett, 70, is seen using a lug¬ 
gage cart to move the body of 
Linda Puckett, 74, said Sgt. Kris¬ 
tie Barnette, a police spokeswom¬ 
an in Eloy, where Rodney Puckett 
was later arrested. 

Puckett told investigators he 
found his wife unresponsive on 
Monday and put her body in their 
vehicle before continuing an un¬ 
planned trip to California. 

The cause of death hasn’t been 
determined, but Barnette noted 
that Linda Puckett had signs of 
blunt force trauma on her body. 

From The Associated Press 
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Teen called mom while 
subduing school shooter 


By Thomas Peipert 

Associated Press 





David Zalubowski/AP 


Joshua Jones, center, who was wounded while stopping a gunman involved in the 
attack on the STEM School Highlands Ranch in Colorado, speaks during a Tuesday 
news conference as his father, David, left, and mother, Lorie, listen. 


LITTLETON, Colo. — A student who 
helped thwart a shooting at a suburban 
Denver high school says he was still pin¬ 
ning one of the attackers down when he 
decided to call one of the most important 
people in his life — his mother. 

Joshua Jones, 18, a senior at STEM 
School Highlands Ranch, said during a 
news conference Tuesday he was watching 
“The Princess Bride” in his British litera¬ 
ture class when a classmate pulled a gun 
and told everyone to stay still. Jones said he 
was acting on instinct when he, Kendrick 
Castillo and Brendan Bialy subdued one of 
two students who attacked the school south 
of Denver on May 7. 

Castillo was killed, and Jones was shot 
twice in one leg but said he is recovering 
quickly. 

“There wasn’t a whole lot that was going 
through my mind at the time. Adrenaline 
and tunnel vision are a crazy thing,” said 
Jones, who described himself as just a nor¬ 
mal teenage kid. “They make it so that you 
don’t really focus on anything but what’s 
right in front of your face at that moment.” 

He did, however, have the presence of 
mind to call his mom. 

“She always has been a problem solv¬ 
er for me,” he said, adding that she told 
him not to worry. “It was a pretty quick 
conversation. 

“It was really just something like, ‘Hey, 
Mom. There’s been a school shooting. I’ve 
been involved. The authorities are on the 
way. They’re going to get an ambulance 


and I’m going to go to the hospital. That’s 
all I got right now for you.’” 

The second shooter was captured by an 
armed security guard. 

Authorities have said those acts of brav¬ 
ery helped minimize the bloodshed from 
the attack, which also wounded eight stu¬ 
dents, all of whom have since been released 
from the hospital. 

“We’re going to hear about very heroic 
things that have taken place at the school,” 
Douglas County Sheriff Tony Spurlock said 
shortly after the shooting. 

Devon Erickson, 18, and Alec McKinney, 
16, who is listed in court records as Maya, 
are accused of walking into the school 
through an entrance without metal detec¬ 
tors and opening fire in two classrooms. 
Investigators have not offered a motive and 
declined to say how the students got the 
handguns that were used in the attack. 

The two are charged with more than a 
dozen counts of murder and attempted 
murder as well as theft and arson, prosecu¬ 
tors said Wednesday. 

The charges were listed in electronic 
court records. It wasn’t clear if McKinney 


was being charged as an adult. 

Colorado law allows prosecutors to file 
adult charges of serious felonies against 
16- and 17-year-olds without prior approv¬ 
al from a judge. 


Jones declined to talk about the shooters 
Tuesday, instead focusing on Castillo and 
his own physical and emotional recovery. 

He said he is “still in a bit of a funk” emo¬ 
tionally ... “but physically, I’m recovering 
incredibly well. I’m healing fast. I mean, 
I’m a young kid.” 

A memorial service for Castillo was 
scheduled for Wednesday. 

The shooting happened nearly three 
weeks after the neighboring town of Little¬ 
ton marked the 20th anniversary of the 
Columbine High School attack that killed 
13 people. 

The two schools are separated by about 7 
miles south of Denver. 


It was really just something like, ‘Hey, Mom. There’s 
been a school shooting. I’ve been involved. ... They’re 
going to get an ambulance and I’m going to go to the 
hospital. That’s all I got right now for you.’ 9 

Joshua Jones 

senior at STEM School Highlands Ranch 


Judge declares missing Florida newlywed dead 


Associated Press 

WEST PALM BEACH, Fla. 
— A judge has declared a missing 
Florida newlywed dead, almost 
two years to the day after she dis¬ 
appeared while honeymooning in 
the Bahamas. 

The May 9 order declares that 
Isabella Heilman, 41, is presumed 
dead at sea. 


New York Daily News 

The marriages were short and 
not for love. 

But instead of a Las Vegas- 
style, alcohol-fueled ceremony, 
these marriages were criminal 
schemes. 

Authorities announced Monday 
that nearly 100 people have been 
indicted in a massive conspiracy 
in which immigrants paid as much 
as $70,000 to briefly marry a U.S. 
citizen and obtain a permanent 
resident card known as a “Green 
Card.” 

The indictment, returned by 
a grand jury in Texas late last 
month, accuses 96 people of tak¬ 
ing part in the Houston-based 
criminal organization, which cre¬ 


Her husband, Lewis Bennett, 
42, faces sentencing in his wife’s 
death this month after pleading 
guilty in November to involuntary 
manslaughter. 

Bennett was found alone in a 
lifeboat packed with provisions and 
$100,000 worth of stolen coins. He 
repeatedly claimed he was asleep 
below deck and discovered his wife 
missing when their catamaran took 


ated sham marriages between 
legal U.S. residents and aliens, 
mostly from Vietnam, for years. 

Officials said the spouses met 
only briefly and usually imme¬ 
diately before getting their mar¬ 
riage license, but sometimes they 
didn’t meet at all. 

The group, led by Ashley Yen 
Nguyen, would prepare fake wed¬ 
ding albums to make it appear as if 
the couple had an actual wedding 
ceremony and not just a court¬ 
house marriage, according to a 
news release by the U.S. Immigra¬ 
tion and Customs Enforcement, 
which led the yearlong investiga¬ 
tion with the U.S. Citizenship and 
Immigration Services. 

Nguyen, 53, worked with asso¬ 


on water on May 14, 2017. Authori¬ 
ties searched for Heilman for four 
days, but never found her body. 
The FBI said that holes in the hull 
were inflicted from the inside, and 
hatches were opened in a deliber¬ 
ate attempt to sink the boat. 

Palm Beach County Circuit 
Court Judge Scott Suskauer or¬ 
dered the FBI to give the keys to 
Heilman’s condominium in Del¬ 


ciates throughout Texas and Viet¬ 
nam. Authorities said he would 
recruit U.S. citizens to act as peti¬ 
tioners in the sham marriages for 
a portion of the proceeds. 


ray Beach to an attorney repre¬ 
senting her parents so it can be 
sold, the South Florida SunSen- 
tinel reported. The judge also or¬ 
dered that $18,000 be placed in 
a trust fund for their daughter, 
Emelia. The child, who turns 3 in 
July, lives with Bennett’s parents 
in Scotland. 

Bennett’s sentencing is set for 
May 28 in Miami. 


The defendants are also ac¬ 
cused of filing false tax and em¬ 
ployment information to ensure 
authorities would approve the im¬ 
migration forms. 
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Explorer recounts deepest-ever ocean dive 



Tamara Stubbs, Atlantic Productions for Discovery Channel/AP 


Victor Vescovo emerges from his submersible after a successful dive to the deepest 
known point in the Mariana Trench on April 28. 


By Nekesa Mumbi Moody 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Taking the hourslong 
journey to what is believed to be the deep¬ 
est point mankind has visited in any ocean 
was a complicated one, and for Victor 
Vescovo, it meant being constantly on the 
alert as he monitored his state-of-the-art 
vessel. 

But when he reached 10,928 meters 
into the Challenger Deep in the Mariana 
Trench of the Pacific Ocean, Vescovo took 
the advice of the man whose record he just 
broke — Oscar-winning movie director 
James Cameron — and took 15 uninter¬ 
rupted minutes to take in the view and the 
enormity of the moment. 

Cameron told him he’d be busy, of course, 
but noted that “few if any people have seen 
what you’ve seen” so “deeply appreciate 
how fortunate you are to see it,”’ Vescovo 
recalled in an interview. 

Last month’s groundbreaking mission 
was filmed as part of an upcoming Discov¬ 
ery Channel documentary series that will 
chronicle Vescovo’s trips to the furthest 
parts of the world’s waters — the Atlantic 
Ocean, the Southern Ocean, the Indian 
Ocean, the Pacific Ocean and the Arctic 
Ocean. He has done all except the Arctic 
plunge, which is set for the fall. 

The entire journey took nearly 12 hours 
— four hours to descend, four hours spent 
at the bottom, then about four hours to as¬ 
cend again. Vescovo, a businessman and 


amateur pilot who has also traversed the 
highest mountain peaks, including Mount 
Everest, said the goal of the expedition was 
not to best Cameron’s mark in the ocean, 


but to go to areas of the waters that were 
unexplored. 

“I was stunned to discover when I did my 
research that of the five oceans, four had 


never had a visitation to their bottoms,” 
he said. “I thought it was about time that 
someone actually did that.” 

For his journey, Vescovo traveled in a 
vessel called the SDV Limiting Factor, a 
titanium craft that is billed as the “ulti¬ 
mate submersible” and the only one able to 
travel to such depths. It was outfitted with 
high definition cameras that documented 
everything, including creatures unknown 
to man. 

“There’ve been numerous new species 
thought found on this expedition. The sci¬ 
entific group is thrilled with the things 
that have been brought back for additional 
analysis. It’s really great,” he said. 

He saw a very unusual jellyfish in the 
Indian Ocean but there was also an unset¬ 
tling find — trash, particularly plastic, in 
the deepest part of the water. 

The discovery of plastic in such far 
reaches proves the need for more vigilance 
to protect the oceans, said Andy Sharpless, 
CEO of Oceana, which describes itself as 
the largest worldwide group in the world 
with the goal of saving the oceans. 

“Vescovo’s discovery of plastic in the 
deepest part of the ocean is disturb¬ 
ing but not surprising because plastic is 
found throughout the water column in our 
oceans,” he said in a statement. “That’s 
why it can’t be easily ‘cleaned up.’ We need 
to focus on reducing the use and produc¬ 
tion of plastic in order to really protect our 
seas from plastic.” 


‘Zombie cells’ buildup in your body may play role in aging 


By Malcolm Ritter 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Call them zom¬ 
bie cells — they refuse to die. 

As they build up in your body, 
studies suggest, they promote 
aging and the conditions that 
come with it like osteoporosis and 
Alzheimer’s disease. Researchers 
are studying drugs that can kill 
zombie cells and possibly treat 
the problems they bring. 

Basically, the goal is to fight 
aging itself which, hopefully, will 
in turn delay the appearance of 
age-related disease and disabili¬ 
ties as a group, said geriatrics 
specialist Dr. James Kirkland, 


of the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, 
Minn. That’s in contrast to play¬ 
ing a “whack-a-mole game” of 
treating one disease only to see 
another spring up, he said. 

The research has been done 
chiefly in mice. Earlier this year, 
the first test in people was pub¬ 
lished and provided some tanta¬ 
lizing results. 

Zombie cells are actually 
called senescent cells. They start 
out normal but then encounter a 
stress, like damage to their DNA 
or viral infection. At that point, a 
cell can choose to die or become a 
zombie, basically entering a state 
of suspended animation. 

The problem is that zombie 


cells release chemicals that can 
harm nearby normal cells. That’s 
where the trouble starts. 

What kind of trouble? In mouse 
studies, drugs that eliminate zom¬ 
bie cells — so-called senolytics 
— have been shown to improve 
an impressive list of conditions, 
such as cataracts, diabetes, os¬ 
teoporosis, Alzheimer’s disease, 
enlargement of the heart, kidney 
problems, clogged arteries and 
age-related loss of muscle. 

Mouse studies have also 
shown a more direct tie between 
zombie cells and aging. When 
drugs targeting those cells were 
given to aged mice, the animals 
showed better walking speed, 


grip strength and endurance on 
a treadmill. Even when the treat¬ 
ment was applied to very old mice, 
the equivalent of people ages 75 
to 90, it extended lifespan by an 
average of 36 percent. 

Researchers have also shown 
that transplanting zombie cells 
into young mice basically made 
them act older Their maximum 
walking speed slowed down, and 
their muscle strength and endur¬ 
ance decreased. Tests showed the 
implanted cells converted other 
cells to zombie status. 

Kirkland and colleagues this 
year published the first study of 
a zombie cell treatment in peo¬ 
ple. It involved 14 patients with 


idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis, a 
generally fatal disease that scars 
the lining of the lungs. Risk rises 
with age, and the lungs of patients 
show evidence of zombie cells. 

In the preliminary experi¬ 
ment, after three weeks of treat¬ 
ment, patients improved on some 
measures of physical fitness, like 
walking speed. Other measures 
did not show improvement. 

Overall, the results are en¬ 
couraging and “it really raises 
enthusiasm to proceed with the 
more rigorous studies,” said Dr. 
Gregory Cosgrove, chief medical 
officer of the Pulmonary Fibrosis 
Foundation, who played no role in 
the study. 


Brewery offered free beer for finding its 
stolen van. It was located in 42 minutes. 


By Mark Price 

The Charlotte (N.C.) Observer 

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — A brew¬ 
ery in Charlotte may have set a 
record this week for the recovery 
of a stolen vehicle after offering 
a keg party to whoever found it 
— including the thieves. 

It took just 42 minutes for the 
missing truck to turn up, The Un¬ 
known Brewing Co. says. 

“(Three) fine individuals stole 
one of our vans early this AM,” 
said a Monday Facebook post by 
the brewery. 

“Please help us find it. Share 
with all of your friends. Whoever 
finds it, (the owner) Brad will buy 


you a keg party,” the post contin¬ 
ues. “If you stole it and bring it 
back: you will also get a keg party. 
(Smile for the camera).” 

A woman named Caroline Faith 
was credited by the company 
with finding the van 42 minutes 
later, parked on a Charlotte side 
street. She posted a photo of it on 
Instagram as her proof. 

“New world record for finding 
a stolen van,” said the brewing 
company’s follow-up post. “Over 
15 people called in with tips.” 

The company did not say if 
there were any suspects in the 
case. 

Social media responses to the 
theft and the quick discovery 


were largely humorous, with 
some accusing a competing brew¬ 
ery and others noting the futility 
of stealing a van with a company 
logo on it. 

“Unknown individuals stole the 
Unknown van. The location of the 
van and the individuals remain 
Unknown,” wrote David Merrill 
on the brewery’s Facebook page. 

“Who steals such a unique van? 
People are so stupid,” said Hunter 
Jay Scofield on Facebook. 

“It sounds like all we need to 
do to have a keg party is hide 
your van from you for 45 min¬ 
utes,” wrote Matt McCauley on 
Facebook. 



THE UNKNOWN 


The Unknown Brewing Co., Facebook/TNS 

The Unknown Brewing Co. on Monday posted this photo on its 
Facebook page about the company’s stolen van. 
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New museum opening at Statue of Liberty 


By Deepti Hajela 

Associated. Press 

NEW YORK — A new museum 
opening at the Statue of Liberty is 
giving visitors another opportu¬ 
nity to explore its history and the 
impact the iconic structure has 
had on the world. 

The 26,000-square-foot muse¬ 
um on Liberty Island, scheduled 
to open to the public Thursday, 
is the new home for the statue’s 
original torch and other artifacts 
which had previously been in a 
smaller museum space inside the 
statue’s pedestal, which is acces¬ 
sible only to the fraction of the 
more than 4 million annual visi¬ 
tors who manage to get limited- 
availability statue entry tickets. 

“We looked at this small mu¬ 
seum and thought, wouldn’t it 
be wonderful to ... move it out 
to a place where more people 
could experience it,” said John 
Piltzecker, National Park Service 
superintendent of the Statue of 
Liberty National Monument and 
Ellis Island. 

The new space, located some¬ 
what away from the entrance to 
the statue, is open to anyone who 
comes to Liberty Island, with ad¬ 
mission included in the price of 
the ferry ticket. From the outside, 
the glass walls and copper-col¬ 
ored roof appear to be rising out 
of the earth, with a giant stair¬ 
case rising to a rooftop terrace at 
the center. 

The entire structure is meant 
to connect to Lady Liberty, using 
the same granite that’s part of the 
statue pedestal and including cop¬ 
per as a nod to the material the 
statue is made of, said Cameron 
Ringness, the project designer at 
FXCollaborative, which created 
the museum’s overall design. 

“It’s really trying to belong to 
the site and the landscape and 
not feel like this building that just 
got placed here out of nowhere,” 
Ringness said. “We wanted to en¬ 
hance the feeling that it’s really 
special to be in proximity to the 
statue.” 

Inside, there are three main 
gallery spaces, starting with a the¬ 
ater where visitors walk through 
as they watch a film that goes into 
how the idea for the statue came 
about, the efforts that went into 
its making in France and its ar¬ 
rival in the New York harbor, as 
well as talking about what liberty 
meant then and what it means in 
the current day. 

The film uses unusual footage 
taken by drones, including an in¬ 
terior shot rising up through the 
inside of the statue. 

Another gallery goes into the 
building of the statue, with exhib¬ 
its meant to show what it would 
have been like in Frederic-Au- 
guste Bartholdi’s studio, and the 
models and molds used to make 
it, as well as a replica of the stat¬ 
ue’s foot. Another section shows 
how iconic the statue has become, 
not only in American culture but 
around the world, with items like 
a menorah on which each candle 
holder is a small Lady Liberty, as 
well as comic book covers, deco¬ 
rative plates and dolls. 


Clockwise from top: The original torch and flame are displayed in the new Statue 
of Liberty Museum on Liberty Island in New York on Monday; the exterior of the 
new museum; a 1920s Mohawk one-dial radio and speaker are among the artifacts 
displayed at the museum; a full-scale model of the Statue of Liberty’s foot. 


In the final section, visitors are 
encouraged to take digital self- 
portraits and add their thoughts 
on what liberty means to them as 
they look at the original torch and 
a replica of the statue’s face. 

Including that last part was 
vital, said Edwin Schlossberg, 
president and principal designer 
at ESI Design, which created the 
exhibition spaces. 

“This statue was built to con¬ 
gratulate the United States for 
fighting the Civil War to free the 


slaves,” he said. 

“It is based on this idea that lib¬ 
erty was a critical thing that we 
all had to struggle for, so that idea 
had to continue as a core value in 
this experience.” 

In conjunction with the muse¬ 
um’s opening, the Statue of Liber- 
ty-Ellis Island Foundation, which 
spearheaded the effort to raise 
the $100 million in private sector 
funds for the project, also devel¬ 
oped an app with Apple to bring 
aspects of the museum to people 


who cannot visit in person. 

Users will be able to explore 
the museum’s life-size replica 
of the statue’s foot, for instance. 
With augmented-reality technol¬ 
ogy, which superimposes anima¬ 
tion over a real-life setting, users 
will be able to walk around and 
see the virtual replica from dif¬ 
ferent perspectives. 

Other features include a look 
at the city skyline through the 
decades from the Statue of Liber¬ 
ty’s eyes, as well as how the statue 


looked before its copper exterior 
turned green. 

The app is available only on 
Apple mobile devices, not An¬ 
droid. Some features, including 
an audio tour, will be available 
only on location. 

The foundation is also launch¬ 
ing a three-part podcast ex¬ 
ploring the statue’s history and 
symbolism. 

The podcast won’t be limited 
to Apple’s podcast distribution 
channels. 
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Russian President Vladimir Putin, right, and U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo addressed an array of 
issues in talks Tuesday in Sochi, Russia. 

At odds on many fronts, US 
and Russia seek better ties 


China pushes 
nationalism as 
trade war tactic 

Associated Press 


Associated Press 

SOCHI, Russia — Russia and 
the United States voiced hope 
Tuesday that badly strained re¬ 
lations could begin to improve 
despite wide differences on mul¬ 
tiple fronts and mutual suspicion 
deepened by Russian meddling in 
American elections. 

With tensions running high 
over Iran, Syria, Ukraine and 
Venezuela, Russian President 
Vladimir Putin claimed vindica¬ 
tion from the investigation into 
Russia’s interference in the 2016 
U.S. presidential election and 
said he thought it was time to 
move on. Meanwhile, Secretary 
of State Mike Pompeo conveyed 
President Donald Trump’s inter¬ 
est in restoring better ties. 

In the highest-level face-to-face 
contact between the two coun¬ 
tries since special counsel Rob¬ 
ert Mueller’s report was released 
last month, Putin told Pompeo 
he hoped relations with the U.S. 
would now improve. 

Still, his claim of vindication 


Associated Press 

ISTANBUL — A U.S. official 
has called for the trial of a Turk¬ 
ish employee of the U.S. Consul¬ 
ate on espionage charges to be 
resolved “swiftly, transparently 
and fairly.” 

The trial was adjourned 
Wednesday until June 28. 


covered only allegations that 
Russia and the Trump campaign 
colluded to hurt Hillary Clinton’s 
candidacy. Putin did not ad¬ 
dress Mueller’s conclusion that 
Russia actively interfered in the 
election. 

“However exotic the work of 
special counsel Mueller was, I 
have to say that on the whole he 
has had a very objective inves¬ 
tigation and he confirmed that 
there were no traces whatsoever 
of collusion between Russia and 
the incumbent administration, 
which we said was absolutely 
fake,” Putin said as he opened 
the meeting with Pompeo in the 
Black Sea resort of Sochi. 

“As we said before there was 
no collusion from our govern¬ 
ment officials and it could not be 
there. Still, that was one of the 
reasons for the certain break in 
our inter-state ties,” he said. “I’m 
hoping today that the situation is 
changing.” 

Pompeo did not specifically 
mention election meddling in his 
brief reply to Putin, although he 


Metin Topuz, a translator and 
assistant for the U.S. Drug En¬ 
forcement Agency, has been 
jailed on charges of espionage 
and attempting to overthrow the 
Turkish government. His case is 
one of several issues that have 
strained ties between the NATO 
allies. 

Topuz is accused of links to 


did say the Trump administra¬ 
tion would “protect our nation’s 
interest.” Earlier, though, Pom¬ 
peo made clear that any repeat of 
the 2016 meddling would not be 
tolerated. 

“Interference in American 
elections is unacceptable,” Pom¬ 
peo told reporters at a news con¬ 
ference with Russian Foreign 
Minister Sergey Lavrov. “If Rus¬ 
sia were to engage in that in 2020, 
it would put our relationship in an 
even worse place than it is.” 

Pompeo spoke of “truly over¬ 
lapping interests” that the two 
countries “can build on, and most 
importantly, President Trump 
very much wants to do that.” He 
cited cooperation in Afghani¬ 
stan and counterterrorism more 
broadly, but also a shared goal of 
getting North Korea to abandon 
nuclear weapons. 

But he also told Putin that “just 
as you will, we’ll protect our na¬ 
tion’s interest.” 


U.S.-based Turkish cleric Fethul- 
lah Gulen, whom the Turkish 
government blames for the 2016 
coup attempt. Topuz, who faces a 
life sentence if convicted, denies 
the charges. 

U.S. charge d’affaires Jeffrey 
Hovenier told reporters there 
was “no credible evidence of any 
criminal wrongdoing” by Topuz. 


BEIJING — What do tila- 
pia, Jane Austen and Chinese 
revolutionary poster art have in 
common? 

All have been used to rally 
public support around China’s 
position in its trade dispute with 
the U.S. as the ruling Communist 
Party takes a more aggressive 
approach — projecting stability 
and stirring up nationalistic sen¬ 
timent in the process. 

“If you want to negotiate, the 
door is open,” anchor Kang Hui 
said Monday on state broadcaster 
CCTV. “If you want a trade war,” 
he added, “we’ll fight you until 
the end. 

“After 5,000 years of wind and 
rain, what hasn’t the Chinese na¬ 
tion weathered?” Kang said. 

The toughly worded mono¬ 
logue on the banner evening 
news program followed days of 
muted official responses to Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump’s decision to 
increase tariffs on $200 billion 
worth of Chinese imports. Trump 
startled financial markets with 
his May 5 announcement that 
U.S. tariffs would rise to 25% 
from 10% as of last Friday. 

After negotiations in Washing¬ 
ton ended last week with no agree¬ 
ment, China retaliated Monday 
with higher tariffs on $60 billion 
worth of U.S. goods, raising du¬ 
ties of 5% to 25%. Then came the 
public relations onslaught. 

“Overnight, we saw official 
media — in the People’s Daily, 
China Daily, CCTV — all run 
spots about the United States as 
being a problematic negotiating 
partner,” said Jake Parker, vice 
president of China operations for 
the U.S.-China Business Council. 

President Xi Jinping, the rul¬ 
ing party’s most powerful leader 
in decades, has made China’s 
foreign policy more assertive 
while nurturing the growth of a 
red-blooded but tightly controlled 
nationalism. 

The approach reflects a new 
willingness to allow a shift in do¬ 
mestic public opinion where the 
trade war is concerned, Parker 
said. 

Weibo, a Twitter-like social 
media platform which generally 
censors political discourse, has 
featured an unusual amount of 
tariff-related content since Mon¬ 
day. The site’s ranking of “trend¬ 
ing topics,” usually dominated 
by celebrity news, highlighted 
Kang’s monologue and the sub¬ 
ject “American stock market 
plunges.” 

Internet users shared patriotic 
memes expressing confidence in 
China’s economy and contempt 
for the U.S. 

“All the trade wars are paper 


tigers,” said a riff on a Commu¬ 
nist propaganda poster show¬ 
ing People’s Liberation Army 
soldiers stamping on a pile of 
skulls. The poster alludes to Mao 
Zedong’s famous pronouncement 
that “All reactionaries are paper 
tigers” — a derogatory term 
which he also applied to Ameri¬ 
can imperialism. 

Still, the nationalistic bent of 
social media comment is a poor 
measure of Chinese public opin¬ 
ion. In the past, the government 
has paid people to publish posts 
supporting party policies, and 
any expression of dissent faces 
strict censorship. 

Beijing is trying to reassure 
worried Chinese businesses and 
consumers that the country is 
strong enough to withstand the 
trade conflict. 

“I think this administration is 
different from previous ones in 
its diplomatic policies,” said Li 
Chanjuan, a manager at an insur¬ 
ance company. “People expect 
the government to make a tough¬ 
er gesture.” 

David Bandurski, a co-director 
of the University of Hong Kong’s 
China Media Project, said the 
country’s current aim is to pro¬ 
mote stability rather than foment 
patriotic fervor. 

“China is keen to project calm,” 
he said. “The last thing it needs 
or wants is to whip up popular 
anger, which can turn quickly,” 
sometimes in ways that the party 
can neither predict nor control. 

People’s Daily, the party’s offi¬ 
cial mouthpiece, called the trade 
war “no big deal.” It also paid 
tribute to Jane Austen’s famed 
novel “Pride and Prejudice” in 
a tongue-in-cheek critique of the 
Trump administration. 

“Pride makes it impossible for 
other people to love me, while 
prejudice makes it impossible for 
me to love others. Today a few 
American politicians are just like 
the characters that Austen as¬ 
sailed,” the paper said. 

CCTV on Wednesday aired 
interviews with both Chinese 
and American economists who 
condemned the U.S.’ approach. 
The state broadcaster also em¬ 
phasized how the tariffs will hurt 
American consumers. 

Meanwhile, the Hainan Tilapia 
Sustainability Alliance, an indus¬ 
try group on the southern island 
province, is appealing to Chinese 
taste buds. 

China’s exports of the popu¬ 
lar fish are a target of Trump’s 
tariffs. 

In an article calling for Chinese 
consumers to eat more tilapia 
to help the industry survive, the 
group said, “There’s no problem 
that eating cannot solve.” 


US: Treat DEA agent fairly in trial in Turkey 
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Papua New Guinea assesses 
damage from strong quake 


By Nick Perry 

Associated Press 

WELLINGTON, New Zealand — Papua New 
Guinea authorities were assessing the extent of 
damage Wednesday from a powerful earthquake 
that rattled coastal towns the previous evening. 

The magnitude 7.5 quake struck around 11 p.m. 
Tuesday at a relatively shallow depth of 6 miles, 
according to the U.S. Geological Survey. It was off¬ 
shore about 28 miles northeast of Kokopo, which has 
a population of about 26,000 people. 

Chris McKee, the acting director of geohazards 
management, said there was some damage in Ko¬ 
kopo as items were shaken from shelves and the 
power had been cut. He said a small tsunami was 
generated, but the late night darkness made an as¬ 
sessment difficult. 

McKee said the earthquake was a strike-slip 
event along a fault line, a type of quake that doesn’t 
usually trigger major tsunamis. 

Garfield Tarabu, a spokesman at the National Di¬ 


saster Centre, said a disaster coordinator was on the 
ground assessing the situation in and around Koko¬ 
po but they hadn’t gotten an update on the extent of 
the damage. 

The U.S. Pacific Tsunami Warning Center had 
said tsunami waves of up to 3.3 feet were possible 
along coastal areas up to 620 miles from the epicen¬ 
ter, including Papua New Guinea and the nearby 
Solomon Islands. 

Papua New Guinea is on the eastern half of the 
island of New Guinea, to the east of Indonesia and 
north of eastern Australia. 

It sits on the Pacific’s “Ring of Fire,” the arc of 
seismic faults around the Pacific Ocean where 
much of the world’s earthquake and volcanic activ¬ 
ity occurs. 

A magnitude 7.5 earthquake in 2018 in the na¬ 
tion’s central region killed at least 125 people. That 
quake hit areas that are remote and undeveloped, 
and assessments about the scale of the damage and 
injuries were slow to filter out. 


Pope takes migrant kids on joyride 



Niranjan Shrestha/AP 

Sherpa guide Kami Rita on April 4 checks supplies needed for 
climbing Mount Everest in Kathmandu, Nepal. Rita’s 23rd scaling of 
Mount Everest broke his own record. 


Sherpa breaks own 
record with 23rd 
Mount Everest climb 



Andrew Medichini/AP 


A group of migrant children recently arrived from Libya ride with 
Pope Francis on his popemobile at the start of his weekly general 
audience in St. Peter’s Square at the Vatican on Wednesday. 


Associated Press 

VATICAN CITY — Pope Fran¬ 
cis gave a joyride in his popemo¬ 
bile Wednesday to eight migrant 
children who recently arrived 
in Italy from Libya, in his latest 
gesture to show solidarity with 
asylum-seekers and those on so¬ 
ciety’s margins. 

Francis picked up the kids, 
who hail from Syria, Nigeria and 
Congo, at the start of his weekly 
general audience and zoomed 
around St. Peter’s Square with 
them in the backseat. Some 
waved, others gave a thumbs up 
before bidding Francis goodbye 
with hugs and a selfie. 

The Vatican said some of the 
children had arrived in Italy on 
a migrant boat a few months ago, 
while others arrived April 29 with 
their families via a humanitarian 
corridor. They were being cared 
for by a humanitarian group in 
Rome. 

Francis has clashed with Ita¬ 
ly’s hard-line government about 
the need to welcome and inte¬ 
grate migrants, and his gesture 
followed mounting tensions with 


Associated Press 

KHARTOUM, Sudan — Su¬ 
dan’s ruling generals and opposi¬ 
tion leaders behind the protests 
that drove President Omar al- 
Bashir from power last month said 
Wednesday they have made sig¬ 
nificant progress in negotiations 
and have agreed on the length of 
the country’s transition period. 

The two sides, which have been 
at odds over the transfer of power 
to civilian rule and the extent of 
the military’s role in it, said the 
transition would last three years. 

The military ousted al-Bashir 
on April 11, after nearly four 


right-wing politicians ahead of 
European Parliament elections 
May 26. 

The latest blowup occurred 
when Francis’ top charity aide 
climbed into a manhole over the 
weekend to restore electricity to a 


months of mass protests against 
his 30-year rule. 

The agreement announced 
Wednesday marks a significant 
step toward resolving the stand¬ 
off between the military and the 
protesters and could help the 
Sudanese return to some sort of 
normalcy. 

In a joint press conference 
Wednesday, Lt. Gen. Yasser al- 
Atta, a member of the military 
council, said the two sides agreed 
on a three-year transition pe¬ 
riod. The priority for the first six 
months will be to get the various 
armed rebel groups across the 


building full of squatters after the 
power company pulled the plug 
over unpaid bills. 

Francis returned home from 
a 2016 trip to a Lesbos, Greece, 
refugee camp with a dozen Syr¬ 
ians on his plane. 


country to agree to peace talks, 
he said. 

Al-Atta said the two sides 
also agreed on the makeup of a 
300-member, all-civilian transi¬ 
tional legislative body. He said 
two-thirds of this interim parlia¬ 
ment will be made up of represen¬ 
tatives of the protesters while the 
remaining third will be made up 
of parties that were not part of al- 
Bashir’s regime. 

What’s left on the negotiating 
table is the makeup of the sover¬ 
eign council, a deal al-Atta said 
he hoped would be reached by the 
next day. 


By Binaj Gurubacharya 

Associated Press 

KATHMANDU, Nepal — 
Sherpa climber Kami Rita scaled 
Mount Everest on Wednesday for 
a 23rd time, breaking his own re¬ 
cord for the most successful as¬ 
cents of the world’s highest peak. 

Rita reached the summit with 
other climbers Wednesday morn¬ 
ing and all of them were reported 
to be safe, said Gyanendra Shres- 
tha, a Nepalese government offi¬ 
cial at the mountain’s base camp. 

Rita’s two closest peers have 
climbed the 29,035-foot peak 21 
times each, but both of them have 
retired from mountain climbing. 

“It is my profession, but at the 
same time I am setting new world 
record for Nepal, too,” Rita told 
The Associated Press last month 
before heading to the mountain. 

Rita, 49, first scaled Everest 
in 1994 and has been making the 
trip nearly every year since. He is 
one of many Sherpa guides whose 
expertise and skills are vital to 
the safety and success of the hun¬ 
dreds of climbers who head to 
Nepal each year seeking to stand 
on top of the world. 

His father was among the first 
Sherpa guides employed to help 
climbers reach the summit, and 
Rita followed in his footsteps and 
then some. In addition to his near¬ 
ly two dozen summits of Everest, 
Rita has scaled several other 
peaks that are among the world’s 
highest, including K-2, Cho-Oyu, 
Manaslu and Lhotse. 

Rita was at Everest’s base 
camp in 2015 when an avalanche 
swept through, killing 19 people. 
After that tragedy, he came under 
intense family pressure to quit 
mountaineering altogether, but in 
the end decided against it. 

“I know Mount Everest very 
well, having climbed it 22 times, 
but at the same time I know I may 
or may not come back,” he told 
the AP last month. “I am like a 


soldier who leaves behind their 
wives, children and family to bat¬ 
tle for the pride of the country.” 

Rita has been an advocate for 
other Sherpa guides, who he said 
do not get the recognition they 
are due. 

He said that before climbers 
reach the summit to take their 
photographs announcing their 
success, there are months of hard 
work done by Sherpas. The Sher- 
pas are the ones who take care of 
setting up the camps, carrying 
the loads on their backs, cooking 
food and carrying oxygen tanks. 

Perhaps most important, it is 
Sherpas who each year fix ropes 
and ladders over crevasses and 
icefalls that make things safer 
for the hundreds of climbers who 
will follow them. 

“However, when these climb¬ 
ers reach the summit, only their 
names are highlighted and noth¬ 
ing mentioned about the hard 
work done by the Sherpas,” Rita 
said last month. 

Sherpa tribespeople were most¬ 
ly yak herders and traders living 
deep within the Himalayas until 
Nepal opened its borders in the 
1950s. Their stamina and famil¬ 
iarity with the mountains quickly 
made them sought-after guides 
and porters. 

On Tuesday, it was a team of 
Sherpa guides who again were 
the first to reach Everest’s sum¬ 
mit this year, completing their ad¬ 
vanced work of setting up ropes 
and lines. 

There are 41 different teams 
with a total of 378 climbers who 
have been permitted to scale 
Everest during this year’s spring 
climbing season. There are 
an equal number of Nepalese 
guides helping them to get to the 
summit. 

Each May, there are usu¬ 
ally only a few windows of good 
weather near the summit during 
which climbers can attempt to 
scale the peak. 


Sudan’s army, protesters strike some deals 
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THE CENSUS 

gm apv ■■ The maximum value of wine a Maryland man pleaded guilty to embezzling from customers who 
^ lafl paid him to store the bottles, which he sold without their knowledge. A plea agreement calls for 

M _ ^ J IWI William Lamont Holder, 54, of Hanover to be sentenced to 18 months in prison. Holder owned 
® ■ W ■ Safe Harbour Wine Storage LLC. A court filing said private collectors and businesses paid him a 

monthly fee to store their inventory in a climate-controlled warehouse. Prosecutors said Holder’s 
customers lost between $550,000 and $1.5 million worth of wine that he sold to wine retailers and brokers without their consent. 




Jose Luis Magana/AP 


Candlelight vigil for the fallen 

Law enforcement personnel hold candles, with the Washington Monument in the background, during the National Law Enforcement 
Officers Memorial Fund Annual Candlelight Vigil to commemorate new names added to the monument in a ceremony at the National Mall in 
Washington on Monday. 


Hearing is delayed 
for 900-pound man 

W JL RICHMOND — A hear- 
W r\ ing scheduled in Virgin¬ 
ia in a cocaine conspiracy case 
was delayed after the 900-pound 
defendant had to be taken to the 
hospital. 

U.S. Magistrate Judge David J. 
Novak continued the hearing for 
Kenneth T. Hicks, 48, until May 
21. It’s expected that Hicks will 
plead guilty in the case. 

The Richmond Times-Dispatch 
reported that Novak revoked 
Hicks’ bond and directed that 
for Hicks’ own safety and dignity 
— he cannot wear clothing — that 
he appear in the loading dock of 
a courthouse for proceedings. It 
is expected that he will arrive via 
ambulance. 

Man topples toilet with 
woman trapped inside 

H/l O CARSONVILLE — A 
I v I man was charged 
with an attack at a suburban St. 
Louis light rail station in which 
authorities said he toppled a por¬ 
table toilet with a woman trapped 
inside. 

Christopher Ewing, 40, of Up¬ 
lands Park was arraigned Monday 
on felony counts of kidnapping, at¬ 
tempted kidnapping and assault. 

Charging documents say he 
punched a woman exiting a por¬ 
table restroom, closed her inside 
and pushed it over as she was call¬ 
ing 911 for help. 

Authorities said he then tried to 
force another woman to give him 
a ride in her pickup before he was 
arrested. 

Record walleye doesn’t 
stand up to probe 

RJ BISMARCK — North 

It Dakota doesn’t have 

a new state record walleye after 
all. 

Lincoln angler Tom Volk on 
April 21 was shore-fishing the 
Heart River in Mandan when he 
hauled in a 16-pound, 9-ounce 
walleye. The state Game and Fish 
Department initially said it was a 
record. 

The agency now says an inves¬ 
tigation has concluded that the 
fish was not legally hooked and 
can’t be recognized as a record. 

That means the state record 
continues to be a 15-pound, 13- 
ounce walleye that Bismarck 
angler Neal Leier caught in the 
Missouri River in May 2018. 

Noisy geyser roars back 
to life after 3 years 

1A/Y YELLOWSTONE NA¬ 
VY 1 TIONAL PARK — A 
noisy geyser in Yellowstone Na¬ 
tional Park has roared back to life 
after three years of quiet. 

Ledge Geyser is one of the big¬ 
gest in Yellowstone’s Norris Gey¬ 
ser Basin. 

The Billings Gazette reported 
the geyser shoots hot water at an 
angle up to 125 feet high and a 
distance of 220 feet. 

Yellowstone geologist Jeff Hun- 
gerford said Ledge Geyser is noisy 
because its water and steam must 
pass through a narrow opening in 
the ground. 


Giant wooden troll has 
new home in ski town 

BRECKENRIDGE 
— A huge wooden troll 
has found a new home in a Colo¬ 
rado ski town. 

The Summit Daily reported 
that the troll was relocated to a 
location behind an ice arena in 
the south end of Breckenridge. 
The troll’s creator, Danish artist 
Thomas Dambo, visited the loca¬ 
tion to affix a heart-shaped stone 
to the troll’s wooden body. 

It was originally assembled be¬ 
side a trail last summer for a fes¬ 
tival, but it was so popular with 
visitors that nearby homeowners 
complained about the crowds. It 
was taken down in November. 

Police: Man stole 
4 vehicles in chase 

X Kl CHATTANOOGA 
I It — Authorities arrested 
a man suspected of leading them 
on a chase through three counties 
that included four stolen vehicles, 


the last of which was driven into 
the Tennessee River. 

Kendall Speegle faces multiple 
charges including aggravated 
burglary and theft over $10,000. 

The Chattanooga Times Free 
Press reported the incident began 
when Rhea County deputies re¬ 
sponded to a report of suspicious 
activity. Arriving at the scene, 
they saw a white Chevrolet pick¬ 
up being driven through a closed 
garage door. 

Deputies chased it through 
parts of two other counties before 
it was abandoned. The driver fled 
on foot, stealing and abandoning 
two other vehicles before he stole 
a Chevrolet Cruze and drove it 
into the Tennessee River. 

Governor makes 
lemonade state drink 

^ PHOENIX — Gov. 

Doug Ducey signed off 
on legislation thought up by a Gil¬ 
bert teenager making lemonade 
Arizona’s official state drink. 

The bill signed by the Repub¬ 
lican governor faced an unusual 


battle for feel-good legislation in 
the Senate before ultimately pass¬ 
ing. Senators originally rejected 
it in April. 

The measure by Republican 
Rep. Warren Peterson passed 
the House on a 57-3 vote. Sena¬ 
tors then brought up several 
objections. 

One proposed margaritas in¬ 
stead, another objected to glorify¬ 
ing a sugary beverage, and others 
thought it was silly to waste time 
on a lemonade bill while a state 
budget plan languishes. 

Police: Kids caused 
$80K in house damage 

m POCATELLO — Police 
in southern Idaho said 
three young children caused 
roughly $80,000 in damage by 
vandalizing a home before trying 
twice to burn it down. 

The Idaho State Journal re¬ 
ported the children, ages 9, 12 
and 13, were charged in juvenile 
court with second-degree arson 
and malicious destruction of 
property. 


The home reportedly had heavy 
damage from urine and paint, 
dishes and lamps and appliances 
were broken and furniture was 
destroyed. Police said the chil¬ 
dren tried to burn the home down 
to hide the vandalism, but the 
fires extinguished themselves. 

Town to fine people 
who pilfer beach rocks 

It/I Jt WESTPORT — A 
l» I Massachusetts town 
is sick of homeowners and busi¬ 
nesses raiding its beaches for free 
landscaping materials. 

So the coastal community of 
Westport approved a town bylaw 
that would impose a $250 fine on 
people who take rocks or vegeta¬ 
tion from town-owned beaches. 

Sean Leach, vice president of 
the Westport Beach Committee, 
said he’s seen people and com¬ 
mercial landscapers fill up trucks 
with rocks that they use for fire 
pits, rock gardens and driveway 
aprons. 

From wire reports 
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Haddish, stability 
mark ABC schedule 



Evan Agostini, Invision/AP 


Tiffany Haddish, pictured at The Metropolitan Museum of Art’s Costume Institute benefit gala on May 6 
in New York, will host and produce a reboot of “Kids Say the Darndest Things” for ABC. 


By Lynn Elber 

Associated Press 

With the TV industry in flux, 
ABC entertainment chief Karey 
Burke said a goal for the net¬ 
work’s 2019-20 schedule is some¬ 
thing network audiences might 
welcome — familiarity. 

There are newcomers — nota¬ 
bly Tiffany Haddish — and inevi¬ 
table cancellations, but ABC said 
next season represents the light¬ 
est hand in more than a decade. 

“Viewers love our shows and we 
are listening to the audience. So 
this year we’re not trying to jam 
them with too many messages and 
too many new shows to watch,” 
said Burke, presenting her first 
schedule since being named to 
the position in November. 

Although ABC had a “tough” 
start last fall, Burke said, a rat¬ 
ings rebound since January justi¬ 
fies the approach. 

That means nurturing the 
shows in place, such as longtime 
ABC successes “Grey’s Anato¬ 
my” and “The Bachelor” and not 
“putting on something new for 
the sake of something new,” she 
said. A marketplace increasingly 
packed with streaming content 
is another reason to hold steady, 
Burke said. 

Low-rated series are out, and 
their replacements include Had¬ 
dish as host and producer of a 
“Kids Say the Darndest Things” 
reboot. Burke told a teleconfer¬ 
ence that the actress-comedian 
who gained fame in “Girls Trip” 
was the star she most coveted, 
and that other networks compet¬ 
ed for her show. 

There are three other new¬ 
bies debuting in fall, including 


“mixed-ish,” a “black-ish” spi¬ 
noff that stars Arica Himmel as 
the preteen version of the mom, 
Rainbow, played by Tracee Ellis 
Ross in the original show. 

Allison Tolman stars in “Emer¬ 
gence,” described as a character- 
driven genre thriller, and the 
graphic novel-based “Stump- 
town” stars Cobie Smulders as an 
Army vet turned private eye. 

The midseason entries include 
the dramas “For Life,” about a 
prisoner seeking freedom for 
himself and others, with Curtis 
“50 Cent” Jackson among the 
producers, and “The Baker and 
the Beauty,” about the unlikely 
romance between a working man 
and a superstar. 

The family comedy “United 
We Fall” also is on deck for 
midseason. 

Jimmy and Oscar 

The host of late-night’s “Jimmy 
Kimmel Live!” has signed on 
for three more years, Burke 
announced. 

The new deal means that “we’ll 
be able to celebrate 20 years to¬ 
gether with Jimmy,” she said. 

He might not be required to 
rescue ABC from a repeat of this 
year’s no-host Oscars. When con¬ 
troversy drove Kevin Hart from 
the job, the ceremony failed to 
woo a replacement and let pre¬ 
senters carry the show. Burke was 
noncommittal about 2020, but she 
expressed satisfaction with the 
ceremony and its ratings. 

“We’re extremely proud of how 
the show turned out creatively 
and how well it performed this 
year,” she said. “I think you’ll see 
us not messing with that formula, 


to the best of our abilities.” 

Asked if that meant two-time 
Oscar host Kimmel wouldn’t be 
conscripted, Burke stopped short 
of ruling it out. 

“I’m not being evasive. It’s 
something that the (motion pic¬ 
ture) academy makes decisions 
about later in the year,” she said. 

Tough call 

Although ABC’s cancellation 
slate is far from a Red Wedding, 
these seven shows got the axe: 
“Whiskey Cavalier,” “For the 
People,” “Dancing with the Stars: 
Juniors,” “Child Support,” “The 
Alec Baldwin Show,” “The Kids 
Are Alright” and “Splitting Up 
Together.” 

Add one more: “Speechless,” a 


groundbreaking comedy about a 
teen with cerebral palsy, played 
by Micah Fowler, and his family. 

“It was not without great, gut- 
wrenching consideration that we 
ultimately made that call,” Burke 
said. It drew an outcry from fans, 
but in the end, ratings ruled: it 
was decided that “Fresh Off the 
Boat” would do better in the time 
slot. 

Other TV news 

■ Burke said “Fresh Off the 
Boat” star Constance Wu’s job is 
safe despite her online rant. The 
“Crazy Rich Asians” star posted 
an expletive-filled complaint last 
week when the comedy’s renewal 
was announced. Burke said she’s 
choosing to believe Wu’s most re¬ 


cent comment, that she’s happy 
to return to “Fresh Off the Boat.” 
Wu has apologized for what she 
called “insensitive” comments 
and said she loves the sitcom. She 
said she was temporarily frus¬ 
trated that it would keep her from 
working on a passion project. 

■ “The Big Bang Theory” 
edged out “Game of Thrones” as 
the two beloved TV behemoths 
again topped the ratings as they 
approach their finales. CBS’ “The 
Big Bang Theory” drew 12.6 mil¬ 
lion live viewers last week, while 
HBO’s “Game of Thrones” had 
12.5 million, the Nielsen company 
said. It was the second week in a 
row atop the ratings for “The Big 
Bang Theory,” whose 12-season 
run of nerdy comedy ends with a 
May 16 finale. 


Women nominees rule top category for Americana awards 


Associated Press 

In contrast to other country music award 
shows, the artist of the year nominees at 
this year’s Americana Music Association’s 
Honors and Awards are all female, includ¬ 
ing Brandi Carlile, Mavis Staples, Kacey 
Musgraves and Rhiannon Giddens. 

The Americana Music Association an¬ 
nounced Tuesday that singer-songwriter 
Lori McKenna is the leading nominee with 
four. She’s up for album of the year with 
“The Tree” and earned three bids for song 
of the year with “By Degrees” and “People 
Get Old,” where she’s nominated as both 
an artist and a songwriter. 

The awards will be handed out Sept. 11 
in Nashville. 

Producer Dave Cobb is behind McKen¬ 
na with three nominations — all for album 
of the year. He produced McKenna’s “The 
Tree,” John Prine’s “The Tree of Forgive¬ 
ness” and “To the Sunset” by Amanda 
Shires. “Walk Through Fire” from British 
newcomer Yola rounds out the nominees 
for album of the year; Yola also was nomi¬ 
nated for emerging artist of the year. 

No women were nominated for the top 
prize — entertainer of the year — at the 
Academy of Country Music Awards in 



AP 


Lori McKenna, pictured in 2017, led the 
nominations for the Americana Music 
Association’s Honors and Awards with 
four: album of the year and three bids for 
song of the year. 

April or the Country Music Association 
Awards in November. Taylor Swift was the 
last woman named entertainer of the year 
at the ACM and CMA Awards when she 
won the prize at both shows in 2011. 

Although she wasn’t nominated for en¬ 
tertainer of the year at the ACMs or CMAs, 
Kacey Musgraves won album of the year at 
both ceremonies with “Golden Hour.” Her 
critically acclaimed album also won album 
of the year at this year’s Grammy Awards, 
along with three other honors. 


Gillian Welch was the last woman to win 
artist of the year at the Americana awards, 
in 2012. 

Comedian Tim Conway of 
'Carol Burnett Show’ dies 

Tim Conway, the impish second banana 
to Carol Burnett who won four Emmy 
Awards on her TV variety show, starred 
aboard “McHale’s Navy” and later voiced 
the role of Barnacle Boy for “Spongebob 
Squarepants,” has died. He was 85. 

Conway died Tuesday in a Los Angeles 
care facility, according to Howard Brag- 
man, who heads LaBrea Media. The cause 
was a disorder in which there is an excess 
of fluid on the brain, Bragman said. 

Burnett said in a statement Tuesday that 
she was heartbroken. “He was one in a mil¬ 
lion, not only as a brilliant comedian but as 
a loving human being. I cherish the times 
we had together both on the screen and off. 
He’ll be in my heart forever.” 

Tributes came from across the comedy 
world, including from Conan O’Brien, who 
said “no one made me laugh harder than 
Tim Conway” and Kathy Griffin, who 
called him “a wildly talented, comedy 
giant.” 


Other news 

■ “Avengers: Endgame,” “Game of 
Thrones” and “RBG” are the top nominees 
heading into next month’s MTV Movie & 
TV Awards. The network announced Tues¬ 
day that the three titles each garnered four 
nominations for the awards show, which 
will air June 17. 

■ A former business manager of Stan 
Lee has been charged in California with 
five counts of elder abuse involving the late 
Marvel Comics mastermind. A request 
for a restraining order filed last year by 
Lee’s daughter alleged Keya Morgan was 
manipulating the mentally declining Lee, 
preventing him from seeing family and 
friends, and trying to take control of his 
money and business affairs. A warrant has 
been issued for Morgan’s arrest. 

■ Walt Disney Co. CEO Bob Iger said 
Tuesday that “Game of Thrones” show- 
runners David Benioff and D.B. Weiss are 
working on the new Star Wars film expect¬ 
ed in theaters in December 2022. The com¬ 
pany had previously announced that “The 
Last Jedi” director Rian Johnson, sepa¬ 
rately, and Benioff and Weiss were work¬ 
ing on new Star Wars films, but it wasn’t 
clear whose would come first. 
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By Brian Klaas 

Special to The Washington Post 

I f 2016 was the election of “fake news,” 
2020 has the potential to be the elec¬ 
tion of “deepfakes,” the new phenom¬ 
enon of bogus videos created with the 
help of artificial intelligence. It’s becoming 
easier and cheaper to create such videos. 
Soon, those with even a rudimentary tech¬ 
nical knowledge will be able to fabricate 
videos that are so true to life that it be¬ 
comes difficult, if not impossible, to deter¬ 
mine whether the video is real. 

In the era of conspiracy theories, disin¬ 
formation and absurd denials by politicians 
staring down seemingly indisputable facts, 
it is only a matter of time before deepfakes 
are weaponized in ways that poison the 
foundational principle of democracy: in¬ 
formed consent of the governed. After all, 
how can voters make appropriate decisions 
if they aren’t sure what is fact and what is 
fiction? Unfortunately, we are careening 
toward that moment faster than we think. 

Deepfakes are created by something 
called a “generative adversarial network,” 
or GAN. GANs are technically complex, 
but operate on a simple principle. There 
are two automated rivals in the system: 
a forger and a detective. The forger tries 
to create fake content while the detective 
tries to figure out what is authentic and 
what is forged. 

Over each iteration, the forger learns 
from its mistakes. Eventually, the forger 
gets so good that it is difficult to tell the 
difference between fake and real content. 
When that happens with deepfakes, those 
are the videos that are likely to fool hu¬ 
mans too. 

Of course, fakes and forgeries are not 
new. Whether it was the Soviets airbrush- 
ing out “undesirables” or Hollywood spe¬ 
cial effects, convincing imitations of reality 


T he first female combat veteran was 
wounded in action in 1782 while 
serving in George Washington’s 
army during the Revolutionary 
War. Deborah Sampson, disguised as a 
man, was shot twice in the leg. Terrified 
she would be discovered, she removed one 
of the bullets herself. Her leg never fully 
healed. After the war, she married and be¬ 
came a mother. While Congress granted 
her a pension in 1805, Deborah Sampson 
continued to struggle with the long-term 
health impacts of her combat wounds for 
the rest of her life. 

Our country has come a long way since 
the Revolutionary War when it comes to 
how we care for female veterans. But this 
Women’s Health Week, it’s essential we 
recognize how much more we must do 
to ensure equitable treatment for all who 
have served our nation in uniform. 

Since the Revolutionary War, women 
have served in the military in every Amer¬ 
ican conflict. Despite this long history of 
service, former servicewomen were not 
granted veteran status until the 1980s. 
That means that even the 400,000 women 
who served during World War II and the 
250,000 women who served during the 
Vietnam era were not recognized as veter¬ 
ans after their service. 

Today, more than 2 million female vet¬ 
erans live in the United States, represent¬ 
ing the fastest growing demographic of 
veterans in the country; and, over the last 
five years, 30% of new patients at the U.S. 
Department of Veterans Affairs have been 
women. Yet, female veterans still face in- 


have been around for a while. But in both 
instances, there were only a few masters 
of the trade who could pull off a convinc¬ 
ing fake. Deepfakes, on the other hand, 
require little technical expertise, meaning 
that virtually anyone with the right soft¬ 
ware will be able to make any fake video 
of just about any person seemingly saying 
whatever they want. 

That democratization of forgery is just 
around the corner. “I would say within 
another 18 to 24 months, that technology 
is going to get to a point where the human 
brain may not be able to decipher it,” Hany 
Farid, a professor of computer science at 
Dartmouth College, recently told me. Soon, 
the forger will consistently fool us. 

Given how poorly our democracies per¬ 
formed with easily debunked fake-news 
articles about, say, the pope endorsing Pres¬ 
ident Donald Trump, the prospect of hav¬ 
ing to question videos that we can see with 
our own eyes is even more harrowing. 

“The things that keep me up at night 
these days are the ability to create a fake 
video and audio of a world leader saying 
I’ve launched nuclear weapons,” Farid told 
me. “The technology to create that exists 
today.” 

Once those videos go online, millions 
of people will fall for them. But the really 
scary question is this: Will any nuclear¬ 
armed governments fall for them too and 
launch a counterattack based on a lie? 

Deepfakes could also imperil the demo¬ 
cratic process itself. It’s not difficult to 
imagine a scandalous, but fake, video being 
posted online right before polls open, or to 
imagine conspiracy theorists, or Trump 
himself, sharing a doctored video aimed at 
destroying a political opponent. That’s not 
so far-fetched given that it’s already hap¬ 
pened, albeit with old-school editing rather 
than deepfake technology. 

But, as Farid worries, perhaps the larger 


equities and shortfalls in access to health 
care because the VA and many long-stand¬ 
ing Veteran Service Organizations were 
built for men. In order to identify and ad¬ 
dress these gaps, my colleagues and I in 
Congress formed a new bipartisan Women 
Veterans Task Force that will be laser-fo¬ 
cused on these issues. 

In the military, service women are an 
extremely visible minority. When they re¬ 
turn to their communities, they become 
invisible veterans. As Army veteran Joy 
Ilem, now national legislative director for 
Disabled American Veterans, testified in a 
recent hearing before the House Commit¬ 
tee on Veterans’ Affairs, “There is no big¬ 
ger barrier to care than a culture that does 
not embrace women veterans or, at best, 
makes them feel marginalized.” 

Supporting female veterans starts first 
and foremost by recognizing that they 
exist, that they have served honorably and 
that their experiences and health needs 
are often significantly different than those 
of male veterans and nonveteran women. 

Female veterans have distinct needs and 
challenges. The troubling epidemic of sex¬ 
ual violence in the military disproportion¬ 
ately impacts women. While women were 
categorically excluded from combat by pol¬ 
icy until 2013, in reality, military women 
served in combat for decades wearing pro¬ 
tective equipment that was made for men. 
As a result, many female veterans experi¬ 
ence chronic musculoskeletal injuries. 

Female veterans also experience a high¬ 
er rate of breast cancer at a younger age 
than nonveteran women, and the rate is 
even higher for black female veterans. Fe¬ 
male veterans are almost two times more 
likely to die by suicide than women who 


threat comes from the destruction of dem¬ 
ocratic accountability. “Because if it is, in 
fact, the case that almost anything can be 
faked well, then nothing is real.” 

Once deepfakes exist, politicians can 
pretend that any disqualifying behav¬ 
ior has actually been created by a neural 
network. As we’ve seen in the Trump era, 
with a highly polarized electorate, millions 
will believe what they are told by a politi¬ 
cian they support, even when there is over¬ 
whelming evidence to the contrary. 

So how does reality fight back? Unfor¬ 
tunately, detecting fake content after it’s 
uploaded isn’t really an option. Given the 
scale of the internet, even an algorithm 
that is 99 percent effective will still let a 
huge volume of fake content slip through 
the cracks. Instead, technology companies 
and news networks will need to consider 
adapting to this technological frontier with 
“secure imaging pipelines,” which verify 
and authenticate content at the source 
when it is created. Just as Twitter users 
have verified check marks, so too could 
videos posted online, marking them as au¬ 
thentic and unedited. 

But ultimately, the solution lies with us. 
Deepfakes are a threat to our democracy 
because of underlying political deficien¬ 
cies that make us an easy target. A signifi¬ 
cant chunk of the U.S. electorate dabbles 
in conspiracy theories, encouraged by a 
president who promotes them. Millions of 
Americans consume “news” from outlets 
that pump out lie after lie. And the groups 
most likely to be fooled are those who have 
low levels of media literacy and are unable 
to discern questionable sources from reli¬ 
able ones. If better forgers are coming, we, 
as citizens, need to ensure that voters are 
educated to become better detectives. 

Brian Klaas is an assistant professor of global 
politics at University College London. He is a 
co-author of “How to Rig an Election.” 


have never served. And the list goes on. 

While the VA is best equipped to under¬ 
stand and address these complex health 
challenges, 75% of female veterans do not 
use VA health care, and are also less likely 
to apply for benefits. Culture, lack of rec¬ 
ognition, the experience of multiple forms 
of trauma, and isolation of female veterans 
play significant roles. According to a re¬ 
cent study, at least 1 in 4 female veterans 
experiences harassment or denigration of 
service status at VA facilities. Yet, female 
veterans who use VA inpatient or outpa¬ 
tient mental health services have over¬ 
whelmingly positive outcomes, including 
significantly reducing the risk of suicide. 

The first step in helping more women ac¬ 
cess VA care is to address the culture they 
are faced with when they attempt to access 
that care. The VA must make aggressive 
strides to stamp out the widespread sexual 
harassment of female veterans and female 
employees at their facilities. Veteran Ser¬ 
vice Organizations should also consider 
how they can promote an inclusive culture 
that respects and supports female veterans 
and their partners. In Congress, we will be 
working hand-in-hand with female vet¬ 
erans to address these inequities through 
legislation and aggressive oversight. 

No veteran should experience barriers 
to health care because of his or her gender, 
sexual orientation or race. From Debo¬ 
rah Sampson to the women serving today, 
every single servicemember deserves the 
recognition and unfettered access to the 
benefits they have earned and deserve. 

Julia Brownley, a California Democrat, is 
chairwoman of the health subcommittee 
of the House Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. 


Health care shouldn’t be a battle for female vets 

By Rep. Julia Brownley 

Special to Stars and Stripes 
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Dan Goodman/AP 


Disney has struck a deal with Comcast that gives it full control of 
streaming service Hulu, the companies said Tuesday. 

Disney takes over 
Hulu from Comcast 


Deal protects crypto traders 

SFOX agreement with bank brings FDIC protection to cryptocurrency 


By Tali Arbel 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK—Disney is taking 
full control of Hulu from Comcast 
as both companies prepare to 
launch their own streaming ser¬ 
vices in response to declining au¬ 
diences for traditional TV. 

The companies said Tuesday 
that Comcast, which owns a third 
of Hulu, can sell its stake to Dis¬ 
ney starting in 2024 for a mini¬ 
mum of $5.8 billion. Until then, 
Comcast will be a silent investor. 

Hulu launched more than a de¬ 
cade ago as the major entertain¬ 
ment companies dealt with the 
rise of digital media. While You¬ 
Tube became a home for digital 
video, Netflix built up a stream¬ 
ing library of back seasons of 
popular TV shows and movies, 
and Hulu made TV episodes from 
networks such as ABC, NBC and 
Fox available online after they 
aired on TV. 

Hulu today still shows network 


TV episodes and original series 
for $6 a month. It has a newer, 
cable-like service with live TV 
channels for $45 a month. 

In the past few years, many 
other streaming services have 
emerged, helping more people 
drop their cable subscriptions. 
These include ones from AT&T 
and Google that, like Hulu’s live- 
TV service, compete with the tra¬ 
ditional cable bundle. Others are 
more focused, like HBO Now. 

Meanwhile, big media com¬ 
panies that own TV networks 
are looking to launch still more 
streaming services as a way to 
make up for revenue lost from 
fewer cable subscriptions. 

Disney’s deal with Comcast 
isn’t surprising. Disney had al¬ 
ready become the majority owner 
of Hulu when it absorbed Fox’s 
stake as part of its purchase of 
Fox’s entertainment businesses. 

Having total control of Hulu 
gives Disney more power to sup¬ 
port its own streaming efforts. 


By Matthew Leising 

Bloomberg 

The Wild West of cryptocur¬ 
rency trading is getting some¬ 
thing typically associated with 
the safest of savings accounts: 
FDIC protection. 

SFOX, a prime dealer and trad¬ 
ing system in the $208 billion 
crypto market, is partnering with 
New York-based M.Y. Safra Bank 
to offer its traders deposit ac¬ 
counts backed by the Federal De¬ 
posit Insurance Corp. — the same 
federal agency that protects bank 
customers up to $250,000 per fi¬ 
nancial institution. 

It’s the first time FDIC-in- 
sured accounts will be linked to a 
crypto prime dealer, according to 
SFOX, and allows traders to keep 
funds in accounts under their 
own names. 

Most banks don’t allow their 
customers’ accounts to be linked 
to cryptocurrency trading. The 
FDIC insurance protects the cash 
leg of a crypto trade and doesn’t 
apply to the Bitcoin, Ether or 
other digital assets SFOX users 
buy on the exchange. 

M.Y. Safra Bank sees “where 
digital currencies and crypto 
is going,” Danny Kim, head of 
growth for SFOX, said in an in¬ 
terview. “They see it as part of 
the future.” 

Beyond making funds more se¬ 
cure, the agreement with closely 
held M.Y. Safra “reduces the time 
required to make funds available 
for trading, making trading more 
efficient,” SFOX said in a state¬ 
ment. SFOX has about 175,000 
users, from retail and institu¬ 
tional investors to family offices, 
Kim said. 

The company connects to ex¬ 


changes such as ItBit, Gemini 
and Kraken, among others, so its 
users can access trading on those 
venues without having to put up 
cash and go through registra¬ 
tion procedures on each of them 
individually. 

The segregated accounts will 
protect traders by allowing them 
to hold their cash in their own 
name rather than mixed together 
in an omnibus account at an ex¬ 
change, Kim said. The recent 
bankruptcy of Canadian market 
Quadriga Fintech Solutions Corp. 
would have been less complicated 
had an individual account struc¬ 
ture been in place, he said. 

The crypto market, plagued 
with fraud, theft and regulatory 
infractions, has struggled to ap¬ 
peal to mainstream investors. 
Vancouver-based Quadriga owes 
115,000 clients about $193 mil¬ 
lion in cryptocurrencies and cash 
after the death of founder Gerry 
Cotten last year. Last week, cryp¬ 
to exchange Binance reported 
that hackers withdrew 7,000 Bit- 
coins worth about $40 million. 

Still, more of the traditional 
financial world is coming to digi¬ 
tal assets. Fidelity Investments, 
which began a custody service 
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to store Bitcoin earlier this year, 
will buy and sell the world’s most 
popular digital asset for insti¬ 
tutional customers within a few 
weeks, a person familiar with the 
matter said last week. ETrade Fi¬ 
nancial Corp. and Robinhood are 
offering cryptocurrency trading 
to clients, while JPMorgan Chase 
has developed the Quorum block- 
chain service for corporations 
and is experimenting with its own 
digital asset, JPM Coin. 


EXCHANGE RATES 


Military rates 

Euro costs (May 16).$1.1493 

Dollar buys (May 16).€0.8701 

British pound (May 16).$1.32 

Japanese yen (May 16).$107.00 

South Korean won (May 16).1,159.00 

Commercial rates 

Bahrain (Dinar).0.3770 

British pound.$1.2839 

Canada (Dollar).1.3480 

China (Yuan).6.8781 

Denmark (Krone).6.6753 

Egypt (Pound).17.0542 

Euro.$1.1186/0.8940 

Hong Kong (Dollar).7.8496 

Hungary (Forint).291.16 

Israel (Shekel).3.5712 

Japan (Yen).109.35 

Kuwait (Dinar).0.3043 

Norway (Krone).8.7453 

Philippines (Peso).52.40 

Poland (Zloty).3.85 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).3.7508 

Singapore (Dollar).1.3692 

South Korea (Won).1,189.84 

Switzerland (Franc).1.0082 

Thailand (Baht).31.59 

Turkey (Lira).6.0374 


(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


Prime rate.5.50 

Discount rate.3.00 

Federal funds market rate.2.38 

3-month bill.2.42 

30-year bond.2.85 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 Blunder 
5 Sir’s partner 
9 Witty one 

12 Massage target 

13 Lamb alias 

14 “Evil Woman” gp. 

15 Dairy aisle 
purchase 

17 Zodiac feline 

18 Indiana city 

19 TV’s DeGeneres 
21 Rejection 
22— buddy 

24 Bears’ hands 

27 Candy-heart 
word 

28 Ashen 

31 Believer” 

32 Epoch 

33 Actress Ruby 

34 Attire 

36 The whole 
enchilada 

37 Barking mammal 

38 Dark and gloomy 

40 “I see” 

41 “Shrek” princess 
43 Scents 

47 Adj. modifier 

48 Canning jar 
feature 

51 King, in Cannes 

52 Tale teller 

53 “Woe —!” 

54 World Cup cheer 


55 China (Pref.) 

56 Legendary loch 

DOWN 

1 Stare stupidly 

2 Twice cuatro 

3 “Hmm, I 
guess so” 

4 Criminals 

5 Office note 

6 “The Greatest” 

7 Be sick 

8 “This — no 
sense!” 

9 Built to last 

10 Downwind 

11 Thug 

16 Punk-rock 
subgenre 
20 Prune 

22 Strapping 

23 Track shape 


24 Pot-bellied pet 

25 Docs’ bloc 

26 “Dunkirk” or 
“Platoon,” e.g. 

27 Faucet problem 

29 Meadow 

30 Snaky fish 
35 Chignon 

37 Sure winner 

39 “Lady Love” 
singer Lou 

40 Branch 

41 Gambling game 

42 Pedestal 
occupant 

43 Sleek, in 
car lingo 

44 Inspiration 

45 $ dispensers 

46 Females 

49 Sundial numeral 

50 Author Brown 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 



5-16 CRYPTOQUIP 


HXRK-EOAAKJ YXRZTP 
MXDHQTL LMXL’P XAFXWP 
SKZL OD X PLXLK QE 


JOPXBBXW: LMK FBKVS M X A A. 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHY DO MOST 
CARTOON AND PICTURE CAPTIONS SEEM 
TO BE INSURED? BECAUSE THEY ARE 
UNDERWRITTEN. 

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: M equals H 
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FREE AD Guidelines: 


• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
must contain price and contact information. 
No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 


STARS^STRI pes. 

CLASSIFIED 


Advertising 
Circulation 
Reader Letters 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 


When you see this^£ 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the uploaded photo. 


Van Rowell rowell.van@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9111 DSN 314.583.9111 

letters@stripes.com 


Robert Reismann reismann.robert@stripes.corr 
+49(0)631.3615.9150 DSN 314.583.9150 

letters@stripes.com 


Mari Matsumoto SSPcirculation@stripes.ci 
+81(3)6385.3171 DSN 315.229.3171 

letters@stripes.com 


GlassifiedsEUROPE 


For information on Commercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 




Stripes.com supplies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 


STARS^STRIPES. 

Mobile • Online • Print 






Round-the-world news for America s military. 


Announcements 040 


SCAM 

FADS 


SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 


Autos for Sale 
■ Germany 


Sell Your Stuff! 




Take the fuss out of packing up for your next 
PCS—sell everything with Stripes free classifieds! 


STARSK^STRIPES. 


Want a better picture? 


You’ll get one - just by reading 
Stars and Stripes military news coverage. 

In print • Online at stripes.com • Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 
No one covers the bases the way we do. 


STARSK^STRIPES. 

However you read us, wherever you need ui 
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Unlimited 
Digital Access 

INTRO OFFER! 

FOUR WEEKS Web + Mobile 

When you subscribe to 
Stripes Digital Access... 

Get exclusive access to innovative digital 
features, interactive articles, award-winning 
photography and more. Enjoy unlimited 
access to the Stripes.com website and our 
Stars and Stripes mobile apps, all for a low 
monthly or annual subscription. 


Stars and Stripes content features 

• Access to Stars and Stripes mobile apps 

• Exclusive reports on military matters 

• Coverage of all military branches 

• Special features on current issues 

• Veterans topics 

• Retrospectives such as Vietnam at 50 

• Archive Photo of the Day 

• Unbiased, First Amendment protected 
reporting from U.S. military bases around 
the world. 


Subscribe Today! 


stripes.com/subscribe 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most | 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


Italian Open 

Tuesday 

At Foro Italico 

Purse: Men, $5.85 million (Masters 

1000); Women, $3.8 million (Premier) 
Surface: Clay-Outdoor 

Singles 

Men 

First Round 

David Goffin, Belgium, def. Stan 
Wawrinka, Switzerland, 4-6, 6-0,6-2. 

Taylor Fritz, United States, def. Guido 
Pella, Argentina, 6-3, 6-4. 

Radu Albot, Moldova, def. Benoit Paire, 
France, 6-3, 6-2. 

Jeremy Chardy, France, def. Richard 
Gasquet, France, 6-1, 4-6,6-3. 

Nick Kyrgios, Australia, def. Daniil 
Medvedev (12), Russia, 6-3, 3-6,6-3. 

Marin Cilic (9), Croatia, def. Andreas 
Basso, Italy, 6-1, 7-5. 

Diego Schwartzman, Argentina, def. 
Yoshihito Nishioka, Japan, 6-1,6-4. 

Joao Sousa, Portugal, def. Frances Tia- 
foe. United States, 6-3, 6-7 (3), 7-6 (4). 

Jan-Lennard Struff, Germany, def. Grig- 
or Dimitrov, Bulgaria, 6-4, 6-7 (5), 6-3. 

Second Round 

Karen Khachanov (11), Russia, def. Ro¬ 
berto Bautista Agut, Spain, 5-7, 6-4, 6-2. 

Matteo Berrettini, Italy, def. Alexander 
Zverev (4), Germany, 7-5, 7-5. 

Nikoloz Basilashvili (14), Georgia, def. 
Laslo Djere, Serbia, 7-5, 6-4. 

Borna Coric (13), Croatia, def. Cam¬ 
eron Norrie, Britain, 6-2, 6-2. 

Women 
First Round 

Alize Cornet, France, def. Aryna Sa- 
balenka (9), Belarus, 6-1, 6-4. 

Danielle Collins, United States, def. 
Caroline Wozniacki (11), Denmark, 7-6 
(5) retired. 

Maria Sakkari, Greece, def. Anastasia 
Pavlyuchenkova, Russia, 6-1, 7-5. 

Daria Kasatkina, Russia, def. Irina-Ca- 
melia Begu, Romania, 6-2, 7-6 (5). 

Carla Suarez Navarro, Spain, def. Day¬ 
ana Yastremska, Ukraine, 6-4,1-6, 6-3. 

Julia Goerges (16), Germany, def. 
Flsieh Su-wei, Taiwan, 6-3, 6-4. 

Marketa Vondrousova, Czech Repub¬ 
lic, def. Barbora Strycova, Czech Repub¬ 
lic, 1-6, 6-4, 7-6 (4). 

Belinda Bencic, Switzerland, def. An- 
astasija Sevastova (12), Latvia, 2-6, 6-3, 
6-2. 

Kristina Mladenovic, France, def. Car¬ 
oline Garcia, France, 6-1,6-2. 

Mihaela Buzarnescu, Romania, def. 
Jelena Ostepenko, Latvia, 6-2, 5-4 re¬ 
tired. 

Second Round 

Ashleigh Barty (8), Australia, def. Vik¬ 
toria Kuzmova, Slovakia, 4-6, 6-3, 6-4. 

Karolina Pliskova (4), Czech Republic, 
def. Ajla Tomljanovic, Australia, 6-3, 6-3. 

Venus Williams, United States, def. 
Serena Williams (10), United States, 
walkover. 

Victoria Azarenka, Belarus, def. Elina 
Svitolina (5), Ukraine, 4-6, 6-1, 7-5. 

Doubles 

Men 

First Round 

Denis Shapovalov, Canada, and Fer¬ 
nando Verdasco, Spain, def. Wesley Kool- 
hof, Netherlands, and Stefanos Tsitsipas, 
Greece, 6-3, 6-2. 

Guido Pella and Diego Schwartz¬ 
man, Argentina, def. Raj'eev Ram, United 
States, and Joe Salisbury, Britain, 1-6, 7- 
5,11-9. 

Jurgen Melzer and Dominic Thiem, 
Austria, def. Filippo Baldi and Andrea 
Pellegrino, Italy, 6-3, 3-6,10-7. 

Kyle Edmund and Neal Skupski, Brit¬ 
ain, def. Matteo Berrettini and Fabio Fog- 
nini, Italy, walkover. 

Karen Khachanov, Russia, and Marc 
Lopez, Spain, def. Pablo Cuevas, Uruguay, 
and Juan Martin del Potro, Argentina, 3- 
6, 7-6 (3), 13-11. 

Bob and Mike Bryan (7), United States, 
def. Jean-Julien Rojer, Netherlands, and 
Horia Tecau, Romania, 6-4, 7-6 (4). 

Second Round 

Maximo Gonzalez and Horacio Ze- 
ballos, Argentina, def. Jeremy Chardy, 
France, and David Goffin, Belgium, 6-3, 

6- 3. 

Women 
First Round 

Andreja Klepac, Slovenia, and Alek- 
sandra Krunic, Serbia, def. Sara Errani 
and Martina Trevisan, Italy, 6-3, 6-1. 

Chan Hao-ching and Latisha Chan (7), 
Taiwan, def. Darija Jurak, Croatia, and 
Raluca Olaru, Romania, 3-6, 0-6,10-5. 

Shuko Aoyama, Japan, and Lidziya 
Marozava, Belarus, def. Kaitlyn Christian, 
United States, and Alexandra Panova, 
Russia, 6-3, 6-4. 

Aliaksandra Sasnovich, Belarus, and 
Lesia Tsurenko, Ukraine, def. Anastasia 
Grymalska and Georgia Marchetti, Italy, 

7- 6 (4), 7-5. 

Gabriela Dabrowski, Canada, and Xu 
Yifan (6), China, def. Deborah Chiesa and 
Jasmine Paolini, Italy, 7-6 (3), 6-2. 


College softball 

1 

College baseball 

1 

College lacrosse 


NCAA Division I Tournament 

(Double elimination; x-if necessary) 

Stillwater (Okla.) Regional 

Thursday, May 16 

Game 1 — Arkansas (38-18) vs. Tulsa 
(35-18) 

Game 2 - BYU (29-24) at Oklahoma 
State (39-14) 

Friday, May 17 

Game 3 — Game 1 winner vs. Game 2 
winner 

Game 4 — Game 1 loser vs. Game 2 

Game 5 — Game 3 loser vs. Game 4 
winner 

Saturday, May 18 

Game 6 — Game 3 winner vs. Game 5 
winner 

x-Game 7 — Game 6 opponents 

Tallahassee (Fla.) Regional 
Friday, May 17 

Game 1 — South Carolina (36-17) vs. 
South Florida (40-17) 

Game 2 — Bethune-Cookman (26-29) 
at Florida State (51-8) 

Saturday, May 18 

Game 3 — Game 1 winner vs. Game 2 
winner 

Game 4 — Game 1 loser vs. Game 2 

Game 5 — Game 3 loser vs. Game 4 
winner 

Sunday, May 19 

Game 6 — Game 3 winner vs. Game 5 
winner 

x-Game 7 — Game 6 opponents 

Gainesville (Fla.) Regional 
Friday, May 17 

Game 1 — Stanford (32-18) vs. Boise 
State (34-14) 

Game 2 — Boston University (37-18) at 
Florida (44-15) 

Saturday, May 18 

Game 3 — Game 1 winner vs. Game 2 
winner 

Game 4 — Game 1 loser vs. Game 2 
loser 

Game 5 — Game 3 loser vs. Game 4 
winner 

Sunday, May 19 

Game 6 — Game 3 winner vs. Game 5 
winner 

x-Game 7 — Game 6 opponents 

Lexington (Ky.) Regional 
Friday, May 17 

Game 1 - Virginia Tech (45-9) vs. Il¬ 
linois (32-23) 

Game 2 — Toledo (29-26) at Kentucky 
(33-22) 

Saturday, May 18 

Game 3 — Game 1 winner vs. Game 2 
winner 

Game 4 — Game 1 loser vs. Game 2 

Game 5 — Game 3 loser vs. Game 4 
winner 

Sunday, May 19 

Game 6 — Game 3 winner vs. Game 5 
winner 

x-Game 7 — Game 6 opponents 

Knoxville (Tenn.) Regional 
Friday, May 17 

Game 1 — North Carolina (35-18) vs. 
Ohio State (34-16) 

Game 2 — Longwood (37-20) at Ten¬ 
nessee (39-14) 

Saturday, May 18 

Game 3 — Game 1 winner vs. Game 2 
winner 

Game 4 — Game 1 loser vs. Game 2 
loser 

Game 5 — Game 3 loser vs. Game 4 
winner 

Sunday, May 19 

Game 6 — Game 3 winner vs. Game 5 
winner 

x-Game 7 — Game 6 opponents 

Ann Arbor (Mich.) Regional 
Friday, May 17 

Game 1 — James Madison (47-7) vs. 
DePaul (34-14) 

Game 2 — St. Francis (Pa.) (29-29) at 
Michigan (43-11) 

Saturday, May 18 

Game 3 — Game 1 winner vs. Game 2 
winner 

Game 4 — Game 1 loser vs. Game 2 

Game 5 — Game 3 loser vs. Game 4 
winner 

Sunday, May 19 

Game 6 — Game 3 winner vs. Game 5 
winner 

x-Game 7 — Game 6 opponents 

Minneapolis Regional 
Friday, May 17 

Game 1 — Georgia (40-17) vs. Drake 
(42-14) 

Game 2 - North Dakota State (42-14) 
at Minnesota (41-12) 

Saturday, May 18 

Game 3 — Game 1 winner vs. Game 2 
winner 

Game 4 — Game 1 loser vs. Game 2 
loser 

Game 5 — Game 3 loser vs. Game 4 
winner 

Sunday, May 19 

Game 6 — Game 3 winner vs. Game 5 
winner 

x-Game 7 — Game 6 opponents 

Evanston (III.) Regional 
Friday, May 17 

Game 1 - Southern Illinois (33-13) vs. 
Louisville (33-21) 

Game 2 - Detroit (31-26) at North¬ 
western (43-10) 

Saturday, May 18 

Game 3 — Game 1 winner vs. Game 2 
winner 

Game 4 — Game 1 loser vs. Game 2 

Game 5 — Game 3 loser vs. Game 4 
winner 

Sunday, May 19 

Game 6 — Game 3 winner vs. Game 5 
winner 


x-Game 7 — Game 6 opponents 

Tuscaloosa (Ala.) Regional 
Friday, May 17 

Game 1 — Arizona State (33-18) vs. 
Lipscomb (41-13-1) 

Game 2 — Alabama State (24-23) vs. 
Alabama (52-7) 

Saturday, May 18 

Game 3 — Game 1 winner vs. Game 2 
winner 

Game 4 — Game 1 loser vs. Game 2 
loser 

Game 5 — Game 3 loser vs. Game 4 
winner 

Sunday, May 19 

Game 6 — Game 3 winner vs. Game 5 
winner 

x-Game 7 — Game 6 opponents 

Oxford (Miss.) Regional 
Friday, May 17 

Game 1 — Louisiana-Lafayette (50-4) 
vs. Southeast Missouri State (45-16) 

Game 2 — Chattanooga (37-15) at Mis¬ 
sissippi (37-17) 

Saturday, May 18 

Game 3 — Game 1 winner vs. Game 2 
winner 

Game 4 — Game 1 loser vs. Game 2 

Game 5 — Game 3 loser vs. Game 4 
winner 

Sunday, May 19 

Game 6 — Game 3 winner vs. Game 5 
winner 

x-Game 7 — Game 6 opponents 

Baton Rouge (La.) Regional 
Friday, May 17 

Game 1 — Texas Tech (39-14) vs. Loui¬ 
siana Tech (44-14) 

Game 2 - Monmouth (36-16) at LSU 
(40-16) 

Saturday, May 18 

Game 3 — Game 1 winner vs. Game 2 
winner 

Game 4 — Game 1 loser vs. Game 2 
loser 

Game 5 — Game 3 loser vs. Game 4 
winner 

Sunday, May 19 

Game 6 — Game 3 winner vs. Game 5 
winner 

x-Game 7 — Game 6 opponents 

Norman (Okla.) Regional 
Friday, May 17 

Game 1 - Notre Dame (36-16) vs. Wis¬ 
consin (40-12) 

Game 2 - UMBC (30-22) at Oklahoma 
(49-2) 

Saturday, May 18 

Game 3 — Game 1 winner vs. Game 2 
winner 

Game 4 — Game 1 loser vs. Game 2 

Game 5 — Game 3 loser vs. Game 4 
winner 

Sunday, May 19 

Game 6 — Game 3 winner vs. Game 5 
winner 

x-Game 7 — Game 6 opponents 

Austin (Texas) Regional 
Friday, May 17 

Game 1 - Texas A&M (28-25) vs. Hous¬ 
ton (37-17) 

Game 2 — Sam Houston State (34-21) 
at Texas (41-14) 

Saturday, May 18 

Game 3 — Game 1 winner vs. Game 2 
winner 

Game 4 — Game 1 loser vs. Game 2 
loser 

Game 5 — Game 3 loser vs. Game 4 
winner 

Sunday, May 19 

Game 6 — Game 3 winner vs. Game 5 
winner 

x-Game 7 — Game 6 opponents 

Seattle Regional 
Friday, May 17 

Game 1 — Mississippi State (33-21) vs. 
Seattle (39-15) 

Game 2 - Fordham (29-24) at Wash¬ 
ington (45-7) 

Saturday, May 18 

Game 3 — Game 1 winner vs. Game 2 
winner 

Game 4 — Game 1 loser vs. Game 2 

Game 5 — Game 3 loser vs. Game 4 
winner 

Sunday, May 19 

Game 6 — Game 3 winner vs. Game 5 
winner 

x-Game 7 — Game 6 opponents 

Los Angeles Regional 
Friday, May 17 

Game 1 — Missouri (32-23) vs. Cal 
State Fullerton (38-16) 

Game 2 - Weber State (26-19) at UCLA 
(46-5) 

Saturday, May 18 

Game 3 — Game 1 winner vs. Game 2 
winner 

Game 4 — Game 1 loser vs. Game 2 

Game 5 — Game 3 loser vs. Game 4 
winner 

Sunday, May 19 

Game 6 — Game 3 winner vs. Game 5 
winner 

x-Game 7 — Game 6 opponents 

Tucson (Ariz.) Regional 
Friday, May 17 

Game 1 — Auburn (37-19) vs. Colorado 
State (38-10) 

Game 2 — Harvard (25-17) at Arizona 
(42-12) 

Saturday, May 18 

Game 3 — Game 1 winner vs. Game 2 
winner 

Game 4 — Game 1 loser vs. Game 2 
loser 

Game 5 — Game 3 loser vs. Game 4 
winner 

Sunday, May 19 

Game 6 — Game 3 winner vs. Game 5 
winner 

x-Game 7 — Game 6 opponents 


Tuesday’s scores 

EAST 

Albany 5, Sacred Heart 3 
Boston College 19, Maine 16 
Georgetown 4, UMBC 3 
Hartford 16, LIU Brooklyn 5 
Mount St. Mary’s at Penn St. 

UConn 5, Rhode Island 4 
UMass 6, Fairfield 3 
UMass Lowell 3, Bryant 2 
West Virginia 9, Pittsburgh 4 
William & Mary 9, Saint Joseph’s 8 
SOUTH 

Auburn 8, North Alabama 7 
Austin Peay 20, W. Kentucky 12 
Belmont 6, Evansville 4 
Charleston 9, The Citadel 8 
Charlotte 9, Charleston Southern 3 
Clemson 14, Coastal Carolina 3 
East Carolina 4, Campbell 3 
Georgia Tech 7, Mercer 1 
Jacksonville at South Florida, ccd. 
Jacksonville St. 5, UAB 3 
Kennesaw St. 11, Georgia Southern 10, 
12 innings 

Kentucky 7, Michigan 4 
Liberty 3, Duke 2 
LSU 7, New Orleans 5 
Maryland 6, James Madison 5 
Memphis at UT Martin, ccd. 

Morehead St. 8, Dayton 5 
North Carolina 7, High Point 0 
Northwestern St. at Louisiana-Mon- 
roe, ccd. 

Old Dominion 17, VMI 8 
Presbyterian 11, Georgia St. 7 
Radford 8, Wake Forest 6 
South Carolina 1, S.C. Upstate 0 
Southern Miss. 12, Troy 2 
Stetson 6, FIU 4 

Tennessee 15, Tennessee Tech 10 
Tulane 11, South Alabama 1, 7 innings 
UCF 13, FAU 10 

UNC Asheville 13, Appalachian St. 7 
UNC Greensboro 9, Winthrop 3 
Vanderbilt 5, Middle Tennessee 2 
Virginia 8, VCU 7 
W. Carolina 9, E. Kentucky 6 
MIDWEST 

Cent. Michigan 10, Michigan St. 2 
Cincinnati 6, N. Kentucky 5 
Creighton 13, Omaha 2 
E. Illinois 13, Butler 6 
Iowa at W. Illinois, ccd. 

Louisville 8, Indiana 7,12 innings 
Marshall 10, Ohio 7 
Milwaukee 5, N. Illinois 3 
Notre Dame 12, Northwestern 4 
Ohio St. 7, Youngstown St. 4 
Purdue 4, Xavier 3 
S. Illinois 19, Saint Louis 8 
SIU Edwardsville at Illinois St., ccd. 
Toledo 13, Fort Wayne 8 
Valparaiso 4, Chicago St. 3 
Wright St. 7, Kent St. 5 
SOUTHWEST 

Arkansas St. 6, Mississippi 5 
Baylor 12, UT Arlington 2, 7 innings 
Lamar 10, TCU 5 
Little Rock 5, Cent. Arkansas 1 
Rice 2, Houston 1 
Texas 9, Incarnate Word 0 
Texas A&M-CC at UT Rio Grande Val¬ 
ley, ccd. 

Wichita St. 4, Oral Roberts 2 
FAR WEST 
BYU 10, Utah 3 
Nevada 9, Pacific 2 
Oregon 10, Gonzaga3 
Oregon St. 4, Portland 3 
Stanford 7, Cal Poly 1 
Southern Cal 3, Loyola Marymount 2 
UC Davis 3, San Francisco 2,10 innings 
UC Santa Barbara 9, Pepperdine 4 
UCLA 7, UC Irvine 0 
Utah Valley 20, Washington St. 13 
TOURNAMENT 


Marian eliminated 

Webber International 1, Tennessee 
Wesleyan 0 

Madonna 5, Campbellsville 4, Camp- 
bellsville eliminated 

Lawrenceville Bracket 
Indiana Southeast 5, St. Xavier 4, SXU 
eliminated 

Georgia Gwinnett 12 Georgetown (Ky.) 2 
Indiana Southeast 10, Union (Ky.) 5, 
Union (Ky.) eliminated 

Macon Bracket 

Middle Georgia St. 11, Huntington 2, 
Huntington eliminated 

Southeastern (Fla.) 7, Rio Grande 2 
Middle Georgia St. 8, British Columbia 
0, British Columbia eliminated 
Miami Gardens Bracket 
Thomas (Ga.) 11, Bryan 10, Bryan elim¬ 
inated 

St. Thomas (Fla.) 7 William Jessup 3 
Talladega 8, Thomas (Ga.) 0, Thomas 
(Ga.) elimated 

Henderson Bracket 
Texas Wesleyan 7, Clarke 6,10 innings, 
Clarke eliminated 

Oklahoma Wesleyan 8, Freed-Hardeman 3 
Texas Wesleyan 2, Concordia (Neb.) 1, 
Concordia (Neb.) eliminated 

Montgomery Bracket 
Hope International 16, Jarvis Christian 
9, JCC eliminated 

Faulkner 10, Central Methodist 5 
Hope International 10, Olivet Naza- 
rene 5, Olivet Nazarene eliminated 
Shreveport Bracket 
Columbia (Mo.) 15, LSU Shreveport 12, 
LSUS eliminated 

Bellevue 6, York (Neb.) 1 
Columbia (Mo.) 5, Oklahoma City 4, 
Oklahoma City eliminated 

Santa Barbara Bracket 
Westmont 7, Jamestown 3, Jamestown 
eliminated 

Science & Arts (Okla.) 11, Antelope 
Valley 2 

Westmont 9, Arizona Christian 0, Ari¬ 
zona Christian eliminated 


NCAA Division I Tournament 

Opening Round 
Wednesday, May 8 
UMBC 14, Marist 8 

Saturday, May 11 
First Round 

Loyola (Md.) 15, Syracuse 13 
Yale 19, Georgetown 16 
Pennsylvania 13, Army 8 
Virginia 19, Robert Morris 10 
Sunday, May 12 
Penn State 25, UMBC 10 
Maryland 14, Towson 13, OT 
Duke 12, Richmond 11 
Notre Dame 16, John Hopkins 9 
Quarterfinals 
Saturday, May 18 
At Hempstead, N.Y. 

Virginia (14-3) vs. Maryland (12-4) 
Notre Dame (9-6) vs. Duke (12-4) 
Sunday, May 19 
At East Hartford, Conn. 

Penn State (15-1) vs. Loyola (Md.) (12-4) 
Yale (13-3) vs. Pennsylvania (12-3) 

At Philadelphia 


\t Philadelphia 
Semifinals 
Saturday, May 25 

Penn State-Loyola (Md.) winner v 
Yale-Pennsylvania winner 

Virginia-Maryland winner vs. Not 
Dame-Duke winner 

Monday, May 27 
Semifinal winners 


Tuesday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

CHICAGO WHITE SOX - Sent OF Eloy 
Jimenez to Charlotte (IL) for a rehab as¬ 
signment. 

CLEVELAND INDIANS - Placed OF Ty¬ 
ler Naquin on the 10-day IL. Recalled OF 
Oscar Mercado from Columbus (IL). 

DETROIT TIGERS - Optioned 3B Har¬ 
old Castro to Toledo (IL). Placed RHP 
Tyson Ross on the 10-day IL, retroactive 
to Saturday. Reinstated 2B Josh Harrison 
from the 10-day IL. Recalled RHP Zac 
Reininger from Toledo. 

LOS ANGELES ANGELS - Placed OF 
Kole Calhoun on paternity leave. Recalled 
INF Luis Rengifo from Salt Lake (PCL). 

NEW YORK YANKEES - Added OF Mike 
Tauchman as 26th man for Wednesday’s 
doubleheader. Acquired 1B/DH Kend- 
rys Morales and considerations from 
the Oakland Athletics for a player to be 
named later or cash considerations. 

SEATTLE MARINERS - Sent 3B Kyle 
Seager and LHP Wade LeBlanc to Tacoma 
(PCL) for rehab assignments. 

TAMPA BAY RAYS - Sent RHP Hunter 
Wood to Charlotte (FSL) for a rehab as¬ 
signment. 

National League 

ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS - Optioned 
RHP Jon Duplantier to Reno (PCL). Re¬ 
called RHP Jimmie Sherfy from Reno. 

ATLANTA BRAVES - Optioned RHP 
Kyle Wright to Gwinnett (IL). 

COLORADO ROCKIES - Optioned 2B 
Garrett Hampson to Albuquerque (PCL). 
Recalled INF Pat Valaika from Albuquer¬ 
que. 

LOS ANGELES DODGERS - Sent LHP 
Caleb Ferguson to Oklahoma City (PCL) 
for a rehab assignment. 

MILWAUKEE BREWERS - Placed 3B 
Travis Shaw on the 10-day IL. Designated 
INF/OF Cory Spangenberg for assign¬ 
ment. Selected the contract of 2B Keston 
Hiura from San Antonio (PCL). Sent RHP 
Chase Anderson to San Antonio for a re¬ 
hab assignment. 

PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES - Placed RHP 
Edubray Ramos on the 10-day IL. Recalled 

LHP Austin Dav’~ '-' --- 1 

Sent 2B Scott Ki..^..^_ 

for a rehab assignment. 

SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS - Designated 
C Erik Kratz for assignment. 

WASHINGTON NATIONALS - Signed 
RHP Michael Blazek to a minor league 
contract. Sent SS Trea Turner to Potomac 
(Carolina) for a rehab assignment. 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

CAROLINA PANTHERS - Claimed TE 
Temarrick Hemingway off waivers from 
Denver. 

DENVER BRONCOS - Placed OL Nico 
Falah on injured reserve. Signed LB Jus¬ 
tin Hollins to a four-year contract. 

HOUSTON TEXANS - Waived LB Dex¬ 
ter Wright. Signed RB Taiwan Jones. 

INDIAIAPOLIS COLTS - Signed DE Dadi 
Nicolas. Waived CB Jamal Peters with an 
injury settlement. 

MINNESOTA VIKINGS - Signed OL 
Garrett Bradbury. 

NEW YORK GIANTS - Signed OT Mike 
Remmers. 

NEW YORK JETS - Claimed WR Xavier 
Ubosi and OT Calvin Anderson from the 
New England Patriots. Waived WR DeAn- 
gelo Yancey and OT Dieugot Joseph. 

TENNESSEE TITANS - Waived WR 
Devin Ross. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS - Signed 
president Brendan Shanahan to a six- 
y|ar contract extension through 2024- 

OLYMPIC SPORTS 

U.S. SKI & SNOWBOARD - Announced 
the retirement of aerials coach Todd Os- 
sian. Named Emily Cook interim aerials 
coach. 

SOCCER 

Major League Soccer 

NEW ENGLAND REVOLUTION - Named 
Bruce Arena sporting director and 
coach. 

SEE SCOREBOARD ON PAGE 26 
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Pro soccer 


MLS 


Philadelphia 7 

D.C. United 7 

Montreal 6 

New York City FC 4 
Atlanta 5 

Toronto FC 5 

Columbus 5 

Chicago 4 

New York 4 

Orlando City 3 

Cincinnati 3 

New England 


Los Angeles FC 8 

LA Galaxy 7 

Seattle 6 

Houston 6 

FC Dallas 5 

Minnesota United 4 
Real Salt Lake 4 

Vancouver 3 

San Jose 3 

Portland 


iporting 

:olorado 


KC 


2 4 

0 9 2 


23 23 12 
23 17 11 
20 15 19 
18 15 12 
17 12 8 

16 22 17 
16 12 18 
16 19 13 
14 16 14 
12 13 17 
11 10 18 
11 14 31 


27 29 8 

22 18 16 
22 20 13 
19 17 10 
17 16 14 
15 19 18 
13 15 20 
12 11 14 
11 14 22 
10 13 21 
10 19 19 
2 16 30 


Colorai __ 

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie. 

Wednesday, May 8 
Atlanta 2, Toronto FC 0 
Columbus 3, LA Galaxy 1 
Chicago 5, New England 0 
Montreal 2, New York 1 
Friday, May 10 
Vancouver 1, Portland 0 

Saturday, May 11 
Cincinnati 2, Montreal 1 
New York 3, FC Dallas 1 
Philadelphia 2, Toronto FC 1 
New York City FC 2, LA Galaxy 0 
Los Angeles FC 3, Columbus 0 
New England 3, San Jose 1 
Chicago 2, Minnesota United 0 
Real Salt Lake 3, Colorado 2 
Seattle 1, Houston 0 

Sunday, May 12 
Atlanta 1, Orlando City 0 
D.C. United 1, Sporting Kansas City 0 
Wednesday’s games 
D.C. United at Toronto FC 
Portland at Houston 
Atlanta at Vancouver 
Orlando City at Seattle 

Thursday’s game 
FC Dallas at Los Angeles FC 
Saturday’s games 
New England at Montreal 
Toronto FC at Real Salt Lake 
Chicago at San Jose 
Seattle at Philadelphia 
Columbus at Minnesota United 
D.C. United at Houston 
Vancouver at Sporting Kansas City 
Sunday’s games 
Cincinnati at Orlando City 
Los Angeles FC at FC Dallas 
Atlanta at New York 
Colorado at LA Galaxy 

NWSL 

W L T Pts GF GA 

Houston 3 1 1 10 6 6 

Utah 3 1 0 9 4 2 

Chicago 2 12 8 11 7 

North Carolina 
Portland 
Washington 
Reign FC 
Sky Blue FC 

Orlando _ _ _ _ . 

Note: Three points for victory, ( 
point for tie. 

Saturday, May 11 
Washington 3, Sky Blue FC 2 
Houston 2, Utah 1 
Portland 3, Orlando 1 

Sunday, May 12 
Chicago 3, North Carolina 1 
Saturday’s games 
Sky Blue FC at Reign FC 
Portland at Washington 

Sunday’s games 
Utah at North Carolina 
Chicago at Houston 


2 12 8 11 5 
2 0 2 8 11 7 


0 1 3 2 2 5 


0 3 2 2 

0 5' 


AP sportlight 


1884 — African-American Isaac Mur¬ 
phy, considered one of the greatest race 
riders in American history, wins the first 
of his three Kentucky Derbies when he 
guides Buchanan to victory. 

1976 — The Montreal Canadiens win 
their 19th Stanley Cup with a 5-3 victory 
over the Philadelphia Flyers, capping a 
four-game sweep. 

1980 — The Los Angeles Lakers beat 
the Philadelphia 76ers 123-107 to win 
the NBA title in six games. Rookie guard 
Magic Johnson fills in at center for the 
injured Kareem Abdul-Jabbar and comes 
up with 42 points, 15 rebounds and seven 
assists and is named the Finals MVP. The 
42 points are the most scored by a rookie 
in an NBA Finals game. 

1982 — The New York Islanders win 
the Stanley Cup for the third straight 
year, completing a four-game sweep of 
the Vancouver Canucks with a 3-1 vic¬ 
tory. 

1987 — Alysheba, ridden by Chris Mc- 
Carron, wins the Preakness Stakes, fin¬ 
ishing a half-length ahead of Bet Twice, 
who was also the Kentucky Derby run- 

1992 — America3, Bill Koch’s high-tech 
racing machine, wins the America’s Cup 
4-1 in the best-of-seven final series with 
a 44-second victory over Italy’s II Moro di 
Venezia. 


Briefly 

Jets fire GM three weeks after draft 



Chuck Burton/AP 


NASCAR driver Jimmie Johnson, second from left, helps assemble care packages for the North Carolina 
USO on Tuesday in Concord, N.C. Johnson announced Tuesday that his car for the Coca-Cola 600 on 
May 26 will pay tribute to a soldier who was killed in Vietnam. 


Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Mike Maccag- 
nan helped lead the Jets’ coach¬ 
ing search this offseason, spent 
big money in free agency and 
oversaw the team’s draft. 

Now, stunningly, he’s out as 
New York’s general manager. 

Team chairman and CEO 
Christopher Johnson announced 
the decision to fire Maccagnan 
in a statement posted Wednesday 
on the team’s Twitter account. 
Coach Adam Gase will serve as 
the acting general manager in 
Maccagnan’s place while the Jets 
search for a replacement. 

“This morning, I informed 
Mike that he was being relieved 
of his duties as general manager 
of the team, effective immediate¬ 
ly,” Johnson said in the statement. 
“Mike helped to execute the stra¬ 
tegic vision of the organization 
during the last four seasons and 
especially the past few months. 
However, I came to the decision 
to make a change after much 
thought and a careful assessment 
of what would be in the best long¬ 
term interests of the New York 
Jets.” 

The timing is particularly 
strange because Maccagnan ran 
the Jets’ draft less than three 
weeks ago, including taking de¬ 
fensive tackle Quinnen Williams 
with the No. 3 overall pick. There 
were some rumors, however, that 
there was tension between Mac¬ 
cagnan and Gase — which both 
denied. 

Gase was irritated by the sug¬ 
gestion there were problems be¬ 
tween the two when asked about 
the reports, saying last Friday: 
“I don’t know who decides to put 
that stuff out there. It kind of 
pisses me off a little bit. We have 
discussions on everything.” 

ESPN reported that Brian 
Heimerdinger, the Jets’ vice 
president of player personnel, was 
also fired as part of the team’s 
front office shake-up. 

Maccagnan, who was hired 
as GM in 2015, was not relieved 
of his duties this past offseason 
when coach Todd Bowles was 
fired — leading many to assume 
that Maccagnan’s job was not in 
jeopardy. He was fully involved 
in the coaching search and hiring 
Gase to replace Bowles. Maccag¬ 
nan was also active in free agen¬ 
cy in March, spending more than 
$125 million to land the likes of 
running back Le’Veon Bell, line¬ 
backer C.J. Mosley and wide re¬ 
ceiver Jamison Crowder. He also 
acquired left guard Kelechi Os- 
emele from Oakland in a trade. 

Leafs give Shanahan 
six-year extension 

TORONTO — Maple Leafs 
president Brendan Shanahan has 
signed a six-year contract exten¬ 
sion through 2024-25. 

Since the Toronto native took 
on the role with the team in April 
2014 — the beginning of the so- 
called “Shana-Plan” — the Leafs 
bottomed out in the standings be¬ 


fore a resurgence that has seen 
the franchise make the playoffs 
in each of the past three seasons. 

The Leafs, who lost to the Bos¬ 
ton Bruins in seven games for the 
second straight spring last month, 
have failed to reach the second 
round of the playoffs since 2004. 
The team’s Stanley Cup drought 
is also the longest in the NHL at 
52 years. 

Krueger returns to NHL 
as Sabres coach 

Ralph Krueger changed his 
mind on returning to coaching in 
the NHL just in time to give the 
Buffalo Sabres the experience 
they wanted behind the bench. 

Krueger was named Sabres 
coach on Wednesday after spend¬ 
ing the past five years as chair¬ 
man of English Premier League 
soccer club Southampton FC. 
Krueger coached the Edmonton 
Oilers during the lockout-short¬ 
ened 2013 season and was an as¬ 
sistant for two years before that. 

Krueger only has 48 games of 
NHL head-coaching experience, 
but Buffalo general manager 
Jason Botterill said the team’s 
brass put a lot of stock into in¬ 
ternational experience. Krueger 
coached Switzerland’s national 
team to Olympic appearances in 
2002, 2006 and 2010, took Team 
Europe on a surprising run at the 
2016 World Cup of Hockey, was 
part of several world champion¬ 
ships and served as a consultant 
under Mike Babcock when Cana¬ 
da won Olympic gold in 2014. 

Simmons to play for 
Australia in World Cup 

SYDNEY — Ben Simmons is 
set to play for Australia at the 
FIBA World Cup after confirm¬ 


ing in an online video “I’m going 
to be a Boomer”. 

Simmons’ NBA season ended 
when his Philadelphia 76ers 
were knocked out of the Eastern 
Conference semifinals on Kawhi 
Leonard’s Game 7-ending buzz¬ 
er-beater for Toronto. 

The NBA All-Star told his fans 
to stay tuned about upcoming 
events in the video he posted on 
Twitter but he later confirmed on 
Weibo, the Chinese social media 
channel, that he was “looking for¬ 
ward to representing my country 
Australia” in the World Cup. He’s 
likely to join the likes of Patty 
Mills, Andrew Bogut and Mat¬ 
thew Dellavedova in Australia’s 
squad for the World Cup, which 
starts Aug. 31 in China. 

WNBA hires new 
president Engelbert 

NEW YORK — The WNBA has 
a new president, a little more than 
a week before the season starts. 

The league has hired Deloitte 
CEO Cathy Engelbert, according 
to a person familiar with the situ¬ 
ation. The person spoke to The 
Associated Press on condition of 
anonymity Wednesday because 
the league hasn’t publicly an¬ 
nounced the hiring. 

Since 2015, Engelbert has been 
CEO of Deloitte US, an account¬ 
ing organization that works with 
Fortune 500 companies. 

She replaces Lisa Borders, who 
stepped down in October. 

It’s been an active offseason for 
the league, which begins its 23rd 
season on May 24. 

Yankees acquire 
Morales from A's 

NEW YORK — The Yankees 
have acquired veteran slugger 


Kendrys Morales from the Oak¬ 
land Athletics. 

New York is also getting 
$8,491,452 from Oakland to cover 
most of the $8,903,226 remaining 
in Morales’ $12 million salary. 
That leaves the Yankees to pay 
$411,774, a prorated share of the 
$555,000 minimum. 

As part of the deal announced 
Tuesday night, the Yankees 
will send Oakland a player to be 
named or cash. 

Johnson to honor fallen 
soldier during race 

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — Jim¬ 
mie Johnson is going camouflage 
for the Coca-Cola 600 on Memo¬ 
rial Day weekend to honor those 
who died while serving in the 
military. 

Johnson unveiled a military- 
themed camouflage paint scheme 
Tuesday with the name of a fallen 
soldier written across the front 
windshield of his No. 48 Chev¬ 
rolet. The seven-time NASCAR 
Cup Series champion will pay 
tribute to Army Sgt. Richard 
Donlan, who died during combat 
in Vietnam. 

Johnson’s patriotic car scheme 
is part of the “NASCAR Salutes” 
initiative, which honors fallen sol¬ 
diers during the race at Charlotte 
Motor Speedway. Since 2015, the 
names of soldiers killed in action 
have been displayed on the wind¬ 
shields of race cars. 

“The sacrifices those families 
make for our freedom, there is 
no way to say thank you enough,” 
Johnson said. “I think that is what 
makes this all so special. ... It’s 
our turn to say thank you.” 

The Coca-Cola 600 will be held 
May 26, the day before Memorial 
Day. 
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NBA PLAYOFFS 


Scoreboard 


Conference finals 

(Best-of-seven; x-if necessary) 
Eastern Conference 
Toronto vs. Milwaukee 
Wednesday: at Milwaukee 
Friday: at Milwaukee 
AFN-Sports, 2:30 a.m. Saturday CET; 
9:30 a.m. Saturday JKT 
Sunday: at Toronto 
AFN-Sports, 2:30 a.m. Monday CET; 
9:30 a.m. Monday JKT 

Tuesday, May 21: at Toronto 
AFN-Sports, 2:30 a.m. Wednesday 
CET; 9:30 a.m. Wednesday JKT 

x-Thursday, May 23: at Milwaukee 
AFN-Sports, 2:30 a.m. Friday CET; 9:30 
a.m. Friday JKT 

x-Saturday, May 25: at Toronto 
AFN-Sports, 2:30 a.m. Sunday CET; 
9:30 a.m. Sunday JKT 

x-Monday, May 27: at Milwaukee 
AFN-Sports, 1 a.m. Tuesday CET; 8 
a.m. Tuesday JKT 

Western Conference 
Golden State 1, Portland 0 
Tuesday: Golden State 116, Portland 94 
Thursday: at Golden State 
AFN-Sports, 3 a.m. Friday CET; 10 a.m. 
Friday JKT. 

Saturday: at Portland 
AFN-Sports, 3 a.m. Sunday CET; 10 
a.m. Sunday JKT 

Monday: at Portland 
AFN-Sports, 3 a.m. Tuesday CET; 10 
a.m. Tuesday JKT 

x-Wednesday, May 22: at Golden 
State 

AFN-Sports, 3 a.m. Thursday CET; 10 
a.m. Thursday JKT 

x-Friday, May 24: at Portland 
AFN-Sports, 3 a.m. Saturday CET; 10 
a.m. Saturday JKT 

x-Sunday, May 26: at Golden State 
AFN-Sports, 3 a.m. Monday CET; 10 
a.m. Monday JKT 

Tuesday 

Warriors 116, Trail Blazers 94 

PORTLAND - Aminu 1-3 1-2 3, Hark- 
less 7-12 2-2 17, Kanter 4-9 2-2 10, Lillard 
4-12 9-9 19, McCollum 7-19 2-3 17, Layman 
0-2 0-0 0, Collins 2-6 4-6 8, Labissiere 0-1 
0-0 0, Se.Curry 1-7 0-0 3, Simons 0-3 0-0 0, 
Hood 4-8 7-7 17, Turner 0-1 0-0 0. Totals 
30-83 27-31 94. 

GOLDEN STATE - Iguodala 2-3 0-0 4, 
Green 5-111-2 12, Bogut 1-10-0 2, St.Curry 
12-23 3-3 36, Thompson 10-24 3-3 26, McK- 
innie 1-2 0-0 3, Looney 3-5 0-0 6, Jerebko 
3-5 2-2 9, Bell 1-2 1-2 3, Jones 1-1 1-2 3, 
Cook 2-5 2-2 8, Livingston 1-2 2-2 4, Evans 
0-0 0-0 0. Totals 42-84 15-18 116. 

Portland 23 22 26 23- 94 

Golden State 27 27 23 39-116 

Three-Point Goals—Portland 7-28 

(Hood 2-5, Lillard 2-5, Harkless 1-4, 
Se.Curry 1-4, McCollum 1-5, Aminu 0-1, 
Collins 0-2, Layman 0-2), Golden State 
17-33 (St.Curry 9-15, Thompson 3-9, Cook 
2-3, Jerebko 1-1, McKinnie 1-1, Green 1- 
3, Iguodala 0-1). Fouled Out—None. Re¬ 
bounds—Portland 47 (Kanter 16), Golden 
State 42 (Green 10). Assists—Portland 21 
(Lillard 6), Golden State 30 (St.Curry 7). 
Total Fouls—Portland 16, Golden State 
24. A-19,596 (19,596). 

Leaders 

Playoffs/Through Tuesday 
Scoring 

G FG FT PTS AVG 

Durant, GOL 11 122 100 376 34.2 

Leonard, TOR 12 137 79 382 31.8 

Harden, HOU 11 109 82 348 31.6 

George, OKC 5 44 40 143 28.6 

Lillard, POR 13 116 81 360 27.7 

Antetokounmpo, MIL 9 82 72 247 27.4 

Curry, GOL 13 104 67 327 25.2 

JokiC, DEN 14 132 66 352 25.1 

McCollum, POR 13 128 32 324 2 ‘ 


Westbrook, OKC 
DeRozan, SAN 
Williams, LAC 
Mitchell, UTA 
Irving, BOS 
Murray, DEN 
LeVert, BRO 
Siakam, TOR 
Embiid, PHL 
Aldridge, SAN 
Gallinari, LAC 


40 23 114 2 
58 38 154 2 
45 34 130 2 
36 24 107 2 
9 69 36 192 2 

14 107 56 298 2 

5 36 21 105 2 

12 97 38 249 2 

11 68 74 222 2 

7 55 27 140 2 

6 39 28 119 1 


Curry, Warriors take Game 1 



Ben Margot/AP 


The Golden State Warriors’ Stephen Curry, left, lays up a shot past the Portland Trail Blazers’ Maurice 
Harkless during the first half of Game 1 of the Western Conference finals Tuesday in Oakland, Calif. 


Point guard hits 
9 three-pointers, 
scores 36 points 

By Janie McCauley 
Associated Press 

OAKLAND, Calif. — Stephen 
Curry had all kinds of room for 
a change and capitalized, finding 
his shooting touch in a hurry to get 
Golden State on a roll. Portland’s 
defenders were too far back in the 
paint or a step behind all night. 

“Practice shots,” Trail Blazers 
star Damian Lillard said of Cur¬ 
ry’s wide-open chances. 

So far, the Warriors are show¬ 
ing they can keep winning until 
Kevin Durant gets healthy. 

Making it look easy again, 
Curry knocked down nine three- 
pointers on his way to 36 points, 
leading the two-time defending 
champions past the Trail Blaz¬ 
ers 116-94 on Tuesday night in 
Game 1 of the Western Confer¬ 
ence finals. 

“I know what I’m capable of 
on the floor. The situation calls 
for me to be a little bit more ag¬ 
gressive and hopefully that’ll 
continue,” said Curry, who came 
in shooting 37.1% on threes this 
postseason. “Obviously it’s nice 
to see the ball go in. I didn’t shoot 
the ball well for 41/2 games the 
last series and got off to a good 
start tonight. I want to maintain 
that. Every game is different, 
you’ve got to re-establish your¬ 
self. That’s my perspective no 
matter how I play.” 

Curry shot 12-for-23 in his 
fourth 30-point performance 
this postseason, finding far more 
open looks than he had in the last 
round against Houston. The two- 
time NBA MVP outplayed the 
Portland duo of Lillard and CJ 
McCollum, who combined to go 
ll-for-31 against a strong Golden 
State defense. 

“It’s good to see Steph have a 
game like that at a time that obvi¬ 
ously we need him most,” Dray- 
mond Green said. 

Klay Thompson had 26 points, 
including a late one-handed slam. 
Green established the energy on 


both ends early for the well-rest¬ 
ed Warriors, finishing with 12 
points, 10 rebounds, five assists, 
three blocks and two steals. 

Lillard scored 19 points back 
home in Oakland, just miles away 
from where he grew up. 

“That’s part of what makes it 
special, I’m from here,” Lillard 
said. “I could walk home from 
here if I wanted to, that tells you 
how close it is.” 

McCollum had 17 and missed 
five of his six threes as the cold¬ 
shooting Blazers went just 7-for- 
28 from long range. 

Game 2 is Thursday night, and 
the Warriors are unlikely to have 
Durant back from a strained right 
calf. An update on Durant’s status 
is expected that day once the two- 
time reigning NBA Finals MVP 
is re-examined. 

“I think we played a terrible 
game and we still had a chance 
going into the fourth quarter,” 
McCollum said, “so we need 
to tighten some things up and 
look forward to the game on 


Thursday.” 

Curry came off screens with 
authority and matched his post¬ 
season career high for threes, 
also accomplished in Game 1 of 
last year’s NBA Finals against 
Cleveland. He found his groove 
far earlier than in the Game 6 
clincher at Houston on Friday 
night, when he scored all 33 of his 
points in the second half. 

Little brother Seth struggled 
with three points for Portland, 
which shot 36.1% overall. 

“It’s not one-and-done. We’ve 
got a series, it’s one loss,” Blazers 
coach Terry Stotts said. “We’ve 
got to play better, particularly at 
the offensive end, but we’ve got to 
be better at both ends.” 

Lillard hit a game-winning 
three-pointer with 6.3 seconds 
remaining in overtime Dec. 27 
in his last regular-season game 
at Oracle Arena. He averaged 
28.3 points and 6.5 assists in four 
regular-season games against 
Golden State this season. 

He arrived for Game 1 in a 


custom Oakland Athletics base¬ 
ball jersey having averaged 30 
points in his nine previous playoff 
matchups against the Warriors. 

Green has at least 10 rebounds 
in six straight playoff games, 
matching his postseason career- 
best streak of six, also done last 
year. 

“This series is going to get 
tougher and tougher,” Green 
said. 

Family affair: Between warmup 
shots, Seth Curry stole a glance to 
the other end as his big brother 
went through his own pregame 
routine. 

Back in the locker room, Ste¬ 
phen Curry said, “That was 
wild.” Then, he joked, “Only me 
and Seth are going to score, the 
whole series.” 

The Currys became the first 
brothers to ever face off in the 
conference finals and the first in 
any round since Marc Gasol for 
the Grizzlies against Pau Gasol 
and the Spurs in the first round of 
the 2017 playoffs. 
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NBA 


Beilein believes 
move was right 

Cavs job was too good to pass up 



Jae C. Hong/AP 


The Cleveland Cavaliers signed Michigan coach John Beilein to a five-year contract on Monday. The 
deal came together quickly and was finalized Sunday after the Cavs had spent the weekend in Denver 
interviewing several NBA assistants. 


By Andrew Seligman 

Associated Press 

CHICAGO — Whether it was 
the right time to leave Michigan 
for the Cleveland Cavaliers, John 
Beilein wasn’t sure. 

One thing he had no doubt 
about was this: It was the right 
move to make. 

Beilein decided it was time to 
jump to the NBA and see if he can 
win on basketball’s biggest stage 
after molding winners at the col¬ 
lege level for 41 years. 

“There’s never a good time to 
leave,” he said following the draft 
lottery in Chicago on Tuesday. 
“You can make a couple choices. 
You can leave too early or you can 
leave too late. You never know 
when to leave. This was an oppor¬ 
tunity that has so much potential 
it was too difficult to pass up. It 
was the right thing to do.” 

Beilein accepted a big chal¬ 
lenge on Monday when he took 
the Cavaliers’job after 12 seasons 
at Michigan. 

The offensive whiz who re-es¬ 
tablished the Wolverines as na¬ 
tional championship contenders 
will try to orchestrate a similar 
turnaround in Cleveland, where 
the Cavaliers won just 19 games 
in a stormy season following LeB- 
ron James’ departure for the Los 
Angeles Lakers. 

It’s a challenge the 66-year-old 
Beilein is ready to embrace. 

“We have good young players,” 


he said. “Kevin Love. We’ve got 
some guys with a lot of experi¬ 
ence, especially with winning. I 
talked with all the players today. 
I feel a good karma right now. 
Last year, although it was diffi¬ 
cult for all, we all learned a lot. 
Everybody’s gonna grow from it 
and attack next year with a lot of 
enthusiasm, a lot of spirit, a lot of 
optimism.” 

Beilein sees big potential in a 
team with an All-Star forward in 
Love, promising point guard Col¬ 
lin Sexton, Larry Nance Jr. and 
Jordan Clarkson. The Cavaliers 
also have a chance to draft a po¬ 
tential cornerstone player after 
landing the No. 5 overall pick on 
Tuesday, not to mention another 
first-rounder at No. 26 overall. 

For Beilein, the past few days 
have been quite a whirlwind. 

He left Michigan to coach a 
team in Ohio and work for an 
owner — Dan Gilbert — who hap¬ 
pens to be a Michigan State alum. 
Beilein didn’t realize at first a 
Spartan would be signing his pay- 
check. But once he got to know his 
new boss? 

“I think we hit it off right away,” 
he said. 

Beilein met some members of 
the Cavaliers’ front-office staff 
for the first time Tuesday night. 
One even carried a small bag 
with the new coach’s team-issued 
cellphone. 

Besides learning all the new 
faces, Beilein will have some 


cramming to do when it comes to 
the NBA game. 

“I’m gonna have to learn quick¬ 
ly,” he said. “I’m gonna have to 
really learn the NBA language 
and just obviously begin this rela¬ 
tionship with these players, build 
this culture that is rock solid.” 

Beilein won more games at 
Michigan than any other coach, 
with a 278-150 record. He took 
over a program that hadn’t been 


to the NCAA Tournament since 
1998 and led the Wolverines to 
nine appearances, five Sweet 16s 
and two title games. About the 
only thing they didn’t do was win 
it all, losing in the finals to Lou¬ 
isville in 2013 and Villanova in 
2018. 

Michigan also captured Big 
Ten regular-season champion¬ 
ships in 2012 and 2014 after not 
winning any since 1986. And the 


Wolverines won the conference 
tournament in 2017 and 2018. 

Michigan wasn’t his only suc¬ 
cessful stop. 

Beilein won 829 games in 41 col¬ 
lege seasons, reaching the NCAA 
Tournament with Canisius, Rich¬ 
mond and West Virginia, as well 
as the Wolverines. At Michigan, 
he built what to many was a model 
program that generally met or ex¬ 
ceeded expectations. 


Pick: Griffin’s luck follows him from Cleveland to New Orleans 



Nuccio DiNuzzo/AP 


NBA Deputy Commissioner Mark Tatum announces that the 
Atlanta Hawks won the 10th pick during the NBA Draft lottery 
Tuesday in Chicago. The Hawks also have the eighth pick. 


FROM BACK PAGE 

Griffin doesn’t play the lottery, 
unless the jackpot is one of those 
billion-dollar-type enormous 
ones. 

Maybe he should. The ping-pong 
balls seem to bounce his way a lot. 

Griffin was with Cleveland 
when the Cavaliers won the lottery 
in 2011, 2013 and 2014. And now 
it’s the Pelicans, his new employ¬ 
er, which has struck lottery gold. 
They defied the odds to do it; the 
Pelicans entered the lottery with 
a 6% chance of winning the No. 1 
pick for the June 20 draft. 

So now, instead of going into 
a summer where they may have 
traded Davis — the player New 
Orleans got when it won the lottery 
in 2012, the player who was openly 
disgruntled this season — the Pel¬ 
icans have a chance at becoming 
much better, and fast. 

“This just jump-starts the pro¬ 
cess,” Griffin said. “It’ll be harder 
for me to mess it up than it would 
have been before this.” 

Memphis will choose second, 
New York third and the Los An¬ 
geles Lakers will pick fourth. The 


Pelicans, Grizzlies and Lakers all 
moved up to get a top-four spot; 
New York, Phoenix and Cleve¬ 
land had the best odds of winning 
the lottery at 14% each, and none 
of those clubs even got a top-two 
pick. 

The lottery had a new format 
this year, one that the league hoped 
would even the playing field in a 
number of ways and didn’t make 
all-out tanking a more enticing op¬ 
tion to teams looking to maximize 
their chance at securing the No. 1 
pick. 

The Knicks, Suns and Cavs 
didn’t have much interest in win¬ 
ning this season, with none win¬ 
ning more than 19 games. The 
ping-pong balls apparently weren’t 
interested in having them win the 
lottery, either. 

“I don’t think you should ever 
not play to win basketball games,” 
Pelicans coach Alvin Gentry said. 
“I don’t see where it would help 
you.” 

Cleveland will pick fifth, fol¬ 
lowed by Phoenix, Chicago and 
Atlanta. Washington has the No. 9 
pick, Atlanta goes again at 10 and 


Minnesota is at No. 11. Charlotte is 
next up, followed by Miami at 13 
and Boston at 14. That pick was 
conveyed to the Celtics by Sacra¬ 
mento as part of an earlier trade. 

The Hawks felt they were big 
winners, too, after getting two top- 
10 picks. 

“There are always good players,” 
said Hawks guard Kevin Huerter, 
the No. 19 pick in last year’s draft 
and part of Atlanta’s contingent at 
the lottery. “Every team just has to 
go out and find them.” 

UCF center Tacko Fall, the 
7-foot-6 draft hopeful, played 
against Williamson in the second 
round of the NCAA tournament 
— a 77-76 Duke victory that went 
down to the very last moment, a 
game where Williamson scored 
32 points. Fall was asked Tuesday 
who he would take with the No. 1 
pick in this draft, and he did not 
hesitate for even a second before 
answering. 

“Zion,” Fall said. “He’s a once- 
in-a-generation player. I’d seen 
him on TV a lot, but when you play 
against this kid, you just see it. 
He’s different.” 
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NHL PLAYOFFS 


Bruins on brink of sweep with 2-1 victory 



Gerry Broome/AP 


Bruins goalie Tuukka Rask blocks a shot on goal during the third period Tuesday 
in Game 3 of the Eastern Conference finals against the Hurricanes in Raleigh, N.C. 
Boston won 2-1 to take a 3-0 series lead. 


By Joedy Mccreary 

Associated Press 

RALEIGH, N.C. — Tuukka Rask and the 
Boston Bruins stood tall during an early 
deluge of shots and penalties, patiently 
waiting for their chance to take over the 
game. 

Then one big burst put them on the brink 
of another trip to the Stanley Cup Final. 

The Bruins beat the Carolina Hurri¬ 
canes 2-1 on Tuesday night, taking a 3-0 
lead in the Eastern Conference finals after 
Chris Wagner and Brad Marchand scored 
5:07 apart in the second period. 

“The moral of the story is, we got through 
the first period — however you want to 
describe it — and off we went after that,” 
coach Bruce Cassidy said. 

Rask stopped 35 shots for the Bruins, 
who have won six straight postseason 
games for the first time since 1978. They 
are one victory away from their third Stan¬ 
ley Cup appearance in nine years. 

Boston will go for the sweep on Thurs¬ 
day night. 

“This year, I feel like we really have each 
other’s backs,” Rask said. “We’ve been 
in some tight games, and then our depth 
comes in, and we score some goals and we 
take over the games.” 

Calvin de Haan scored and Curtis McEl- 
hinney made 29 saves for the Hurricanes 
while starting in place of Petr Mrazek, 
who allowed 10 goals in the first two games 
of the series. 

This one was closer, but it still wasn’t 
enough to keep alive Carolina’s postseason 
perfection at home — where a pig named 
Hamilton looks on from behind the corner 
boards. 

“There’s no way around it. There’s no 
way to sugarcoat it,” Carolina coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. We got kicked in the 
you-know-where.” 

And now they’re in an unenviable spot. 
Only four teams in NHL history have ever 
rallied to win a series they trailed 3-0, and 
none since Los Angeles in 2014 — though 
Carolina captain Justin Williams was on 
that Kings team that rallied to beat San 
Jose in the first round. 


“I’m probably going to give you... the cli¬ 
ches that are going to be thrown to you and 
everything,” Williams said. 

This one got away from them in the first 
7 Vi minutes of the second, when the Bruins 
claimed control with their fourth line turn¬ 
ing a turnover by Carolina’s Brock McGinn 
into a 1-0 lead at 1:21. 

Sean Kuraly collected the puck and 


passed low to Joakim Nordstrom, with the 
former Hurricane then finding Wagner 
alone in front for a tap-in. 

“That line scored a goal by playing the 
right way, pursuing pucks,” Cassidy said. 
“They’re fourth-liners. You don’t expect 
them to make a tic-tac-toe play, but they 
did, and good for them.” 

The Bruins entered with the NHL’s best 


postseason power-play unit — converting 
on a full third of their chances in the play¬ 
offs — and they were l-for-5 in this one 
with the man advantage against a Carolina 
penalty kill that began with a sub-50% suc¬ 
cess rate in this series. 

But that one goal was a significant one. 

With 19 seconds left on a high-sticking 
minor on Nino Niederreiter, Marchand put 
Boston up 2-0 when his shot from between 
the circles trickled past McElhinney. 

It loomed large because the Hurricanes 
pulled within a goal when de Haan’s slap 
shot off a draw got through Rask’s pads for 
the defenseman’s first goal since Nov. 8. 

The Bruins thought Torey Krug had an 
insurance goal with 15:45 left, but the of¬ 
ficials ruled Jake DeBrusk interfered with 
McElhinney — a decision that was con¬ 
firmed after Boston’s challenge led to a 
review in Toronto. 

That seemed like a significant 
development. 

Rask made sure it ultimately wasn’t. 

After stopping 20 shots in the first peri¬ 
od alone — and becoming the first Boston 
goaltender since Tim Thomas in 2011 with 
that many in a postseason period — he 
remained difficult for the Hurricanes to 
figure out. Thwarting perhaps their best 
chance to tie it, Rask stuffed a slick power- 
play redirection by Jordan Staal with just 
under 13 minutes left. 

“Probably right now,” Cassidy said, “is 
the best I’ve seen him play.” 

This one was chippy throughout, with 
14 penalties — 10 in the first period alone. 
That includes six by Boston and three by 
Williams, who also took his team’s only two 
penalties in a 6-2 loss in Game 2. 

But the Hurricanes’ power play, which 
entered as the worst of the eight teams that 
advanced out of the first round, failed to 
score on five chances in this one, including 
four in the first, and fell to l-for-12 with the 
man advantage in the series. 

“Obviously, a little bit of frustration,” de¬ 
fenseman Dougie Hamilton said. “I think 
we came out how we wanted to. We had a 
lot of shots, and obviously a lot of power 
plays and stuff. But we couldn’t score, so 
that hurts.” 


Scoreboard 


Conference finals 

(Best-of-seven; x-if necessary) 
EASTERN CONFERENCE 
Boston 3, Carolina 0 

Boston 5, Carolina 2 
Boston 6, Carolina 2 
Tuesday: Boston 2, Carolina 1 
Thursday: at Carolina 

AFN-Sports2, 2 a.m. Friday CET; 9 a.m. 
Friday JKT 

x-Saturday: at Boston 
x-Monday, May 20: at Carolina 
x-Wednesday, May 22: at Boston 
WESTERN CONFERENCE 
San Jose 1, St. Louis 1 
San Jose 6, St. Louis 3 
St. Louis 4, San Jose 2 
Wednesday: at St. Louis 
Friday: at St. Louis 

AFN-Sports2, 2 a.m. Saturday CET; 9 
a.m. Saturday JKT 
Sunday: at San Jose 
x-Tuesday, May 21: at St. Louis 
x-Thursday, May 23: at San Jose 

Tuesday 

Bruins 2, Hurricanes 1 

Boston 0 2 0-2 

Carolina 0 1 0-1 

Second Period—1, Boston, Wagner 
2 (Nordstrom, Kuraly), 1:21. 2, Boston, 
Marchand 6 (McAvoy, Krejci), 6:28 (pp). 3, 
Carolina, de Haan 1 (Aho, Faulk), 13:48. 

Shots on Goal-Boston 6-18-7-31. 
Carolina 20-6-10—36. 

Power-play opportunities—Boston 1 
of 5; Carolina 0 of 5. 

Goalies—Boston, Rask 11-5 (36 shots- 
35 saves). Carolina, McElhinney 3-1 (31- 
29). 

A-18,768 (18,680). T-2:39. 


Sakic taking momentum into offseason 


By Pat Graham 

Associated Press 

ENGLEWOOD, Colo. — Back 
in his Colorado Avalanche play¬ 
ing days, Joe Sakic’s approach 
was pretty much title or bust. 

As the team’s general man¬ 
ager, a simi¬ 
lar feeling is 
beginning to 
develop. 

Sakic and 
the Avalanche 
took a little 
time for reflec¬ 
tion following 
a Game 7 loss 
to San Jose 
in the second 
round. That 
page has been turned. 

The Hall of Fame player turned 
executive has his full focus on 
improving a team that’s been to 
the postseason in back-to-back 
seasons for the first time since he 
was on the ice. 

High on Sakic’s to-do list: A deal 
for restricted free agent Mikko 
Rantanen and preparing for the 


draft, where the Avs possess the 
fourth overall pick (courtesy of 
Ottawa) and the 16th selection. 
There’s also a multitude of play¬ 
ers to consider retaining, which 
includes unrestricted free agent 
goaltender Semyon Varlamov. 

“You’ve got to keep building 
and getting better,” Sakic said 
Tuesday. “As great as the end of 
the year was, we still didn’t ac¬ 
complish the end goal. We’ve got 
to find a way to get better.” 

In 2018, Colorado was content 
with getting into the playoffs and 
lost in the first round to Nash¬ 
ville. This season, the Avalanche 
expected to make some noise, 
which they did by upsetting Cal¬ 
gary, the top seed in the West. It 
was the first time since 2008 they 
had advanced out of a series. But 
their run came to a halt with a 3-2 
loss to the Sharks. 

“Someone had to lose that se¬ 
ries — unfortunately it was us,” 
Sakic said. “Our guys learned a 
lot in that series.” 

It’s easy to see why securing 
Rantanen remains high for Sakic: 
The forward is coming off a regu¬ 


lar season during which he set 
career bests in points (87), goals 
(31) and assists (56). Rantanen 
paired with Nathan MacKinnon 
and Gabriel Landeskog to form 
one of hockey’s most lethal line 
combinations. 

“We want to make sure we have 
him signed,” Sakic said. 

Sakic plans to meet with the 
coaching staff to make evalu¬ 
ations involving players under 
contract, restricted free agents 
(Nikita Zadorov, J.T. Compher 
and Alexander Kerfoot head 
the list) and those with expiring 
deals (such as Derick Brassard, 
Colin Wilson, Patrik Nemeth and 
Gabriel Bourque). 

As free agency approaches, the 
Avalanche already have some 
players in mind. 

“We’ll be more aggressive this 
year with that, but if it doesn’t 
work out with the players we want 
to talk to, we’re not just going to 
go spend on anybody,” Sakic said. 
“We want the right players and 
the right fit.” 

Other topics Sakic addressed: 

■ On a possible extension for 


coach Jared Bednar, whose deal 
is up after next season: “We’ll get 
to that at the appropriate time. ... 
There’s a good respect and good 
relationship the way he handles 
the players and the way the play¬ 
ers respond to him.” 

■ On Nathan MacKinnon 
banging into the boards with his 
shoulder in Game 7 at San Jose: 
“He’s getting better every day. 
He’ll be fine in a couple weeks.” 

■ On the possibility of bring¬ 
ing back Varlamov, who’s been 
with the Avalanche since 2011- 
12: “We’ll see what happens 
July 1 with him. ... We’ll be in 
communication.” 

■ On working out a deal with 
defenseman Tyson Barrie, who 
is a free agent after ’19-20: “All I 
can tell you is he’s an incredible 
player. He was a driving force 
down our stretch and with what 
we saw with him, Cale (Makar) 
and (Samuel) Girard I’d be very, 
very comfortable starting the 
year with that group.” 



Sakic 
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MLB SCOREBOARD 


American League 


East Division 


Tampa Bay 
New York 
Boston 
Toronto 
Baltimore 

Minnesota 

Cleveland 

Chicago 

Kansas City 

I 

Houston 
Seattle 
Los Angeles 
Texas 
Oakland 


Central Division 


National League 

East Division 


W 


Pet GB 



Philadelphia 
Atlanta 21 21 .500 3Vz 

New York 20 20 .500 3Vi 

Washington 16 25 .390 8 

Miami 10 30 .250 13'/2 

Central Division 

Chicago 25 14 .641 - 

Milwaukee 25 19 .568 2'/ 2 

St. Louis 23 19 .548 3'/2 

Pittsburgh 21 18 .538 4 

Cincinnati 18 24 .429 8 Vi 

West Division 

Los Angeles 28 16 .636 - 

Arizona 23 20 .535 4'/2 

San Diego 22 20 .524 5 

Colorado 20 21 .488 6V2 

San Francisco 17 24 .415 9'/2 

Tuesday’s games 
Baltimore at N.Y. Yankees, ppd. 
Cleveland 9, Chicago White Sox 0 
Colorado 5, Boston 4, 11 innings 
Houston 11, Detroit 4 
Tampa Bay 4, Miami 0 
Minnesota 4, L.A. Angels 3 
Kansas City 11, Texas 5 
Toronto 7, San Francisco 3 
Seattle 4, Oakland 3 
Chicago Cubs 3, Cincinnati 1 
Milwaukee 6, Philadelphia 1 
N.Y. Mets 6, Washington 2 
St. Louis 14, Atlanta 3 
Pittsburgh 6, Arizona 2 

L.A. Dodgers 6, San Diego 3 
Wednesday's games 
L.A. Angels at Minnesota 
Baltimore at N.Y. Yankees 
Toronto at San Francisco 
Baltimore at N.Y. Yankees 
Houston at Detroit 
Tampa Bay at Miami 
Texas at Kansas City 
Pittsburgh at Arizona 
Chicago Cubs at Cincinnati 
Milwaukee at Philadelphia 
N.Y. Mets at Washington 
St. Louis at Atlanta 
San Diego at L.A. Dodgers 
Thursday's games 

Oakland (Bassitt 1-1) at Detroit (Turn- 
bull 2-2) 

Texas (Lynn 4-3) at Kansas City (Bai¬ 
ley 4-3) 

Baltimore (Bundy 1-5) at Cleveland 
(Bauer 4-2) 

Toronto (Stroman 1-6) at Chicago 
White Sox (Covey 0-2) 

Minnesota (Pineda 2-3) at Seattle 
(Swanson 1-4) 

Milwaukee (Davies 4-0) at Philadel¬ 
phia (Eflin 5-3) 

N.Y. Mets (Wheeler 3-2) at Washington 
(Sanchez 0-6) 

Chicago Cubs (Quintana 4-2) at Cin¬ 
cinnati (Castillo 4-1) 

St. Louis (Wainwright 3-3) at Atlanta 
(Teheran 2-4) 

Pittsburgh (Williams 2-1) at San Diego 
(Lauer 2-4) 

Tuesday 

Blue Jays 7, Giants 3 

Toronto San Francisco 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Sogard 2b 4 12 0 Panik2b 4 110 

Grrr Jr3b 4 2 3 4 Duggar rf 5 0 0 0 

Smoaklb 3 0 0 1 Sndoval 3b 3 112 

Grichukrf 4 110 Belt lb 3 0 0 0 

Galvisss 5 111 Vogtc 4 0 0 0 

McKnney If 4 0 11 Pillar cf 3 110 

Jo.Dvis Cf 5 0 0 0 B.Crwfr ss 4 0 0 0 

D.Jnsen c 3 0 0 0 Wllmson If 3 0 2 1 

Thrnton p 3 2 2 0 Vincent p 0 0 0 0 

Dan.Hds p 0 0 0 0 Beede p 10 0 0 

T.Hrnanph 1 0 0 0 Gottp 0 0 0 0 

Mayzap 0 0 0 0 Austin ph 10 0 0 

Biagini p 0 0 0 0 Morontap 0 0 0 0 

Giles p 0 0 0 0 Lngoriaph 10 0 0 

Bergen p 0 0 0 0 

Solano ph 10 0 0 

D.HIInd p 0 0 0 0 

Totals 36 710 7 Totals 33 3 5 3 

Toronto 300 103 000-7 

San Francisco 002 000 010—3 

E-Pillar (3). DP-San Francisco 1. 
LOB—Toronto 9, San Francisco 9.2B—Gal- 
vis (9), McKinney (9), Pillar (6), William¬ 
son (1). HR—Guerrero Jr. 2 (2), Sandoval 
(5). SB-Grichuk (1), Pillar (5). CS-McK- 
inney (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Toronto 

Thornton W,l-4 5% 3 2 2 5 7 

Hudson Vs 0 0 0 0 0 

Mayza lVi 0 0 0 1 0 

Biagini Vs 2 110 2 

Giles 1 0 0 0 0 2 

San Francisco 

Vincent L,0-2 1 4 3 3 0 0 

Beede 2'A 4 113 5 

Gott % 0 0 0 0 0 

Moronta 2 2 3 3 0 0 

Bergen 2 0 0 0 1 2 

Holland 1 0 0 0 2 1 

HBP-by Moronta (Sogard). WP- 
Thornton. T-3:02. A-31,230 (41,915). 


White Sox reliever Josh Osich tags 
he runs to first base during the 


Mariners 4, Athletics 3 

Oakland Seattle 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Semienss 3 0 10 Hanigercf 3 112 
Profar 2b 3 0 0 0 Do.Sntn If 4 0 10 

Pinderph-2bl 0 0 0 Encrncolb 4 0 0 0 

M.Chpmn3b 4 0 0 0 Vglbachdh 4 111 

K.Davisdh 4 0 0 0 Healy3b 3 0 10 

M.OIson lb 4 0 0 0 Bruce rf 4 0 0 0 

Pscotty rf 3 12 0 T.Bckhm 2b 3 1 2 1 

Lureanocf 3 10 0 DGrdnpr-2bO 0 0 0 

Grssmanlf 3 12 1 T.Mrphyc 3 0 10 

Canhaph 1 0 0 0 J.Crwfrss 2 10 0 

Phegleyc 4 0 10 

Totals 33 3 6 1 Totals 30 4 7 4 

Oakland 000 020 100-3 

Seattle 020 020 00x-4 

E—T.Beckham (12), D.Gordon (3). 
DP—Seattle 1. LOB-Oakland 6, Seattle 
5. 2B—Piscotty (8), T.Beckham (12). HR- 
Haniger (11), Vogelbach (11), T.Beckham 
(8). CS-Semien (3), Do.Santana (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Oakland 

Anderson L,4-3 6 6 4 4 1 5 

Hendriks mi 0 0 12 

Buchter Vs 0 0 0 1 2 

Seattle 

Leake W,3-4 6% 5 3 116 

Gearrin 0 10 0 10 

Elias S,5-5 2Vs 0 0 0 1 5 

Gearrin pitched to 2 batters in the 7th 
T—2:37. A—11,365 (47,943). 

Pirates 6, Diamondbacks 2 

Pittsburgh Arizona 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

A. Frzer2b 4 0 0 0 K.Martecf 3 0 0 0 

S.Marte cf 5 13 0 E.Escbr3b 4 0 10 

G.PInco rf 5 110 D.Prlta If 4 110 

Bell lb 4 2 2 4 A.Jones rf 4 0 11 

Me.Cbrr If 4 13 0 Flores 2b 4 0 0 0 

Ri.Rdri p 0 0 0 0 C.WIker lb 3 0 0 0 

Elmore ph 1 0 0 0 Ahmed ss 2 0 0 0 

Felizp 0 0 0 0 C.Kellyc 3 111 

Moran 3b 4 0 10 Weaver p 10 0 0 

El.Diaz c 4 0 0 0 A.Avilaph 10 0 0 

C.Tckerss 4 112 Godleyp 0 0 0 0 

Msgrove p 2 0 0 0 Swihart ph 1 0 0 0 

B. Rynld ph-lf 1 0 0 0 G.HIInd p 0 0 0 0 

Totals 38 611 6 Totals 30 2 4 2 

Pittsburgh 001 020 030-6 

Arizona 000 000 011-2 

DP—Pittsburgh 1. LOB—Pittsburgh 8, 
Arizona 3. 2B-S.Marte 2 (7). HR—Bell 2 
(12), C.Tucker (2), C.Kelly (3). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Pittsburgh 

Musgrove W,2-4 7 1 0 0 2 5 

Rodriguez 1 1110 2 

Feliz 1 2 110 2 

Arizona 

Weaver L,3-2 6 7 3 3 2 5 

Godley 2 3 3 3 0 1 

Holland 1 10 0 12 

T—2:45. A—21,047 (48,519). 

Cardinals 14, Braves 3 

St. Louis Atlanta 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

M.Crpnt3b 5 111 AcnJr.lf-cf 3 0 0 1 
Gldschm lb 4 1 1 0 D.Swnsn ss 3 0 0 1 

DeJong ss 3 2 10 F.Frman lb 2 0 0 0 

Ozuna If 4 2 13 Joyce ph 10 0 0 

Leone p 0 0 0 0 Parsons p 10 0 0 

Grgrson p 0 0 0 0 Venters p 0 0 0 0 

J.Mrtin rf 4 0 11 Dnldson3b 2 0 0 0 

Gllegosp 0 0 0 0 Mrkakisrf 2 10 0 

Munoz If 1110 Albies2b 4 0 0 0 

Molina c 4 12 3 B.McCnn c 4 110 

Wieters c 1 0 0 0 Incarte cf 0 0 0 0 

De.FwIr cf-rf 3 3 2 1 Camargo If 3 1 10 

Wong 2b 5 2 2 3 Fltynwc p 0 0 0 0 

Flherty p 3 111 Biddle p 0 0 0 0 

Bader ph-cf 2 0 10 Clbrsn ph-lb2 Oil 
Totals 391414 13 Totals 27 3 3 3 
St. Louis 301 160 003-14 

Atlanta 000 030 000- 3 

DP-St. Louis 1, Atlanta 2. LOB-St. 
Louis 5, Atlanta 5. 2B—M.Carpenter (7), 
Molina (12). HR-Ozuna (12), Molina (4), 
De.Fowler (2), Wong (5). SF—D.Swanson 
(5). S—Foltynewicz (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

St. Louis 

Flaherty W.4-3 6 3 3 3 5 6 

Gallegos 1 0 0 0 0 2 

Leone 1 0 0 0 1 2 

Gregerson 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Atlanta 

Foltynewicz L,0-3 4% 7 8 8 3 4 

Biddle Vs 4 3 3 1 0 

Parsons 3 1 0 0 2 2 

Venters 1 23310 

WP—Biddle. T—3:00. A-23,718 

(41,149). 


Hendricks W,3-4 
Ryan I’ ‘ 


0 0 


3 3 


David Banks/AP 


out the Indians’ Leonys Martin as 
h inning Tuesday in Chicago. 

Dodgers 6, Padres 3 

San Diego Los Angeles 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Kinsler2b 4 0 0 0 Pderson If 4 112 

F. Reyesrf 4 2 2 1 Muncy lb 3 2 10 

Machado ss 4 13 2 J.Trner3b 3 0 0 0 

Renfroe If 4 0 0 0 Bllngerrf 4 12 3 

Hosmerlb 3 0 10 Verdugocf 4 0 10 
France 3b 3 0 0 0 Seagerss 4 12 0 

Myers cf 3 0 0 0 C.Tylor2b 4 0 11 

Hedges c 3 0 0 0 A.Brnesc 4 10 0 

Paddackp 2 0 0 0 Kershaw p 2 0 0 0 

Erlinp 0 0 0 0 P.Baez p 0 0 0 0 

G. Grcia ph 10 10 K.Jnsen p 0 0 0 0 
Warren p 0 0 0 0 

Totals 31 3 7 3 Totals 32 6 8 6 
San Diego 100 200 000-3 

Los Angeles 004 110 00x-6 

E—Machado (3). DP—Los Angeles 3. 
LOB—San Diego 2, Los Angeles 5. 2B— 
F.Reyes (6), Machado (5), Muncy (4), 
Seager (11). HR—F.Reyes (12), Machado 
(9), Pederson (13), Bellinger (15). S—Ker¬ 
shaw (2). 

San Diego IP H R ER BB SO 

Paddack L,3-2 4% 5 6 3 1 3 

Erlin 2Vs 3 0 0 0 1 

Warren 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Los Angeles 

Kershaw W,3-0 7 5 3 3 1 5 

Baez H,9 1 1 0 0 0 1 

Jansen S,13-15 1 1 0 0 0 1 

HBP-by Paddack (Turner). T-2:32. 
A—46,460 (56,000). 

Cubs 3, Reds 1 

Chicago Cincinnati 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Heyward rf 4 0 0 0 Senzel cf 3 0 0 0 

Bryant lb 5 13 0 Votto lb 4 111 

J.Baezss 5 0 2 0 E.Sarez3b 4 0 0 0 

Cntrras c 3 0 11 Winker If 4 0 0 0 

Schwrbrlf 4 0 0 0 Puigrf 3 0 0 0 

Bote 3b 4 0 0 0 Detrich 2b 3 0 0 0 

Dscalso2b 4 110 J.lglssss 3 0 10 

Russell 2b 0 0 0 0 Roark p 10 0 0 

AlmrJrcf 4 110 VnMeterph 1 0 10 

Hndrcksp 4 0 3 2 Hughes p 0 0 0 0 

Ryan p 0 0 0 0 Wa.Prlt p 0 0 0 0 

Cishekp 0 0 0 0 K.Frmerph 10 0 0 

Lrenzen p 0 0 0 0 

Brnhartc 3 0 0 0 

Totals 37 3 11 3 Totals 30 1 3 1 

Chicago 020 010 000-3 

Cincinnati 000 100 000-1 

LOB-Chicago 9, Cincinnati 3.2B-Bry- 
ant (12), Hendricks (1). HR-Votto (4). 
SF—Contreras (2). 

Chicago IP H R ER 


0 3 


Cishek S,3-4 
Cincinnati 
Roark L,3-2 
Hughes 
Peralta 

Lorenzen 1 2 0 0 

Hendricks pitched to 1 batter in the 
9th T—2:39. A-16,853 (42,319). 

Rockies 5, Red Sox 4 (11) 

Colorado Boston 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Blckmon rf 5 112 Bnntndi If 6 0 0 0 

Story ss 5 2 10 Betts Cf 5 0 0 0 

Arenado3b 4 112 Mrtinezrf 5 12 1 

M.Rynldlb 5 0 2 1 Bgaertsss 3 0 10 

Tapia If 5 0 0 0 Devers3b 5 2 11 

Desmond dh 3 0 0 0 Chavis 2b 5 12 1 

Mrphyph-dhl 0 0 0 Pearce lb 3 0 0 0 

Dahl cf 4 0 0 0 Mrlndph-lb2 0 1 1 

Innettac 4 110 E.Nunezdh 4 0 10 

Valaika2b 2 0 0 0 Leone 3 0 0 0 

McMhn ph-2b 1 0 0 0 BrdlyJph 0 0 0 0 

C.Vazqzc 10 10 
Totals 39 5 6 5 Totals 42 4 9 4 

Colorado 000 000 220 01-5 

Boston 012 000 010 00-4 

E—Arenado 2 (3). DP—Colorado 

2. LOB—Colorado 3, Boston 9. 2B— 
M.Reynolds (4), lannetta (5), E.Nunez 
(2). HR—Blackmon (9), Arenado (11), 
Martinez (8), Devers (3), Chavis (7). SB- 
E.Nunez (4). 

Colorado IP H R ER BB SO 

Freeland 6 5 3 3 3 7 

Shaw 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Oberg BS,1 1 2 10 0 0 

Estevez 1 10011 

Dunn W,l-0 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Davis S,7-7 1 1 0 0 0 1 

Boston 

Sale 7 3 2 2 0 17 

Workman BS,1 1 2 2 2 0 2 

Barnes 2 0 0 0 0 5 

Brasier L,2-2 1 1112 0 

Estevez pitched to 1 batter in the 10th 
T—3:42. A—35,804 (37,731). 


Astros 11, Tigers 4 

Houston Detroit 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Sprngercf 3 3 2 1 Goodrum If 3 0 10 

Stassi lb 1 0 0 0 Dixon dh 4 0 10 

Bregman 3b 5 2 10 Cstllnsrf 4 110 

Brntley If 5 12 2 Mi.Cbrrlb 2 10 0 

Correa ss 5 2 2 3 Joh.Hck lb 10 0 0 

Gurriel lb 4 0 11 Ro.Rdri ss 4 12 3 

Kemp2b-cf 1110 J.Hrrsn 2b 4 0 0 0 

ADiz 2b-lb-2b 3 12 3 G.Bckhm 3b 3 1 1 0 

R. Chrnsc 4 0 0 0 Greiner c 3 0 0 0 

White dh 5 0 0 0 J.Jonescf 3 0 11 

Reddick rf 5 13 0 

Totals 411114 10 Totals 314 7 4 
Houston 331 111 010-11 

Detroit 001 102 000- 4 

E-Beckham (2). DP-Houston 2. LOB- 
Houston 9, Detroit 5. 2B-Brantley (11), 
Reddick 2 (6), Rodriguez (8). 3B—Cor¬ 
rea (1), Kemp (2), G.Beckham (2). HR- 
Springer (16), Correa (10), A.Diaz (5), Ro¬ 
driguez (6). SF—A.Diaz (3), J.Jones (1). 
Houston IP H R ER BB SO 

Miley W,4-2 6 7 4 4 2 5 

McHugh 2 0 0 0 0 4 

Valdez 1 0 0 0 2 0 

Detroit 

Carpenter L,0-2 4 9 8 7 3 5 

Farmer 2 3 2 2 1 3 

Stumpf 1 10 0 10 

Hardy 1 1110 0 

Alcantara 1 0 0 0 0 2 

T—2:49. A-14,261 (41,297). 

Mets 6, Nationals 2 

New York Washington 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

McNeil if 3 0 0 0 Eaton rf 3 0 0 0 

Broxton pr-lf 0 0 0 0 V.Rbles Cf 4 112 

A.Rsrio SS 4 0 2 0 J.Soto If 4 0 0 0 

Cano 2b 5 10 0 Rendon 3b 3 0 2 0 

P.AInso lb 4 110 Parra lb 4 0 0 0 

S. Lugop 0 0 0 0 B.Dzier2b 3 0 0 0 

Cnforto rf 3 2 10 Gomes c 3 0 0 0 

W.Ramos c 3 114 Difoss 3 110 

Nimmocf 4 0 11 Hllcksn p 10 0 0 

Lagarescf 0 0 0 0 Grace p 0 0 0 0 

T. Frzer3b 4 0 10 Ad.Snch ph 10 10 

Syndrgrp 3 0 0 0 Feddep 0 0 0 0 

D.Smith ph-lb 1 111 Kndrickph 1000 

J.ROSS p 0 0 0 0 

Totals 34 6 8 6 Totals 30 2 5 2 

New York 400 001 001-6 

Washington 000 002 000-2 

DP-NY 2, Washington 1. LOB-NY 6, 
Washington 3. 2B—Nimmo (7), Rendon 
(13). HR-Ramos (2), Smith (1), Robles (7). 
New York IP H R ER BB SO 

Syndergaard W,3-3 8 4 2 2 1 6 

Lugo 1 10003 

Washington 

Hellickson L,2-2 5 6 5 5 4 3 

Grace 1 1 0 0 0 1 

Fedde 2 0 0 0 0 1 

Ross 1 11110 

Hellickson pitched to 2 batters in the 
6th HBP-by Syndergaard (Eaton). WP- 
Lugo. T—2:38. A-23,315 (41,313). 

Twins 4, Angels 3 

Los Angeles Minnesota 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

L Stlla 3b 5 12 0 Keplerrf 3 110 

Trout cf 4 0 0 0 J.Plncoss 3 110 

Ohtanidh 4 0 3 1 Garverc 4 112 

Simmons SS 4 0 10 J.Cstroc 0 0 0 0 

Pujols lb 4 0 10 E.Rsrio If 3 0 11 

Goodwin rf 4 0 1 0 C.Cron lb 4 0 0 0 

Lucroyc 3 0 10 Ma.Gnzl3b 4 110 

Rengifo 2b 2 10 0 Astdiiodh 4 0 0 0 

Fltcher if 3 12 1 Schoop2b 4 0 10 

Bour ph 1 0 0 0 Buxton cf 2 0 11 

Totals 34 311 2 Totals 31 4 7 4 

Los Angeles 000 003 000-3 

Minnesota 102 100 00x-4 

DP—Minnesota 2. LOB—Los Ange¬ 
les 7, Minnesota 7. 2B—Fletcher (6), 
Ma.Gonzalez (3), Buxton (18). HR—Garv- 
er (9). SB—J.Polanco (1). 

Los Angeles IP H R ER BB SO 

RoHrncian I 1 .*> 1 1 1 1 n f\ 


Cole 


Gibson W,4-1 SVs 6 3 3 2 5 

Harper H,2 1 1 0 0 0 0 

Duffey 0 1 0 0 0 0 

Morin H,1 Vs 0 0 0 0 0 

Rogers H,7 % 1 0 0 0 1 

ParkerS,7-7 l'/s 2 0 0 1 1 

Duffey pitched to 1 batter in the 7th 
Pena pitched to 1 batter in the 7th HBP- 
by Pena (Kepler). WP—Bedrosian, Gib¬ 
son. T—3:06. A—26,747 (38,649). 

Indians 9, White Sox 0 

Cleveland Chicago 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Lindorss 5 0 0 0 Tilson cf 4 0 10 

Kipnis 2b 5 12 1 Dlmnico If 4 0 10 

C.Sntnadh 4 111 J.Abreudh 4 0 10 

Luplowrf 5 2 2 3 Y.AInsolb 4 0 2 0 

Ramirez 3b 4 111 J.McCnnc 4 0 0 0 

Mercado If 3 10 0 Ti.Andrss 4 0 10 

Bauers lb 2 12 1 J.Rndon 3b 4 0 0 0 

R.Perez c 3 2 2 1 Y.Sanch2b 3 0 0 0 

L.Mrtin cf 4 0 10 Cordell rf 3 0 10 

Totals 35 911 8 Totals 34 0 7 0 

Cleveland 001 232 010-9 

Chicago 000 000 000-0 

E-Cordell (1), Ramirez (5). DP-Cleve- 
land 1, Chicago 1. LOB—Cleveland 4, 
Chicago 7. 2B—Kipnis (7). HR—Luplow 2 
(4), Ramirez (4), Bauers (4), R.Perez (5). 
SB—Ti.Anderson (13). CS-Bauers (2). 
Cleveland IP H R ER BB SO 

Carrasco W,4-3 7 6 0 0 0 6 

Perez % 1 0 0 0 2 

Otero Vs 0 0 0 0 0 

Cole l ooooi 

Chicago 

Banuelos L.2-3 4 4 5 5 3 5 

Osich m 5 3 3 0 1 

Minaya 2 2 10 13 


Fry 


IVs 


Banuelos pitched to 2 batters in the 
5th HBP-by Minaya (Mercado). T-3:06. 
A—18,823 (40,615). 


Brewers 6, Phillies 1 

Milwaukee Philadelphia 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Cain cf 5 0 10 McCthn If-cf 4 0 0 0 

Yelichrf 4 10 0 Segura ss 4 0 2 1 

Braun If 4 112 B.Hrperrf 2 0 0 0 

Burnes p 0 0 0 0 Hoskins lb 3 0 0 0 

Thames ph-lb 0 0 0 0 Ralmutoc 4 0 0 0 

Mstakas3b 5 110 C.Hrnan2b 4 0 10 
Aguilar lb 3 2 10 O.Hrrracf 10 0 0 
J.Brnesp 0 0 0 0 A.Davis p 0 0 0 0 

Grandalc 4 12 3 Gsselinph 10 0 0 
Hiura2b 3 0 2 0 E.Grciap 0 0 0 0 

Arciass 4 0 2 0 S.Rdrigph 10 0 0 

Wodruff p 3 0 10 Franco 3b 3 0 10 

Gamel If 10 11 Eckhoff p 0 0 0 0 

N.WIIms If 3 110 
Totals 36 612 6 Totals 30 1 5 1 

Milwaukee 032 000 010-6 

Philadelphia 000 000 010-1 

E—Burnes (1). DP—Milwaukee 1, Phil¬ 
adelphia 1. LOB—Milwaukee 8, Philadel¬ 
phia 8. 2B—Cain (13), Franco (8). HR- 
Braun (9), Grandal (7). SB-O.Herrera (1). 
CS-Cain (3), Arcia (2). S-Eickhoff (4). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Milwaukee 

Woodruff W,6-1 6 1 0 0 5 5 

Burnes 2 2 1 0 0 4 

Barnes 1 2 0 0 0 1 

Philadelphia 

Eickhoff L,2-2 4 8 5 5 2 2 

Davis 3 10 0 12 

Garcia 2 3 112 1 

T—3:11. A—31,533 (43,647). 

Royals 11, Rangers 5 

Texas Kansas City 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Choolf 4 10 0 Mrrfeld rf 4 3 3 1 

Andrus ss 4 111 N.Lopez 2b 4 111 

Guzman lb 1 0 0 0 Mondesi ss 5 0 11 

Pence dh 5 0 0 0 A.Grdon If 5 2 2 2 

Gallo Cf 4 0 2 2 H.Dzier3b 5 2 2 3 

A.Cbrra3b 4 0 0 0 Solerdh 5 13 2 

Mazara rf 4 0 2 0 O'Hearn lb 5 0 1 1 

Odor 2b 3 2 2 0 Mldnadoc 10 0 0 

Frsythe lb-ss 4 13 2 B.Hmltncf 3 2 10 

Knr-Flf c 4 0 0 0 

Totals 37 510 5 Totals 37111411 
Texas 004 000 010- 5 

Kansas City 360 000 20x-ll 

LOB—Texas 7, Kansas City 8.2B—Gallo 
2 (7), Odor 2 (4), Forsythe 2 (9), Merrifield 
2 (10), A.Gordon (12), H.Dozier (8), Soler 2 
(12), O’Hearn (6). 3B-Forsythe (1). SB- 

A. Gordon (1). CS-Merrifield (4). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Miller L,1-3 1% 7 8 8 2 1 

Huang V/s 2 112 1 

Dowdy 2Vi 1 0 0 0 1 

JuradO 2Vs 4 2 2 0 0 

Martin Vs 0 0 0 0 0 

Kansas City 
Duffy W,2-l 5 

Lovelady 0 

Barlow 2 

Diekman 1 

Boxberger 1 00001 

Lovelady pitched to 2 batters in the 6th 
HBP-by Huang (Merrifield), by Dowdy 
(Maldonado). WP—Huang 2, Dowdy. T— 
3:24. A-19,410 (37,903). 

Rays 4, Marlins 0 

Tampa Bay Miami 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Y.Diaz3b 5 12 0 Berti cf 4 0 10 

Pham If 3 2 10 Bri.And3b 4 0 10 

Dn.Rbr2b-SS 3 0 0 0 N.WIker lb 4 0 2 0 

Av.Grci rf 4 13 3 S.Cstro2b 4 0 10 

d’Arnud c 3 0 0 0 Cooper rf 3 0 0 0 

Meadows ph 0 0 0 0 Alfaro c 3 0 0 0 

Bemboomc 1 0 0 0 H.Rmrezlf 3 0 10 

Krmaiercf 3 0 11 Rojas ss 3 0 0 0 

Adames SS 3 0 0 0 C.Smith p 2 0 0 0 

B. Lowe ph-2bl 0 0 0 N.Andrs p 0 0 0 0 

Choi lb 4 0 10 Gerrero p 0 0 0 0 

Morton p 2 0 0 0 Romo p 0 0 0 0 

Vlzquez ph 1 0 0 0 Grndrsn ph 1 0 0 0 

Pagan p 0 0 0 0 Kinley p 0 0 0 0 

D.Cstll p 0 0 0 0 

Heredia ph 10 0 0 

Roep 0 0 0 0 

Totals 34 4 8 4 Totals 31 0 6 0 
Tampa Bay 010 001 011—4 

Miami 000 000 000-0 

DP—Tampa Bay 2, Miami 1. LOB—Tam¬ 

pa Bay 10, Miami 4. HR-Av.Garcia (7). 
CS-Pham (3). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Tampa Bay 

Morton W,4-0 6 3 0 0 0 5 

Pagan H,2 1 1 0 0 0 1 

Castillo H,10 1 1 0 0 0 2 

Roe 1 10000 

Miami 

Smith L,3-l 5'/3 4 2 2 2 8 

Anderson % 1 0 0 0 1 

Guerrero 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Romo 1 0 114 2 

Kinley 1 3 1112 

WP—Castillo. T—2:52. A-6,306 

(36,742). 

AL leaders 

BATTING—Brantley, Houston, .335; Le- 
Mahieu, New York, .333; Devers, Boston, 
.331; Springer, Houston, .329; Polanco, 
Minnesota, .327; Reddick, Houston, .326; 
Andrus, Texas, .325; Dozier, Kansas City, 
.321; Anderson, Chicago, .320; Mancini, 
Baltimore, .318. 

NL leaders 

BATTING—Bellinger, Los Angeles, .409; 
McNeil, New York, .352; Cabrera, Pitts¬ 
burgh, .342; Martinez, St. Louis, .336; Bell, 
Pittsburgh, .329; Yelich, Milwaukee, .328; 
Baez, Chicago, .325; Peralta, Arizona, 
.324; DeJong, St. Louis, .321; Arenado, 
Colorado, .317. 


4 1 6 
0 0 0 
0 0 2 
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Tony Avelar/AP 


Blue Jays rookie Vladimir Guerrero Jr. hits a single against the Giants 
during the second inning Tuesday in San Francisco. 


Guerrero hits first homers 


By Michael Wagaman 
Associated Press 

SAN FRANCISCO — Vladimir 
Guerrero Jr. received some ad¬ 
vice from his Hall of Fame father 
after hitting the first two home 
runs of his career. In return, the 
younger Guerrero plans on send¬ 
ing his father a few mementos 
from his historic night. 

Guerrero homered twice to be¬ 
come the third-youngest player 
to hit his first two major league 
homers in the same game, and 
the Toronto Blue Jays beat the 
San Francisco Giants 7-3 Tues¬ 
day night. 

Guerrero, who finished with 
three hits and four RBIs, became 
the youngest in franchise history 
to go deep as the Blue Jays won 
the opener of a six-game trip after 
losing five of six on a homestand 
in which they totaled eight runs. 

“He just said like he always told 
me, ‘Don’t look for home runs. 
They’re going to come,”’ Guer¬ 
rero said through a translator. 
“I’m going to give both balls and 
the bat to my dad. I’m going to 
keep using everything that I used 
today except the bat that I really 
want to give to my dad.” 

The touted 20-year-old Guer¬ 


rero homered in the first inning 
against Giants opener Nick Vin¬ 
cent (0-2), his first in 14 big league 
games. His drive to straightaway 
center was measured at 111.3 
mph and traveled an estimated 
438 feet. 

“He was talking about it during 
batting practice and he did it,” To¬ 
ronto manager Charlie Montoyo 
said. “We knew that was coming. 
He’s that good. He could carry 
a team if he gets hot. He can do 
stuff like that.” 

The Toronto slugger had a 
hard-hit single in the second, 
then added an even more impres¬ 
sive blast in the sixth off Reyes 
Moronta, a three-run drive esti¬ 
mated at 451 feet. 

The crowd at Oracle Park let 
out a collective gasp as the ball 
sailed over the wall in left-center. 
Winning pitcher Trent Thornton 
even got caught up watching. 

“I was on second base and I’m 
just watching it go and go, and I’m 
like, ‘Wait, I gotta run,”’ Thornton 
said. “He had a great game. That 
was just a lot of fun.” 

The only players younger than 
Guerrero to hit their first two 
home runs in the same game were 
Brian McCall in 1962 (19 years, 
248 days) and Manny Machado in 


2012 (20 years, 35 days). 

Two-sport star Danny Ainge 
was the youngest Blue Jays player 
to homer, doing so on June 2,1979 
at 20 years, 77 days old. Guerrero 
is younger by 18 days. 

Guerrero grounded out in his 
final at-bat. He entered the day 
batting .191 with one RBI. 

“He wasn’t pressing,” Montoyo 
said. “He just plays and he has 
fun. He’s an even-keeled kind of 
kid.” 

The Guerrero family already 
had long-ball history at Oracle 
Park — the elder Guerrero won 
the 2007 Home Run Derby at the 
waterfront stadium. 

“This kid is going to be a great 
player, he really is,” Giants man¬ 
ager Bruce Bochy said. “You saw 
the bat speed, you saw how fast 
the ball comes off his bat. I’ve 
seen his dad hit balls like that.” 

Thornton (1-4) pitched three- 
hit ball into the sixth inning for 
his first major league win. The 
rookie right-hander struck out 
seven and overcame five walks. 
Thornton also singled twice to 
help the Blue Jays break out of 
their offensive funk. 

Toronto got an overturned re¬ 
play and added two runs in the 
first after Guerrero’s home run. 


Roundup 


Sale strikes out career-high 17 in loss to Rockies 


Associated Press 

BOSTON — Chris Sale pleaded but did 
not push when manager Alex Cora told 
him his day was done. 

Cora was not about to risk the health his 
ace left-hander, even after he struck out 
a career-high 17 over seven innings. Sale 
may have righted whatever went wrong 
during an 0-5 start, but Cora still went to 
the bullpen for the eighth, costing Sale the 
chance to chase the mqjor league record of 
20 strikeouts in a nine-inning game. 

Even after the Rockies rallied to a 5- 
4 win in the 11th, Cora and Sale seemed 
comfortable saying the skipper made the 
right call. 

“AC’s got two handshakes, and you get 
one or the other. And you know which one 
is the ‘done’ one,” Sale said. “I’d love to 
have gone back out there, but as I said, I’ll 
never question anything he does.” 

Sale became the first pitcher in major 
league history to fan 17 in a start of no 
more than seven innings. Boston pitchers 
combined to strike out 24, but the Red Sox 
had their five-game winning streak come 
to an end. 

Sale, who isn’t the most cheerful guy in 
the clubhouse even after a win, couldn’t 
help but smile a little after this one. 

“I love this game and to be able to have a 
chance at doing something like that is spe¬ 
cial,” Sale said. “But at the same time, it’s 
still a close game. You’ve got a job to do and 
you just try to hold it down when you can.” 

Mark Reynolds, whose fifth-inning dou¬ 
ble was the first runner allowed by Sale, 
drove in the go-ahead run with a two-out 
single in the 11th against Ryan Brasier 
(2-2). 

“You never know what’s going to happen. 
So I think all of us who were here tonight 
witnessed two walks, 24 strikeouts, but a 
Rockie win,” Rockies manager Bud Black 


said. “We just stayed at it. Man, it was a 
hell of a game.” 

Sale struck out the first six batters and 
fanned eight through three innings. He 
dominated the Rockies with a firm fastball 
and sharp slider, topping his previous best 
of 15 strikeouts, which he had done three 
times. 

The All-Star lefty sported his signature 
short-sleeves despite the 44-degree tem¬ 
perature at the start of the game and had a 
shutout through six innings. 

Nolan Arenado’s two-run homer in the 
seventh was one of only three hits the 
Rockies managed against Sale. 

“I had terrible timing with giving up the 
runs I did,” Sale said. “That was the one 
that got them back in this game and gave 
them a breath of fresh air.” 

Sale stopped the damage with three 
straight strikeouts, placing him within 
range of the major league record shared 
by Roger Clemens, Kerry Wood, Randy 
Johnson and Max Scherzer. 

“That was fun to watch. First time I’ve 
been in something like that, you know, 
watching the strikeouts and watching the 
pitch count,” Cora said. “We wanted him to 
go deep. He was amazing.” 

Sale’s 17 strikeouts were the most for 
a Red Sox pitcher since Pedro Martinez 
fanned 17 against Tampa Bay on May 6, 
2000. 

Twins 4, Angels 3: Mitch Garver hit 
a two-run homer and tagged out Shohei 
Ohtani trying to score the tying run in the 
eighth inning before leaving with an in¬ 
jury, helping host Minnesota hold off Los 
Angeles. 

Mariners 4, Athletics 3: Daniel Vogel- 
bach, Tim Beckham and Mitch Haniger 
homered and Roenis Elias pitched out of a 
bases-loaded jam in host Seattle’s win over 
Oakland. 


Padres 6, Dodgers 3: Joe Pederson and 
Cody Bellinger hit two-run homers, Clay¬ 
ton Kershaw threw seven solid innings and 
host Los Angeles beat San Diego in the 
opener of a two-game series. 

Cardinals 14, Braves 3: St. Louis hit 
four home runs, including three-run shots 
by Marcell Ozuna, Yadier Molina and Kol- 
ten Wong, and beat struggling right-hander 
Mike Foltynewicz and host Atlanta. 

Mets 6, Nationals 2: Wilson Ramos hit 
a first-inning grand slam after Washington 
failed to complete what should have been 
a routine double play, Noah Syndergaard 
took a no-hitter into the sixth, and visiting 
New York won the game. 

Astros 11, Tigers 4: Carlos Correa 
started another Houston onslaught with a 
three-run homer in the first inning, and 
his team routed host Detroit, extending its 
winning streak to seven games. 

Rays 4, Marlins O: Charlie Morton 
pitched six strong innings and Avisail Gar¬ 
cia homered and drove in three runs in 
Tampa Bay’s win over host Miami. 

Brewers 6, Phillies 1: Brandon Wood¬ 
ruff threw one-hit ball for six innings, Yas- 
mani Grandal and Ryan Braun homered 
and Milwaukee topped host Philadelphia. 

Cubs 3, Reds 1: Kyle Hendricks had 
three hits, including a two-run double, and 
pitched into the ninth inning as Chicago 
beat host Cincinnati. 

The Cubs are 10-2 in May, their best 
start to the month since 1977. Chicago has 
won 22 of 28 games for the NL’s best re¬ 
cord at 25-14. 

Indians 9, White Sox 0: Jordan Luplow 
hit two of Cleveland’s five homers and 
Carlos Carrasco cruised through seven in¬ 
nings in a rout of host Chicago. 

Pirates 6, Diamondbacks 2: Josh Bell 
homered twice and Joe Musgrove allowed 
one hit through seven strong innings as 



Winslow Townson/AP 


Red Sox starting pitcher Chris Sale 
delivers against the Rockies during the 
first inning Tuesday at Fenway Park in 
Boston. Sale struck out a career-high 17 
over seven innings, but the Red Sox lost 
5-4 in 11 innings. 

Pittsburgh beat host Arizona. 

Royals 11, Rangers 5: Hunter Dozier 
drove in three runs, top prospect Nicky 
Lopez had an RBI single in his big league 
debut, and host Kansas City routed Texas. 

Alex Gordon and Jorge Soler also drove 
in two runs apiece for the Royals, who 
scored nine times in the first two innings 
while quickly knocking Rangers starter 
Shelby Miller from the game. 
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